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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tur following sheets were composed in obedience to the
public voice. The circumstances that led to an Embassy to
China, the preparations that were made, the route that was
pursued, lhe countries that were visited, the transactions
" that look place, all excited a curiosity, whick the Minester,
who originaled the measure, was well disposed to gratify.
And il was thought most likely to be satisfactory that the ma-
terials for thas purpose should be entrusted to a person who
had been himself acquainted, from the bggz’nning, wrth every
particular of the expedition ; and who, afterwards, was pre-
sent at every tang that passed during the progress of it.
Fle has endeavoured to acquit himself of thes duty, with all
the diligence that the ill health under which he laboured
would allow, in the expectation that, from the NECESSATY .
delay of the Engravings, the Public would not have to wait
Jor lus part of the performance; and in the hope, likewsse,
that hus efforts would be received with greater allowance,
than of he had come forward from the suggestions of his
own mind, and with a consciousness of talent and literary
altainments, which might enable kim to defy the severity
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of criticism.
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