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INTRODUCTION.

To the HONOURABLE

PHILIP TORKE.

fubje& of antient and modern Hiftory, which
youare mafter of to a degree of accuracy, unufual
in an age fo little advanced,and in arank andfortune
attended with {o many temptations and avocations.
And indeed what ftudy, next to that of the great
and unalterable principles of Morality and Reli-
gion, the bafis of all found judgment and right
condu&, is more fuitable than this to the higher
ftations of life? It has at once the particular
advantage of being the beft qualification for public
bufinefs, and the more general one of opening
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iv INTRODUCTION.

and enlarging the mind by a thorough knowledge
of mankind in all their fituations, mazes, and
recefles, fuperior to the imaginary theories of
mere philofophers, and exempt from the incon-
veniencies, which accompany real praétice, and
perfonal experience.

But, ufeful and important as Hiftory is, we
find our refearches into it equally laborious, when
truth, the foul of ir, and the only foundation of
folid inftruction, is, as it ought ever to be, the
main objeé of our purfuit. Ignorance, preju-
dice, envy, flattery, a falfe eloquence, and a
falfe love of the marvellous, have at all times
concurred in the mifreprefentation of faéts; the
re-adjuftment - of which demands the united
efforts of induftry, fagacity, a modeft and well-
governed {cepticifin, and a firm {pirit of candour
and impartiality. Genius and abilities in the hifto-
rian are abfolutely neceffary to the perfection of
his work ; but the indifpenfable requifite is the
choice of proper materials, without which the
greateft art cannot raife a fuperftru@ture of real
‘ufe and duration. ‘This is the grand article, in
which the generality of this clafs of writers are
abfolutely deficient; the lower fort contenting
themfelves with a fervile tranfcript of fuperficial
.and uninterefting chronicles, mingled with the
ccurrent libels and panegyrics of the times ; while
thofe of greater vivacity, or petulance, hazard
their groundlefs conjectures and opinions of the

views
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views and charaers of perfons, from whom they
are at too great a diftance of fituation or time, to
be able to form any juft notions of either.

The French nation boafts a fpecies of hiftory
under the title of Memoirs, of which we have
few examples in our language: and fome of
their greateft men have either drawn up them-
felves, or furnithed materials for accounts of af-
fairs, which have paffed within their own know-
ledge. But thefe, though highly ufeful in many
refpeés, are in others too juftly liable to the fufpi-
cion of a biafs, which the writers may be fuppos
fed to have lain under, in favour of themfelves,
their friends, and their party. And we ftill want
fome better foundation for our judgments of
-events and characters.

Thefe confiderations led you, as well as my-
felf, very early to fearch into the only true and
unerring fources of hiftory, the original . letters
and papers of thofe eminent men, who ' were the
-principal aftors in the adminiftration of affairs.
In thefe facts are reprefented in the "moft artlefs
and undifguifed manner, and in the order, in
which they happened; and the fecret fprings,
caufes, and motives, which produced them, are
‘opened to view. The illuftrious Lord Bacon, in
the nobleft of his performances (4), fliles them ad
biftoriam pretiofifima fupellex. And his fucceffor
‘Bithop Williams obferves (&), - with great force and

