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ITPEANCIIOBUE ABTOPA

Tak kak maxmaTHas 3a1a4a, IpuBeIeHHAasl Ha TTPebl-
NyIIe CTpaHuIle, MOCTaBUJIa B TYIMK HEKOTOPBIX YMTa-
TeJiel, MHE cliefyeT, OYeBUIHO, OOBSICHUTh, YTO OHA CO-
CTaBJIeHa B COOTBETCTBMU C IMpaBUJIaMU — HACKOJIbKO
9TO KacaeTcsl CaMUX XOJOB.

[IpaBna, oyepenHOCTbh YEpHBIX W O€JbIX HE Bceraa
co0I01aeTCsl ¢ Haajlexalleil CTporocThblo, a pOKMPOBKa
Tpex KoposieB mMpoCTO 03HAYaeT, YTO BCE TPHU MOMATAIOT
BO IBOpEIl; OAHAKO BCIKMUI, KTO BO3bMET Ha Ce0s1 TPpy.
paccTaBuTh QUTYPHI U TIPOJIEJIATh YKa3aHHbIE XOIbl, yOe-
nuTes, uto max Koposro benbix Ha 1IecTOM Xony, TToTepst
yepHbiMU KoH$ Ha cenbMoM U huHaIbHBIN MaT Kopoutto
YepHbIX HE TPOTUBOPEYAT 3aKOHAM UTPHI.

Poxcoecmeo, 1896 e.



M ol roHbLll dpyxacok! Teoe demcmeo npexpacHo,
U noaon meoit mup uydecamiu.
Ilycmb 20061 mekym HenpeaoscHo u 1acmHo,
Tloaxcusuu kaaos mexcdy Hamu,
Ho kak 6aaeodaprno meoii 630p 3aeopumcs,
Koeoa s mebe nodapio nebviauyy.

U nycmo 5 He 3Han, Kak cmeeuibcst mol, cpaszy
Om cmexa yeemkom pacygemas,
U nycmb 060 mMHe mblL He 6CNOMHUULL HU PA3Y,
Moii ronwiit dpyxcok, nodpacmas,
U nycmo nawa ecmpeua nHedoneo npooiumes, —
boiaa 6v1 mot pada moeii nebbviauye.

Ona Hauanace Kak Aemuss Waniocmy
(U 6ce smo dasnss dagHocms)),
Kak npuckaska k cuemy, umob éécen nosemy
[Ipuoams copasmeprHocms u nAaABHOCHb.
H 6 namamu xcue ewje naeck ux coenacHwlil,
U 20061 cmupanu eco nonanpachy.



Caoducow dice u cayuaii 0 Cmpancmeusnx 0aibHux,
OHu yenwlil geyep npooasmcs,
Tlokyoda mebe 6 amy CKyuHYIO CHANABHIO
Euwe ne éensm omnpasaamocs.
Mot demu nocmapuie, Opyscok mMoil, u umo-mo
Ham moace noxcumocs 6 nocmenv Heoxoma.

3a okHamu x0400, U ¢ HOCBUCIOM OAUHHBIM
byuwyem memenwv no cocedcmey.
A 30ecb, neped nvlulyuium aibim KAMUHOM,
THe3do 6e33ab0mHo20 demcemea.
Croea obaadarom 804ueOHO 81ACMbIO,
U mut He yeavliuiusb, Kax 6oem HeHacmoe.

Ilycmb daxce k pacckasy Ha mue NPUKOCHemcst
Heuasnno ovimka nevwanu
Ilo nemy, komopoe k Ham He eepHemcsl,
I1o onam, umo dagHo om3eyuaiu,
Ho 6yps nanpacho 3a okHamu 3aumcs:
He mponymeo eil Hauty ¢ mo6oii HebObLAULY.



