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PREFACE.

Durixe the interval which has elapsed
since the campaign of 1815, the author,
whilst attached to the staff of His Excel-
lency Lieutenant-General Count Woron-
zow, had frequent opportunities of making
inquiries, and collecting information re-
specting its different occurrences: this he
has done with the desire of gaining pro-
fessional knowledge, aware that a single
military operation well examined and un-
derstood, would afford more useful inform-
ation than the study of theoretical works.
He has had the good fortune to become
acquainted with officers of high merit in
both contending armies, whose observations
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have been carefully stored, and he has sub-
sequently employed his leisure moments
in arranging these materials, and incorpo-
rating them with the account of the cam-
paign he had already published in 1815.
In all military narratives much detail
about positions and corps is almost in-
evitable, for without this, only a very im-
perfect notion can be attained of the con-
tests to which they refer, and the author
is aware of the difficulty he encounters in
publishing this narrative, which is unusually
replete with them. But on the other hand,
he feels confident, that there are many,
especially military men, who will consider
them as vouchers for the accuracy of his
account, and he has therefore not hesitated
to embody them in the work, throughout
which the strictest attention has been paid
to placing the several events in as fair and

impartial a light as possible.



PREFACE. Vi1

The Plans originally published were made
from sketches taken on the spot, and from
memoranda made during the actions. Plans
of the invasions of Italy and France, and
of the battle of Ligny, have been added;
and although they are far from being as
complete as could be wished, they will assist,
in some degree, the intelligence of the
operations : but it is requested that it may
be borne in mind, that all the plans are in-
tended to convey an idea of the chief cha-
racter, and not to give the minute detail
of the various events of each battle.



ERRATA.

Page 38, line 19, for bridge, read bridges.

48,
48,
61,
67,
74,
80,
93,
94,
95,

116,

15, for Vinche, read Vincke.
19, for Kemp, read Kempt.

5, for Girard, read Gérard.
10, for Belgium, read Belgian.

5, for making, read masking.
20, for Dowzelot, read Donzelot.
23, for Dowzelot, read Donzclot.
15, for charges, read changes.

11, for Dowzelot, read Donzelot.
16, for halt, read march.
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AN

HISTORICAL SKETCH

OF THE

CAMPAIGN OF 1815.

THE treaty of Paris, in 1814, had traced the
outline of the political relationship of the Eu-
ropean States, but the claims of the several
powers were yet to be discussed in the congress
of Vienna, which, after long and anxicus ex-
pectation, was opened in the month of October,
1814. The wvarious interests of the different
cabinets were so difficult to adjust, that nearly
six months elapsed from that period, without
any important result being announced: the
armies of the several states had been retained
upon a war establishment, and the probability
of a durable peace seemed ncarly as far re-
moved as at the commencement of the dis-
cussions. '

It was at this period that Napoleon, aware

of the discussions at Vienna, and of the poli-
B
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tical and discontented state of France, assem-
bled his faithful followers on the 25th of Feb.
1815, and announcing his intended return to
France, immediately embarked and set sail.
His arrival in the Gulf of Juan, and landing
on the 1st of March, with his triumphant pro-
gress to the capital, which he reached on the
20th of the same month, are too well known to
require a fresh detail. 'The news of this event
spread with the utmost rapidity over all Eu-
rope, and the alarm which it occasioned in the
congress of Vienna contributed materially to
shorten its deliberations. The allied sovereigns
deemed the maintenance of peace, and of the
independence of their states impossible, whilst
the dynasty of Napoleon possessed the throne
of France. His overthrow was therefore de-
termined on, and a declaration* to this effect
was made public soon after the news of his
landing had reached Vienna.

France, again mepaced with invasion, left
no means untried to maintain peace, but
every offer. was rejected ; war therefore was in-
evitable;.and much as she had been weakened
by her former campaigns, the eagerness with

* See Appendix, No. L.