(2) De augmentis Scientiar. L. II c.12. (&) Letter
to Lord Bacon, 31 December 1625. Lord Bacos's Works,
Vol.IV. p.738. edit. Lond. 1741. fol.
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propriety, -that < our hiftorians borrow as much
¢¢ from the affeCtions and phantafies of the writers,
¢ as from the truth; and are, for the moft part
¢ of them, built altogether upon unwritten rela-
“¢ tions and traditions :*> but that ¢ letters written
¢ re natd, and bearing a fynchronifm and equa-
“lity of time cum rebus geftis, have no other
¢ fault, than that, which was imputed to Virgil,
 wibil peccat, wifi quod nibil peccet: They {fpeak
< the truth too plainly, and caft too glaring a
¢ light for that age, wherein they were or are
¢ written.”® ‘
The Antients, it muft be owned, were wanting
to themielves, in not making ufe of fuch autho-
rities; and to us, in not tranfmitting them down
to pofterity. This defect, which is but ill com-
penfated by the elegance and fpirit of the ficti-
tious fpeeches, with which their hiftories abound,
is the more to be regretted, fince we fee to what
excellent purpofes the collection of Cicero’s Letters
has been applied by our learned friend Dr. Middle-
#on, who his, by means of them, illuftrated one
confiderable period of the Romax hiftory in a man-
ner, which does honour to our age and country.
‘And what light might not have been thrown, by
fuch a feries of Demofthenes’s Epiftles, upon the
hiftory of ‘Greece during the reign of Philip of
Macedon, the invader of its liberties ; when even
his Orations, adipecies of writing, that affordslefs
variety
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variety of fafts, and more grounds of fufpicion
with regard to the truth of them, have, in the
bands of Tourreil and Olivier (¢), been highly
fubfervient to the unfolding of the chara&er and
eonduét of that wife, but ambitious Prince ?
Father Paul’s Hiftory of the Council of Trent
is the firft inftance of a work of this kind, drawn
from origiral evidence ; which has fupported it
againft all the arts and eloquence of Cardinal Pa/-
Javacini : and Time, which ufually leffens the cre-
dit of other hiftories, has added new authority
to this by every difcovery, which has been fince
made relating to the fubject of it. The per-
formance of this great and good man has ferved
for an example to Lord Herbers (whofe Life of
King Henry VIIL. is chiefly form’d from our re-
cords;) as likewife to Burnet, IEnfant, and
Brawds 5 and tanght the world to expet of fubfe-
quent hiftorians a weightier atteftation, than their
own affertions, or the popular traditions of the
times when they wrote. Tbhuanus’s hiftory de-
ferves the character, which Thucydides gives to his
own, of K7ipa icdei, @ Work for Eternity; and
will be immortal, from his infinite pains in inform-
ing himfelf of the truth, by a correfpondence
with perfons of all parties, and all countries, and
his unbiaflfed candour in relating it. Nor could
the prejudices of the religion, in which he was
{c) Hiftoire de Philippe de Mzcedoine : par M. Olivier, de
T'Academie des Belles Lettres de Marfeille, Paris 1740. 8vo.
Ag qducated.,
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educated, prevail on him to juftify, extenuate,
or conceal, what was -pretended to be done for
its intereft, in violation of juftice or humanity ;
nor the folicitations or refentments of King
Fames 1. induce him to alter or foften the charac-
ter of his Royal Mother, when orice he had fatif-
fied himfelf about it by a full inquiry among the
‘moft impartial witnefles. But Varillas and Maim-
Dourg, once the delight of thofe, who read only
for amufement, have, upon a due examination,
funk into negleét and oblivion ; the former pre-
‘tending to anecdotes from invifible manuferipts,
in order to give a fanttion to his own improbable
fictions ; and the latter being equally wanting in
"diligence and fincerity, though he faw the ufe of
State-letters, and, in one memorable inftance (),
has deftroyed the credit of Davila’s elaborate .ac-
‘dount of a converfation between Henry IIL of
* France and Cardinal Morofini, the Pope’s Legate,
immediately after the affaffination of the Duke of
Guife at Blois, by fhewing from the Legate’s
own letters, that he could not procure any audience
of that King till three days after. Monfr. de ol-
taire’s Life of Charles XII. of Sweden will foon
be upon the fame foot with Quintus Curtius, and
only be read, like his Henriade, for the vigour
of its ftyle, and the force and beauty of imagina-
-tion, which animate it; . while the truth of his
.Hero’s charatter and ations will be fought in the

(4) Hift. de la Ligue, L.IIL
more
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more languid, but more exaé narration of ‘Mr.
Nordberg (e). . The famewill, in all probability,
be the fate of another French writer, Father Daniel,
admired for his genius, but too indolent for an
hiftorian, who declares the ftudy of State-papers
to be a tafk of more fatigue than ufe*; and being
fhewn, in the Royal library at Paris, a vaft col-
leGtion of original manufcripts relating to the
hiftory of Francefrom the reign of Lewis X1 fpent
a fingle hourin turning over the volumes, and then
declared, that he was fully fatisfied; intimating to
Father Tournemine, that he did not want thofe
old papers, paperaffes, for his hiftory (f); which
is indeed, what might be expe&ed from fuch a
hand, a mere compilation from the moft trivial
books, in a more elegant ftyle, anda more regu-
lar method. - :