Imasa [

3A3EPKAJIBHBIN JIOM

H €COMHEHHO ObLJI0 OTHO, 3 UMEHHO, 4YTO CHEeXMHKa
371EChb HU TIPU YEM M BMHOBATa BO BCEM MCKJIIOYU-
teabHo Kiisikca. BoT yxxe ueTBepTh yaca, Kak CHEXXUMHKY
yMbIBaJjia MaTh (4TO, HAJIO OTAATh €l JOJKHOE, Ta CHOCU-
Jia BIOJIHE MOKOPHO). Tak 4To K 3TOM 1IaJ0CTU OHA MpPO-
CTO HE MOIJIAa MTPUJIOXKHUTH JAMKY.

JdvHa yMbIBaja CBOMX KOTAT CJIEOYIOIIUMM oOOpa-
30M: OTHOM JIaIlO OHA MpuAepXKKBaJia OeIHIXKKY 3a YXO,
a Ipyrou Tepjia MOpAOYKY MPOTUB IIEPCTU, HAYMHAS OT
Hoca. Ceifuac, Kak 51 y>e TOBOPMJI, OHAa YyCEepPAHO TPyIu-
Jach Hal OeneHbKoil CHEXMHKOM, a Ta JiexXajla COBep-
IIEHHO CMOKOWHO W JaXe MbITajJach MypJblKaTh, HECO-
MHEHHO, TTOHWMasl, YTO BCE ITO JIeJaeTCs paau ee oyara.

A BoT uyepHas Kiisikca Oblia BbLIM3aHa Topasio
paHbllle, U oKa AJiuca, 1nmogoopaB HOTU, CUIEIA B Iy
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0OJBIIIOro Kpecia U B MOJIyIpeMe pa3roBapvBalia cama C
coboii, Kisikca 3aTesia Ha KAMMHHOM KOBPHUKE IMpPEIo-
TEILIHYI0 BO3HIO C KJIYOKOM IIEPCTHU, KOTOPHI Alnca B3si-
Jack nmepeMoTaTth. Kiisikca KaTajia KJIyOOK 1 TaK M 3JaK JI0
TeX TI0p, MoKa TOT LEJUKOM He pa3MOTaJjcs U He TIpeBpa-
THUJICS B CILJIOLIHEIC Y31kl U neTiau. Torna Kiskca yiaernach
Ha HUX U CTaJjia JJOBUTb CBOI COOCTBEHHbI XBOCT.

— AX THI, 3/101eliKa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa Ajluca, oiiMaB
KOTEHKA U MOLIeJ0BaB TOJbKO OAMH pa3, madsl Kiskca
MHOHsJIa, YTO Iomnaja B HeMujaocTh. — WM Kak 310 JIuHa
JI0 CUX MIOp He Hay4yMJia TeOs1 XopolleMy MoBeaeHuo! Aii-
ap-ait, [luna! Ait-aii-aii, — qo06aBuJia OHa CaMbIM Cepau-
THIM TOHOM, Ha KaKoii OblJla ClTOCOOHA, U YKOPU3HEHHO
norjsiAesa Ha KOIKYy. 3abpaB ¢ cO00i KOTEHKA U LIEPCTh,
OHa CHOBA ycesjach B KPeCjIo W MPUHSIACh 32 CBOM KJIy-
00k. Ho geno mo He CAMIIKOM OBICTPO, TTOTOMY UTO
OHa Bce BpeMs IoBopMJia TO caMa ¢ coboit, To ¢ Kisk-
coil. Knsikca cMupHO cuaeiia y Hee Ha KOJIEHSX, IIPUTBO-
PMBILINMCH, YTO HaOJI04AET 3a X0A0oM padoThl. Bpems ot
BpPEMEHM OHa IMOoAHMMAaJa JIalKy U MSTKO IpuKacaaach
K KJIYOKY, CJIOBHO IIpOCHJia pa3pelieH s IIOMOYb.

