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AN

ESTIMATE, &c.

}k Biry, for afcertaining the populatinn of
Great Britain, being now undet the confidera-
tion of the Legiflature, I am induced to avail
myfelf of the opportunity, which the difcuffion
of this fubjeét prefents, to lay before the public
a comparative eftimate of our numbers at the
clofe of the feventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
Part of this eftimate is felefted from a work
which I publithed three years ago; the remain-
der is the refult of communications, recently ob-
tained from difiriéls, principally, if not entirely,
agricultural: :

Of the various fubje&s to which political
arithmetic has been applied, none, perhaps,
have furnithed fo much matter for ingenious

B difputation
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- difputation as our population. Twenty years
ago, Dr. Price maintained, upon the authority
of the returns of the Tax-Office Surveyors, that
the number of houfes in England and Wales, in
the year 1777, amounted to 952,734 ; and,
averaging the various accounts he had received,
that five perfons per houfe were more than a
fair allowance: he, therefore, inferred, that the
number of inhabitants in the fouthern part of
the empire did not exceed 5,000,000.* His
opponents contended that, with refpett to cot-
tages, (or houfes exempted from affeflment,) the
returns of the Surveyors were extremely inaccu-
rate; that five perfons per houfe, including
public buildings, were probably lefs than the
average of the kingdom ; and that inftead of
5,000,000, 8,000,000, or even 10,000,000 might
be afflumed as the population of England and
Wales. There are many who now think, that
a ftill ‘higher number is nearer the truth. The
information, however, which individuals can
~ obtain, forms fo fmall a part of the mafs of
knowledge that is wanted upon fo intricate a
fubjett, that general conclufions ought not to be
admitted, without many qualifications. He who

* Price’s Effay on the Population of England, firft publithed
in 1779, '

- looks
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lIooks. for more than probabilities, will be dif
appointed. Moral certainty cannot, in inquiries
of this nature, be expetted to refult from invef-
tigations into the number of baptifms, burials,
taxed houfes, cottages, and inhabitants, in par-
ticular diftri®s. With this impreffion on my
mind, I offer to the confideration of others thofe
documents which have afforded convilion to
myfelf ; and I offer them with the lefs hefitation,
as any errors in this eftimate (errors which will
be readily excufed, by all who are accuftomed
to {uch difquifitions) muft foon be detefted. I
thall probably clofe the lift of thofe who, in
refearches concerning the progrefs of one of the
moft important (perhaps the moft important) of
our national refources, are obliged to colle¢t in-
formation from returns of taxed houfes; or from
excifes on confumable commodities ; or (fiill
more perplexing tafk) 1o

Search it there, where, tec be bornand die,
O rich and poor makes all the hittory.

The propofed enumeration of the people will
fuperfede the ufe of ingenious guefics and plau-
fible fpeculations, drawn from fuch dufa; and
(I truft) prove, beyond the pofiibility of doubt,
that, among the difirefles of the times, we have
not to deplore a declining population.

B 2 In
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In the following ten Tables, which were
formed from materials contained in ¢ The State
of the Poor,” (the work above alluded to), the
baptifms, burials, and marriages, are the num-
ber annually, on the average of the laft feven
1794, or 1795; except in the following in-
ftances:

Stapleton is for the year 1795,

" Overingham is the average of fix years, ending with 1794.
Monkwearmouth, of four years, ending with 1794,

© North Shields, of two years, ending with 1795.

The larger numbers, in Table VII. are not the
refult of attual enumeration ; yet, as great pains
were ufed to obtain both the affeffed houfes, and
number of inhabitants in the manufatturing

towns, I offer them as approximations to the
truth,

TABLE
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TABLE I

AGRICULTURAL PARISHES.