The correéter and more extenfive plans, which
have been formed of modern hiftory, have occa-
fioned the bringing to light the treafures of the
cabinets of feveral eminent Statefmen. And while
France has favoured the world with the letters of
dOffat, Feannin, d’Eftrades, &c. and Holland
with thofe-of de #itt 5 our nation has produced

() Chaplain to Chkarles XII. His Work was firft publifhed
in Savedifb, and fince in French in 4 Volumes 4to.

* Hift. de France, Pref. p. LII. edit. Paris 1729. 4to.

(/) Langlet de Frefnoy, Supplement de la Methode pour
étudier 'Hiftoire, Catal. des Haftor. p. 150, edit. Paris 1740.
4to. & de 'Ufage dec Romans, Tom. I. p. 110. edit. Amf.
1734.

thofe
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thofe of Throckmorton, Smith, - Waifingham,
Burghley, the Sidneys, Winwood, Roe, Thurloe,
Ormonde, Orrery, Temple, &c. From thefe, and
what elfe may be hoped for of the fame kind,
the hiftory of our country will foon be raifed to 2
degree of perfection, which may excite the emu-
lation of our neighbours, if a genius equal to fuch
a tafk will condefcend to reduce thefe ample ma-
terials into a proper form.

To contribute in fome meafure to fo noble 2
defign, at leaft by fupplying new materials, Iun-
dertook the following work ; in which I have en-
deavoured to apply the unpublifhed State-papers
of fome great men to the illuftration of feveral
points of our hiftory, which have not yet been
defcribed in their due proportions. At the fame
time I thall have an opportunity of doing juftice
to the charaéers and merits of thofe men, who,
tho’ they ferved their country with equal fidelity
and abilities,do not make fo confpicuous a figure in
our annals, as others of a2 more turbulent difpofi-
tion, whofe ambition, like the -public calamities of
peftilence and war,. not only employed the atten-
tien, and caufed the mifery, of their own times,
but has left lafting marks of its fatal effeGts for
the chief theme of hiftorians, and a warning, in-
ftead of example, to pofterity. And, upon this
occafion, it will be but equitable to the memory
of one of the meaneft of our Princes, to obferve,
that the Minifters employed by King Fames I. in

foreign
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foreign negotiations were generally men eminent
for their talents in that kind.  But his misfortune
was, that their advice was feldom afked, and
fcarce ever followed by him 3 his conduét being
intirely governed by the paffions and interefts of
his favourites, or his own pedantic and arbitrary
principles.

In order to give you a juft view of the prefent
work, it will be proper to infert here fome account
of the perfons, whofe papers have furnithed me
with the materials.

Sir Thomas Edmondes was defcended of a good
family, different branches of which fettled in
feveral counties: but the books in the Heralds
office are fo defettive in his pedigree (g), thatit
is not to be traced higher than his grandfather
Henry Edmondes, of New Sarum in the county of
Wilts, Gent. who, by his wife Fulian, daughter
of William Brandon, of the fame county, had iffue
Laurence his eldeft fon and heir; Henry, his fe-
cond fon ; and Thomas, his third fon ; and three
daughters ; Fulian, married to Thomas Codemore ;
Olyffe, married to Alexander Good; and Fane,
married to Fobn Vanner. Thomas Edmondes, the
youngeft fon of Henry above-mentioned, was cuf-
tomer of the port of Plymouth and Foye in Devon-

(g) Wood, Athen. Oxon. Vol.I. col. 472. 2d edit. is ex-
tremely erroneous in his account of our Sir Thsmas Edmondes,
whom he fuppofes to have been brother to Sir Clemnnt Ed-
mondes, the tranflator of Czfar’s Commentarics, and {on of Sir
Thomas Edmondes, Comptroller of the King’s Houfhold.