— A Tl 3Haewb, Kisgkca, uyto Oynet 3aBTpa? — Ha-
yana Anuca. — Tbl 3Hana Obl, eclii ObI BMECTE CO MHOM
cMmoTpena B okHo. Ho JImHa B 3T0 BpeMst mprBoarIa TeOS
B IMOPSIIOK, Thl HUYET0 He BUEJA, a yragaTh HE CyMeelllb.
A g cMoTpelia, Kak MaJIbdMKU COOMPAIOT XBOPOCT JIJIsI KO-
cTpa — AJISl OTOTO HaJ0 MHOT'O XBOPOCTY. TOJBKO CcTaJio
OYEHb XOJIOAHO, TOILIEJ CHET, U Xe4b KOCTep pa3ayMaJu.
Hy uto x, Knsikca, mpuaeTcst HaM moaoxXaaTh 10 3aBTpa.

W Anuca tpu pa3a obepHyJa HUTKOM 1Ie10 KOTEHKa,
IIPOCTO YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh, KaK 3TO OYIET BBITJISIICTD.
Knsgkca oréunach BceMUu YEThIPbMS JallKaMU, KJIYOOK
yIaJl Ha MOJ U ONSTh MOYTHU BECh pa3MOTaJCs.
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— Kisikca, 3a1oMHH, 9 OUYeHb CEPXKYCh, KOTa BUXY
TBOE€ 030pCTBO, — MpoaoixKaaa Aiauca, Kak TOJbKO OHU
CHOBA y100HO YCTPOMJINChH. — S MHOTIa rOTOBa OTKPBITh
OKHO U1 BBICTaBUTh Te0s1 Ha cHer! M Thl, 11aJIyHbs, 3TO 3a-
cayxuna!l Yem Obl Tl MOIJIa OTpaBAATHCA?

— Ilomonyu! — u oHa norpo3usa naabieMm. — 4 Tebe
HaroMHIO BCe TBOM Mpoaeiaku. Bo-mepBbix, Thl 1Ba pa3a
MUCKHYyMa, Korga JluHa ymbiBaja TeOsl HbIHYE YTPOM.
He otHekuBaiics, s1 cama cablana!l Yro Thl ckasana?
(Benp Knskca — «kak Oynro ropopuiar».) OHa TebGe mo-
naJia jankoi B rma3? Cama BUHOBaTa — HaJao Ijasa 3a-
KkpbiBaTh! Eciu Obl ThI 3aXKMypuUJIach, HUYETo Obl HE CIIy-
yuJiock. M, nmoxanyiicra, He onpaBIblBaiics, a ciayiuaii!
Bo-BTOpBIX, CcTOMJIO MHEe mNOCTaBUTh mepen CHeXWH-
KOW OJIIOIEYKO ¢ MOJOKOM, KaK Thl IIPUHSLIACH IepraTb




ee 3a XBOCT. AX, Te0e IMUTh XOTEJ0Ch, BOT OHO 4TO! A OT-
KyJa Thl 3Haelllb, YTO €ii He xoTenock? U Teneppb B-Tpe-
ThUX: CTOMJIO MHE OTBEPHYThCS, KaK Thl pa3MoTaJia BECh
MOM KJIyOOK!

Bot Tpu TBoM mpoaenaku, Kiisikca, 3a KOTOpbi€ Thl
elre He Haka3zaHa. Ho Twl Oymelrb Haka3aHa 3a KaXaylo
U3 HUX B OyAylLlyIO cpeay, MOTOMY 4YTO sI BCE 3allOMMU-
Halo... A 4TO, ecJii Obl U MEH$ 3a BCe TPOBMHHOCTU HaKa-
3bIBaJIM B OVH JIeHb, HY, IIPEATIOJIOX MM, B KOHIIE Toga? —
MmpojaoJiXaja oHa, oOpalasich CKopee K caMoit cebe, uem
K KOT€HKY. — MeHs$1, HaBepHOe, B 3TOT ACHb OTIPaBISIIN
ObI B TIOpbMY. A eciiu Obl 32 KaXX1y10 MPOBUHHOCTb MEH I
ocTaBJIsIIu 0e3 o6ema? 3HAYUT, B TOT NevYaabHBIN IeHb
MHE€ NPULJIOCH Obl pa3 MNAThAECAT He moodenaTh. He cka-
3ajia Obl, YTO ATO TaK yX TpyaHo. [IaTbaecsaT pa3 He mo-
o0enarh B OAUH JAEHb HAMHOIO MpOIe, YeM ISAThAECST
pa3 1ooodenaTh.