: Affefied

COUNTY. PARISH. Baptifms.| Burials. | Houfes,
Bedford . ... | Houghton-Regis . . . | 143 133 47
Bucks . . . . . | Maids-Mortor: . . . . L8 19
Winflow . . .. ... | 385 243 101

Cumberland . . | Caftle-Carrock . . . 8: 3 31
Gilcrux ce e 52 33 24

Cumrew .. .. ... 3 27

Cumwhitton . . . .. gl 63 5o

Harrington . o o . . . | 34} 24% 101

Sebergham . . . ... 23% 143 8o

Kirkofwald .. ... | 173 148 07

Devon . .. .. | Clyft, St. George . . 8 s 18
Gloucefter . . . {Stapleton . . .. . .. 53| 38 84
Rodmarton . . . . . .| 11d 62 9

Herts .. ... |Chipping-Barnet . . .| 53| 32% 120
Kent ..... |Chalk ..... .. 8 13
Cobham .. ... .. 154 151 40

Hothfield . . . . . .. 113 54 40

| Meopham ... ... 222 137 48

Leicefter . .. | Kibworth-Beauchzmp 283 250 124
Alford ... .. ... 364 183 46

Spillby . .. ... 264 162 121

Swincihead . . . . .. 634 463 166

Willoughby .. . .. 9l 8"

Northampton Brixworth . ... .. 203 20 35
Nottingham . . | Overingham . . o 53 24
Oxford . ... |Deddington .. ... 48 1] o102
Rutland . . . North-Luffenham . . 10 74 23
Surry .. ... Efher ...... ... 243 233 gv
Reigate . . . .. s - | 5 4():5. 220
Walton-on-Thames . | 457 373 1359




( 6)

AGRICULTURAL PARISHES, CONTINUED.

' . ’ Affefled

COUNTY. . PARISH. Bnptifm_s. Burials. Houfes.
Suffex .+ . . . Chailey . . o0 v o v 208 174 57
Warwick . .. |Southam . ......]| 281 195 86
AWeftmorland . | Orton. . « « o « o « « | 347 223 205
Worcefter . . . | Inkborough . « . o« v | 434 25% 72
1York « . ... |Great Driffield . ... | 373 263 160
Pocklington . . ... . 417 38% 150

Stokefley . .« ... .| 534 423 158

Denbigh . . . . | Llanferras ...« .. | 175 931" 40
10074 73151 3030

1

]

TARLE
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TABLE II.

. TOWNS and MANUFACTURING PARISHES.

York

COUNTY. PARISH. - iwﬁfms. Burials. ﬁl?‘:ge:
Bedford . ... |Dunftable ...... 293 234 115
Bucks . . ... Buckingham . . ... 733 402 230|
Berks . . ... |St. Mary, Reading. . 7% 89;7* 240
Derby . . . .. Chefterfield. . . . .. 1533 1128 370

AllSaints, Detby . . | o13| 793 300

St. Michael, Derby . | 203 232 65

St. Werburgh, Derby. | 715 64.@ 228

Devon . .... South Tawton . . . . | 533 283 73
Durham . . . . | Monkwearmouth . . . | 1273 1637 274
Tanfield + . . . .% . 753l 644 130

Effex...... All-Saints, Colchefter | 477 9:7 58
Hereford . . . . | All-Saints, Hereford . | 55% 11,57 16¢
St. Nicholas, Hereford 16| 113 102

Herts ... .. Abbey-Ch. 5t. Albans | 497 325 o7
Lancafter . Bury o v v i v e na 47657; 2583 325
Leicefter . . . . | Afhby-de-la-Zouch. . | 654 6o 195
| St. Martin, Leicefter . | 76 79_;/'{ 520

Lincoln . ... |Louth ... .... .| 1193 9;}1 39z
Middlefex . . . | Ealing v . v ... 1683 1674 355
‘Monmouth. . . | Monmouth . . . . .. 682 éég 351
Norfolk . ... | Norwich .. ..... 1082-:; Imzé 2200
Nortiampton . | All-Saints,Northampten| ¢g3| 91| 408
Northumberland | North Shiélds 306 3621 740
Nottingham . . | Newark . ... ... 219%| 1514 605
St. Mary, Nottingham | 764 | 482 | 1200

Somerfet. . . . | Minehead . ... .. 30 | 19§ 110
Warwick . .. Sutton-Colefield . . 917 574 203
Wilts v oo o o[ Seend. v v v u v o 393 233 63

3
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TOWNS AND MANUFACTURING PARISHES, CONTINUED.

’ - Aflefled
COUNTY. PARISH. Baptifms.| Burials. | Houdes.