Shire,
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Shire, and married JFoan daughter of Anthony Da-
laber of Sherborn in Dorfetfbire, Efq; and by her
had five fons, Sylvefter, William, Fobn*, Arthur,
and Thomas. ThisThomas, afterwards Sir Thomas,
was born before the year 1564, being mentioned
in the vifitation-book of #zlliam Harvey, Claren-
tius, of that year. In what fchool or univerfity
he was educated, does not appear ; but he was
introduced into public bufinefs under that expe-
rienced Statefman, Sir Francis Walfingbam, Se-
cretary of Stateto Queen Elizabeth ; and by that
Queen, who was remarkable for her judgment in
the choice of men, was employed as her agent to
King Henry IV. of France, in which poft he con-
tinued till 7ume 1599, without any other reward
than the office of Secretary to her Majefty for
the French tongue, of which he had a grant in
May 1596. In December 1599 he was fent by
the Queen to the Archduke Albert about a treaty
of peace; as he was again in March following
upon the fame bufinefs. In May 1600 he was
one of the Commiffioners in the treaty of Bon-
logne ; and after his return was appointed one of
the Clerks of the Council ; and in Fuze 1601 was
fent again to France. 'When King Fames 1. came
_to the Crown of Englaud, he was knighted ; and
in Aprif 1605. fent Embaffador to the Archduke

* He died unmarried at the houfe of Sir Thomas Stukeley,
on St. Peter’s-hill, Loxdon, 25 Fume 1635, and was mtcrred
in the Church of St. Peter’s. Funeral Certificates in the
Heralds Office. : : )

at
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at’ Bruffels, where he refided till about the end
of Auguf 1609; and, in May 1610, went in the
fame employment to the Court of France, where
he continued many years. His long experience,
and important fervices, gave him a juft claim to
the poft of Secretary of State; but he was not
able to procure it, for reafons perhaps, which
did him honour under fo weak and corrupt an ad-
miniftration, as that of King Fames I.’s favour-
ites. But at laft, in December 1616, he was made
Comptroller of the Houthold to his Ma-
jefty, and, in Jawuary 1617-18, advanced to
be Treafurer of the Houthold ; which poft he
held till his death. © He had been chefen into
the Houfe of Commons in the beginning of that
King’s reign; but his employments abroad pre-
vented him from attending there till his return
home, when we find his name among the princi-
pal fpeakers in the Journals of that Houfe. In
the firft Parliament of King Cbarles 1. which
met Fune 18th 1625, he fat as member for the
Univerfity of Oxford (f); for which he was like-
wife returned in the next Parliament, which met
at Weftminfler on the 26th of February followings
but his election being declared void (g), he was
ele&ted afterwards for another place. In September
1629 he was fent Embaflador to the French Court,
to receive Lewss XI1Ith’s oath for the performance
of the treaty lazely figned, by the mediation of the
(f) Wteod, Hiftor. & Antiq. Univerfit. Oxon. L. IL p. 443.

{g) Journals of the Houfe of Commons, Vol. I. p. 837.
Repub-
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Republic of Venice, between the two Crowns ;
and with this honourable Commiffion he con-
cluded all his foreign employments. In Fune
1635 he was feized with the palfy in one of his
hands; but, by proper revulfions, he recovered
of it (b)3 and furvived feveral years, dying Szp-
tember 20th 1639 (7). He married Magdalene,
one of the daughters and coheirs of Sir Fobn
Woed, Knight, Clerk of the Signet (£); and, by
this Lady, who died at Paris the 31{t of December
1614, with a character amiable and exemplary in
all refpects, he had one fon, Henry, born in 16003
but whofe death, in September 1635, was no lofs
to his father, as he was funk into the moft inve-
terate and incorrigible habit of drunkennefs (/).
He had likewife three daughters, 1. Jfabella, born
at Bruffels in November 1607, who had her name
from the Archduchefs her Godmother (), and
was married about March 1624-5, to Henry
Lord De la War (n) : 1I. Mary, married to Ro-
bert Mildmay, Efq; by whom fhe had Benjamin
Lord Fitzwalter, father of the prefent Earl Fitz-
walter (0): III. Louifa, born at Paris in 1611,
and baptized on the 1 5th of Seprember, Lewis X111,