Kisgkca, Tl cABIINAIIL? DTO TajaeT CHET 3a OKHOM.
Kakoii HeXXHBbI 1 Tuxui 3ByK. Kak OynTo KTO-TO CHa-
pPyXu OpuKJIaAbiBaeT I'yobl K cTekiay. CHer, HaBepHOE,
OYEHb JIIOOUT JepeBbs U TOJsI, pa3 OH UX TaK HEXHO 1ie-
nyeT. Ml Tak MJIOTHO YKPBIBAeT UX OEJIBIM OJESIJIOM U IIPU-
roBapuBaeT: «Crure, CIuTe, 10pOrKe, MoKa JEeTo He TIPU-
neT». A Korjaa oHM MpochklnaroTrcs jetoMm, Kiskca, oHn
0/IeBalOTCS B 3€JIeHb M TAHLYIOT Ha BETPY, — aX, KaK 3TO
KpacuBo! — Ajnuca naxe ypoHuJa KJ1yook, 4TOObI 3aXJI0-
nathb B Jiagoinu. — BoT Obl Tak ObLIO B3anpaBay! YecTHoe
CJIOBO, OCEHbIO BCE AEPEBbS BBITISIAT CISIIIMMU, OCO-
OEHHO Kor/a MoxejaTeeT JIUCTBA...

Kskca, a Tel yMeemib urparth B mraxmatbl? He cmeii-
cs, s Cepbe3HO crpamuBaio. TOJbKO YTO, KOTrJa MBI
WUrpaiau, Thl CMOTpeEJa Tak, 0yaTo Bce moHumana. M kor-
na s ckazana: «[lax!» — Tel 3amypJibikaia. A 1max ObL1
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3aMeuaTeabHbIi! S ObI BOT, Y4ECTHOE CJI0BO, BhIMIpaJa,
€CJIv Obl HE ATOT MPOTUBHBINM KOHHUK, KOTOPBIH ITpoie3
yepes Mou purypsl! Knsikcouka, MUaeHbKas, 1aBaii Kak
oyaro...

(Bmech g xoTes1 Obl NpenyIpeauTh Bac, YTO IOJOBU-
Ha pedeil AJMChl HAYMHAIACh C €€ JI0OMMBIX CJIO0B: «/la-
Baii Kak OynTo...» Kak pa3 mHeM paHbliie y AJTKCHI BbILIE
CIIOp CO CTaplleil cecTpoii, U Bce U3-3a TOro, YTo Ajuca
npenaoxuia: «JlaBaii Kak OyaTo Mbl — ThICSUa KOpoJiei 1
KopoJjeB». Ee cecTpa, 0co60 yBaxasiiasg TO4HOCTb, CTajla
BO3paKaTbh, YTO BIBOEM OHM MOTYT OBbITh TOJbKO ABYMS
u3 HuX. U Annca HakoHell BbIHYXeHa Oblla OTCTYTTUTh-
csl 1 cKa3arhk: «JlagHo, BOT Thl M Oyab ABYMS U3 HUX, a 3a
BCEX OCTaJIbHBIX Oyay si». A OMHAXXIbl OHA HE Ha LIYTKY
rneperyrajga CBOIO CTapyl HSHIO, BHE3aITHO KPUKHYB
el B camoe yxo: «HsHeuka! /laBail kak OynTO Thl KOCTb,
a g rononHadg rueHal» Ho MBI OTBJIEKIMCh OT pa3roBopa
Anuchl ¢ YepHBIM KOTEHKOM.)