York . ....|Burton....... . 34:;*‘ 223 51
Ecclesfield . . . .. . | 1683 1104 328

Leeds . v ... ... |935% 8383 1836
Shefield . . ... .. |1608512135 2365
Skipton ... ... .| 60% 55% 121

. 7318460893 {14810
Brought over from Table 1. roo73| 7313| 3030

Total 832636821 17840

Baptifms to Burials as 10 to 8%.
Affefled Houles to Baptifins as 10 to 45

TABLE
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TABLE III.
AGRICULTURAL PARISHES.

COUNTY. PARISH. RBaptifms. | Marriages
Bucks . . .. . | Maids-Morton . ..| 8%| 4
, Winflow. .. ... 38—- 7%
Cumberland, . . [Cumrew . . ... .| 55| 2
Sebergham . ... .| 23%| 43

Kirkofwald. . . . . 173 47

Devon . . ... | Clyft, St. George . 82 2%
Gloucefter . . . | Stapleton . . . .1 53 17
Rodmarton . . . . .} 115 2
Kenteooo..|Chalk ....... 7% 4
Cobha-fn’ s 8 s a e e 15';- 6

Hothfield « « o . . .} 112 25

Meopham . . .+ . . . 222 53

Leicefter . . . } Kilworth-Beauchamp| 283 9%
Northampton . | Brixworth .. ...} 213 5%
Oxford. . . .. Deddington . . . . .| 48 8%
Rutland . . . . | North Luffenham. .| 10 27
Surry . ... Efher ... ] 243 | 4%
Reigate . v v o ..} 359 157

Warwick . .. |Southam.......| 28 73
Weftmorland . |Orton.z......] 343 75
York . ... |Great Drifficld . . . 379 | 10
Pocklington. . . « .} 413 | 133

Stokefley . o« .o 535 | 127

Denbigh » .+ . | Llanferras .« . o} 17% 23
627 | 1633

TABLk
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TABLE IV.
TOWNS and MANUFACTURING PARISHES.

——n

COUNTY: PARISH. Bantifr

Bedford. . . : . | Dunftable . .. ,,..| 205 82
Bucks ... .. | Buckingham. .. ... 7334 203
Berks. . . . .. | St. Mary, Reading . . 78'1 262
Devon . . ... |South Tawton .., . 533 131
Durham . . . ..| Monkwearmouth , . . 12731 52
_ {Tanfield, .. ..... 7531 165
Effex. .. ... | All-Saints, Colchefter 475 218
Herts. . . . . ..{ Abbey-Church,StAlhans 497] 122
Hereford . . . . | All-Saints, Hereford . 553 141
St. Nicholas, Hereford| I ]

Lancafter .. .| Bury........ oo | 4783 1673
Leicefter. . . . | Afkby-de-la-Zouch . . 654 213
Middlefex ... | Ealing. . ....... 1683 603
Monmouth . . . | Monmouth .. ....| 682 19
Northampton ...| All-Saints,Northamptn| g3 40
Northumberland | North Shields . . , . .| 366 127
Somerfet . .. ..| Minehead . ,..... 30 6
Warwick ... |Sutton-Colefield. .". .| g1y 1 54
§Wilss ... . 18eend ... .. ceoe| 393 72
§York,..... ! Ecclesfield. ., . ... 16831 43¢
N Sheffeld . . ... .. . 116085 429

st e, | e,

: 37903 [11304!
Brought over from Table IIL, 6277 1632

‘ Total 4,417:;* 12042

———_ | o—————

Baptifms to Marriages, as 1 to 3 nearly,

e TABLE
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' TABLE V.

AGRICULTURAL PARISHES.

COUNTY. PARISH. Baptifims. Populat;on.
Bucks .+, . . |Winflow . .. . . . 385 | 1,100
Cumberland , . |Caftle<Carrock . 821 232

Cumrew .« oo« « 551 146

Gilcrux .o « « <+ - 5% | 207

Harrington . « . . . 34.? 1,412

Kirkofwald . . . . . 175 | 937

Gloucefter . . . Stapleton . . . . . . 53 {1,377
Kent. .. ... Meopham . . . . . 2232 | b1z
Northampton . |Brixworth .. ... 213 | Boo
Nottingham . . |Overingham . . . .| g% | 240
Rutland . . North Luffenham . .| 10 3.0
Worcefter . . . {Inkborough .. 437 | 889
2395 | 8262

¢ TADLE