(#) Letters and Difpatches of Thomas Earl of Strafforde,
Vol. I. p. 435. (i) Peck’s Defiderata Curiofa, Vol. IL.
L.XIV.p.18.  Wood, Athen. Oxon. Vol. I. col. 472.
fays, that he died in Nowember. (#) He died September
sth, 1610. (/) Strafforde’s letters, Vol. I. p. 463. (m) Sir
Tho. Edmondes’s MS. State-Papers, Vol. IV. () Lord
Carcw to Sir Tho. Roe, z25th of March r625. Roe’s Ne-
gotiations with the Grand Signor, p. 371- (o) Collins’s
Peera'rc of Ergland, Vol. IIL p. z32. 2d edit,

ftand-
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ftanding Godfather, and the Queen Regent God-
mother, by their proxies the Princefs of Orange
and the Duke of Bouillon*. In March 1635-6
fhe married clandeftinely one of her father’s
genteeler fervants (p). Sir Thomas had with
his wife the Manor of .#/ins in the parithes of
Stapleford-Abbot and Navefivke in Effex, where
Inigo Fomes built for him a Manfion-houfe, de-
lightfully fituated in a park, now the feat of Sir
Fobun Abdy, Baronet (g).

Sir Thomas Edmondes was a man of uncom-
mon fagacity, and indefatigable induftry, in his
employments abroad; always attentive to the
motions of the Courts, where he refided, and
punétual and exatt in reporting them to his
own: Of a firm and unfhaken refolution in
the difcharge of his duty, beyond the influence
of terror, flattery, or corruption. The French
Court, in particular, dreaded his experience and
abilities, and would gladly have removed fo intel-
ligent and fevere an obferver from his ftation
amongft them : And the Popifh and Spanifb party
there could fcarce difguife their hatred of fo zealous
a fupporter of the Proteftant intereft in that King-
dom. His ftyle is clear, ftrong, and mafculine,
and entirely free from the pedantry and puerili-
ties, which infeéted the moft applauded writers of
that age, Lord Bacon, Sit Henry Wotton, Dr.

* Journal de Regne de Henry IV. Roide France, par
Pierre de I'Etoile, Tom. IV. p. 225, 226. edit. de la Haye,

1741, (p) Strafforde’s Letters, Vol. I. p. 523. (¢, Hi-
flory and Antiquities of Effex, p. 43, 44,

Donne,



wi INTRODUCTION.

Donne, &c. His letters and papers, which com-
pofe twelve volumes in folio, were once in the ca-
binet of Secretary Thurloe, and afterwards in that
of the Lord ChancellorSomers. And it isobfervable,
that thofé two great men, . whofe natural talents
for the adminiftration of affairs were fuperior to
thofe of moft others, thought the ftudy. of fuch
collections of the higheft ufe to themfelves'; and.
that the experience of their predeceffors was a
confiderable improvement. of their own.

Sir GEorGE CaRrE W, whofe admirable Re-
lation of the State of France is a model, upon
which Embaffadors may form and digeft their
notions and reprefentations, and for the com-
munication of which the public, as well as my-
felf, are highly obliged to you, was a native of
Cornwall, and of the antient family of Eaf- -
thony 5 being younger brother * of RichardCarew,
Efq; aunthor of the S#rvey of Cornwall, and fe-
cond {onof Thomas Carew (a) of Eaft Anthony, Eq;
by Elizabeth Edgecombe,daughter of Richard Edge-
combe, of Edgecombe in Cornwall, Efq; He was edu-

* Wood, Athen. Oxon. Vol. I col. 452. by miftake fays
ancle. .(a) This Thomas Careav was fon and heir of Sir
Wymond Carew,of Eaft- Authony, Knight, by Martha, daugh-
ter of Edmund, and fifter of Sir Authony Denny, Knight.
Sir Wymond was fon and heir of Fohn Careaw, the fon and
heir of Alexander Carcay, of Eaff-Anthony, B{q; third fon of
Nicholas Baron Carew, who lived in the reign of Henry VI,
Vifitation-book of Decvon and Cormwal, taken in the year
1620, by Sir Henry St. George, Richmond, and Sampfon Len-
nard, Bluemantle, “ol. 27. and Funeral Certificates in the
Heralds Office, fol. 22.
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