— Kngkca, maBait kak Oyaro Thl KoponeBa Yep-
HbIX! 3Haellb, €CJIM Thl CIIEIIb HA 3aAHUE JIAIKU U MO-
JOXMelIb TepelHue, Thl Oyaelllb B TOYHOCTM KaK OHA.
Kisikcouka, naBaii momnpooyem!

M Anuca B3sina co crona KoposneBy YepHbIX U mo-
craBuia ee nepen Kisikcoit, 4yToObl Ta Buaesia, 4YeMy
noapaxaTtb. OQHAKO HUYEro HE BbIIIJIO, TJIABHBIM 00-
pa3oM IoToMmy, peliniaa Anauca, uyto Kisikca He xoTena
MOJIXaTh KakK cjienyeT rnepeaHue Janku. M B HakazaHue
Anuca nogHecna Kiasikcy K 6oabIIoMy 3epKajly HaJa Ka-
MUHOM, YTOOBI OHA MOJI000BaJIaCh Ha CBOIO KAIIPU3HYIO
MOPIOYKY.

— M ecnu THI ceifyac ke He MCIIpaBULIbLCS, — O00a-
BUJIa OHA, — ¢ TeOs BBICTABJIO Tylda, B 3a3epKajbHbI
noM. Xouelnb, ga? IlpekpaTu MocTOpOHHUE pa3roBOPLI
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Y1 BHUMaTeNbHO cayiaii. Torma st pacckaxy Tede Bce, 4To
mpuayMa’a Impo 3a3epKaabHbIN JOM.

CMOTpH, CKBO3b 3€pKaJIo BUAHa KoMHaTa. OHa Takas
’Ke, KaK Hallla TOCTMHasI, TOJIbKO TaM BCE He C TOI CTOpPO-
Hbl. Eciu 1 BcTaHy Ha KpecJio, MHE €€ BUIHO IMOYTHU BCIO,
KpOMe Yrojika 3a KaMUHOM. A BOT UMEHHO 3TOT yTOJIOK
MHe OoJibllle BCEro M XodeTcsl yBuaaTh. Sl Obl Tak XoTe-
JIa 3HaTh, TOPUT JIM TaM 3UMOI OTOHb B KaMuHe. O6 3TOM
HUKTO HHMYEro He MOXET CKa3aTbh, ITOKa Halll KaMUH
HE 3aIBbIMUT, — TOTJA B TOl KOMHATE TOXE IBIM, HO 3TO,
MOXET OBITh, TOJIbKO HAPOYHO, YTOOBI BCE AyMaJid, 4TO
TaM €CTh OTOHb.




M 3Haempb emie 4TOo: KHUTUM TaM IOXOXM Ha HaIIU,
TOJILKO CJIOBA OTMHe4YaTaHbl HE B Ty CTOpPOHY. f 3Halo,
sl MOCTaBMJIa OJHY Hallly KHUXKKY TIepell 36pKaJioM U I0-
CMOTpeJia, KaKyl KHUXKY ITOCTaBUJIY TaM.

Kinsikca, Tebe xoTenoch Obl XXUTh B 3a3epKaJbHOM
nome? HTepecHo, a MOJIOUKO Tebe TaM JaBayiv 0bi? Mo-
JKET, 3a3epKaibHOE MOJIOKO U MUTh-TO HEAb3s?..

