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P R E F A C E.

HE perufal of Major Rennell’s Memoir for

* illuftrating his Map of Indoftan, one of the
moft valuable geographical treatifes that has appeared
in any age or country, gave rife to the following
work:” Tt fuggefted—to-me—the—idea-of examining
more fully than I had done in the Introduory
Book to my Hiftory of America, into the know-
ledge which the Ancients had of India, and of
confidering what is certain, what is obfcure, and
what is fabulous, in the accounts of that country
which they have handed down to us. In un-
dertaking this inquiry, I had originally no other
obje& than my own amufement and inftru&ion :
' a But
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P R E F A C E

But in carrying it on, and confulting with care the
authors of antiquity, fome fas, hitherto unob-
ferved, and many which had not been examined
with proper attention, occurred; mnew views
opened ; my ideas gradually extended and became
more interefting ; until, at length, I imagined that
the refult of my refearches might prove amufing
and inftru&ive to others, by exhibiting fuch a view
of the various modes in which intercourle with
India had been carried on from the earlieft times,
as might thew how much that great branch of
commerce has contributed, in every age, to in-
creafe the wealth and power of the nations which

poflefled it.

- A e

Txus the Hiftorical D1fqu1ﬁt1on which T now
lay before the Reader was begun and completed.
What degree of merit it poffefles, the Public muft
determine. My grateful recolle&tion of the fa-
vourable manner in which my other works have
been received, naturally increafes the {olicitude with
which I wait for its decifion concerning this which
I now publifh.

WHEN