A Tenepb cayuiaii npo kopuuaop. B 3azepkanbHoMm
JIOME€ MOXHO YBMIETb TOJILKO MaJIeHbKUI-MaJIeHbKU A
KYCOYEK KOPHUIOpa, €CJIM HACTEXb pacllaxHyTh ABEPhb Ha-
et roctuHoi. Jlokyna BUIHO, KOPUIOP OYE€Hb MOXO0X
Ha Halll, HO JaJibIlIe OH, MOXET ObIThb, COBCEM HE TaKOI.
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Ax, Kisikcouka, Kak ObLIO Obl MPEKpPacHO, €CJU Obl Mbl
MOIJIM TIonacTh B 3a3epKajbHblil mom! HaBepHsika TaM
€CTb 3aMeuareibHble Belu! /laBaii Kak OyATO CTEKJO Ta-
KO€, YTO CKBO3b HEro MOXKXHO IIpoiTH... Oif, OHO IpeBpa-
1aeTcss Bo 4To-To Bpoae TymaHa! I'msaau-ka! Ceituac s
CKBO3b HETO Mporimy!

OTu ciaoBa AnMca Ipou3Hecsaa, CTOS Ha KaMUHHOM
MOJIKE, XOTs 3aTPyAHUJIACh Obl CKa3aTh, KaK OHa TyJa Mo-
majia. A CTeKJ0 IefiCTBUTEILHO HavaJlo TasiTh, KakK cepe-
oOpucras nbiMKal

B ToT ke Mur Anuca okasaach 3a 36pKajoM U JIErKO
CIIPBITHYJIA Ha MOJI B 3a3epKaJibHYy10 KoMHaty. W, ipex e
BCEro MoCMOTPEB, TOPUT JIM OTOHb B KAMUHE, OCTajlach
O4YEHb JOBOJIbHA, YOSAUBIINCH, YTO OH FTOPUT, UYTO OH Ha-
CTOSILLIMIA M CBEPKAeT TOYHO TaK K€, KaK U TOT, KOTOPbIH
OCTaJICs C TOM CTOPOHBI. «3HAYUT, MHE OyJIeT TaK XKe Ter-
JIo, KaK ¥ TaM, — TtogyMaJja Aiuca, — 1 Jaxe elle TerJee,
IMOTOMY YTO 3[eCh HEKOMY OpaHMTh MEHSI M OTTOHSTH
oT orHs. Bot cMmexy-To OyneT, Korga MeHsl yBUIST 31eCh,
3a 3epKaJjioM, a JOCTAaTh HE CMOTYT».

OHa mpucTyIujia K OCMOTPY M BCKOpe yOeausach,
4YTO BCE BElM, BUAMMBIC U3 IIPEKHEe! KOMHATBI, OObIU-
Hbl U HEMHTEPECHBbI, HO 3aTO OCTajJbHbIe COBEPIICHHO
HeoObIuHbl. Hampumep, mopTpeThl Ha CTEHE PSIJIOM C
KaMHUHOM Ka3aJMCh XXMBBIMU, a y OOJIbLINX YAaCOB Ha
KaMUHHOI ToJIKe (Beob B 3epKajie MX BUIHO TOJbKO
c3a1M, He TakK Jin?) ObIJI0 CTAPUKOBCKOE JTUUYMKO, U OHO
yabibanoch Anuce. «34ech HE TaK YMUCTO NpuOUPaIoT,
KaK TaM», — paccyaujia oHa, 3aMeTHUB HECKOJIbKO Iax-
MaTHBIX (PUTYp, YHABIIUX B 30J1y Yy KAMUHA, U TYT Xe
TUXO BCKPUKHYJIA OT YAUBJICHUS U CTajla HA YeTBEPEHb-
KU, YTOOBI MPUTIISIACTHCS: IIaxXMaTHbIe (DUTYPbI IIPOTy-
JIMBAJIUCh TTapaMu.
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— Bor Koposr u Koposea YepHbix, — cka3zaja
Anuca (menotoMm, 005iICb UX CIYTHYTb). — A BoT Ko-
poab u KoponeBa benbix cuasT Ha Kpaio coBKa. A BOT
nBe Jlagpu TyasiioT 1on pyuky. He nmymaro, 4yToObl OHU
MEHSI CAbIIIAJIM — MPOAOJIXKajda OHAa, HAKJIOHUBIINCH
MOHUXXE, — U s TIOYTHU yBEPEHA, UTO OHU MEHS HE BUJIST.
A cebs1 yyBCTBY10 HEMHOXKKO HEBUAMMKOM.

Ha cTtone mo3zaau Anuchl pa3majicsl KaKOW-TO TMUCK,
OHa oOOepHylach KakK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrga OIHa
u3 benbix Ilemek onpokMHyJach HA CIIMHY U 3apbiraja
HoramMu. Anuca crtaja ClIeAuTh 32 Heil — ObLJI0 OYEHbB JTI0-
OOITBITHO, UTO XK€ CIYUUTCS dajblile.

— Moe gutsa! Dt1o ee ronoc! — BockaukHyinaa Kopo-
JieBa benbix, BCKOUMB M TOJNKHYB Ha xony Kopons tak
CUJILHO, UTO TOT ymaJj npsiMo B 307y. — AX, JInnu! Mos
nparoueHHasi! Moil HnapcTBEHHbI KOTEHOYEK!




M Koponesa crana ObICTpO KapabKaTbCsd BBEPX MO
KaMUHHOM peILIeTKE.

— IapcTBeHHBIN 1IyM monycTy! — mpoBopuan Ko-
poJib, MOTHUpPasl HOC, MOCTpadaBIIUi npu nageHuu. OH
BIIpaBe OBLII CEpPAUTHCS, Belb OH C HOT 0 F'OJIOBBI OKa3aJ-
Cs BbIIIAYKaH 30JI0M.

Aurica rotoBa Obljla BCeM IIPUMTHU HA TIOMOIIb, U, TaK
Kak O0emHas JIunum pacruinaiach 10 oOMOpoKa, oHa ObI-
ctpo noaxsBaruia KoposieBy u roctaBuia Ha CTOJ PSIIOM
C €€ KaIpu3HOU JOYKOM.

KoponeBa packpslia poT U ceja; OT ObICTPOIo MmyTe-
LIECTBUS IO BO3AYXY Yy Hee 3aXBaTUJIO IbIXaHUE, U MU-
HYTBI IBE OHA TOJILKO MOJIUa CXXMMaJjia B 00bITUSIX CBOIO
MajieHbKylo JIunu. Ho, egBa oTAbIIIABIINUCh, OHA KPUK-
Hyna Kopomo benbix, yrpioMo cuieBlIEMY Cpeau 30J1bI:

— beperutech ByJiKaHa!

— Kakoro Bynkana? — mnepecnpocun Kopoib, Tpe-
BOXKHO OIVISIABIBAasICh Ha KaMUH. HaBepHoe, oH mogyMmai,
YTO JIJisl ByJIKaHa 3TO caMoe MOAXOIsIIIee MECTO.

— 4 B3neTena Ha Bo3ayx, — Iposerneraja Koponesa
BCe elle IMpepbiBaloIIMcs roiocoM. — Maure-ka nyu-
e crona... ToabKo OObIYHBIM IyTeM... OCTOpOXHEH, He
TO B3JIeTUTE!

Annca HeKOTOpoe BpeMs ciieamuiaa 3a TeM, Kak Ko-
pOJib MeAJIEHHO KapaOKaeTcs Mo NMPyThsIM KaMUHHOM pe-
LIeTKU, U HAKOHEII cKa3aJa:

— Takum cnocoGom TrI Oyelnb 100MpaThes 10 CTOJIA
HEeCKOJIbKO YyacoB. MoxeT, Te0e MoMOoYb?

Ho Kopoisib He 06paTuyl BHUMaHUS Ha 3TOT BOIPOC:
OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO SICHO, YTO OH HE BUJIMT €€ U HEe CIIbIIIUT.

Torma Anuca oOCTOPOXHO-OCTOPOXHO MOAXBATH-
Jla ero 1 crajia MogHMUMaTh, HO TOpa3a0 MEJJICHHEe, YeM
nogHumMasia KopoJsieBy, UToObl y HEro He 3aXBaTUJIO JbI-
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xaHue. OHa ye MNOJHEecJa ero K CTOdy, HO TYT IoJyMa-
JIa, YTO HYKHO OBl CTPSIXHYTh C HET'O 30J1y, B KOTOPOW OH
BbIIAYKaJcs.

ITotom Anuca roBopuja, YTO HUKOIZIa B KM3HU
He BuJaJia TaKoro Juila, Kakoe caenanoch y Kopois,
KOIJla ¢ HEero, MOJHSITOr0 B BO3AYX HEBUIUMOI PYKOMH,
CTpsAXUBaU 30,1y. OH ObLI CIUIITKOM OLIEJIOMJIEH, YTOOBI
KpuyaTh, HO €ro rja3a U poT OTKPbIBAJIMUCh BCE OOJIbIIE
U 00JIbllie, CTAHOBUJIUCH BCe KpyIjee U Kpyriee. ¥ Alu-
Chl OT CM€Xa APOTHYJIY Najblibl, U OHA YYTh HE yPOHUJA
KopoJs Ha mout.

— AX, MUJICHBKUH, TTOKaJIylicTa, He TpUMacHu4Yamn! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa, COBCeM 3a0bIB, 4TO Kopob HE MOXET
€e ycablmaTb. — Thl MEHSI TaK pacCMEIINJI, UYTO 51 TeOs
yyTh He ynycTuiaa. Ml He nAepXu poT OTKPBITHIM. Tyna
MOXET moracTtb 30ja. Hy BOT 1 xoponro,— cka3aja oHa,
NpUIJIAJIUB EMY BOJIOCHI, M ITIOCTaBMUJIA €r0 Ha CTOJI PSII0OM
¢ Koponeoii.

Kopoab TyT Xe ynan HaB3HMYb. OH JiexXaJl TUXO-TUXO.




Anuca HEMHOXKO MCITyTajlach — Y He Iepecrapa-
JIach JIU OHA? — ¥ MOIJIa TTOUCKATh BOJbI, YTOOBI MPUBE-
CTHU €ro B YyBCTBO, HO Hallljla TOJbKO OYTHIJIKY YEPHUJ.
BepHyBuuce ¢ Helo K cTony, Anuca yBuaeina, uto Kopoiib
yXe nmpuiies B ceds u ucnyranHo menyercs ¢ Kopolte-
BOI, HO TaK TMXO, YTO C TPYJIOM MOXHO OBIJIO MOHSITh,
0 YeM OHM T'OBODSIT.

Kopoub menrain:

— VBepsito Bac, MosI Toporasi, y MeHsI Jaxe yChI 3aJie-
neHenu!

KoposneBa Ha 3To oTBeyaJia:

— Jla HeT y BaC HUKaKUX yCOB!

— ¥xac 3Toil MUHYTHI 51 He 3a0yny Hukorma! — mpo-
noyixan Kopoinb.

— Her, 3a0ynere, — Bo3pasuina KoponeBa, — eciu
ceiluac xKe He COCTaBUTE MaMSITHYIO 3alUCKY.




Anucac 60JbIIMM UHTEPECOM CMOTpENA, Kak Kopoiib
BBIHMMAeT U3 KapMaHa OIPOMHYIO 3allMCHYIO0 KHUXKKY
Y1 HauMHaeT nucaTh. Ee CJIOBHO YTO-TO TOJIKHYJIO — OHa
KPpeIKo B3si1ach 32 KOHELl KapaHaaiia, TopuaBiiuii y Ko-
poJIsd 3a IJIEYOM, U CTajla MUcaTh caMa.

Hecuacthbiii Koponb, Ka3aaoch, COBCeM pacTepsiJics.
HexoTopoe BpeMs1 OH MojI4ya cpaxkaJjics ¢ KapaHJalloM,
HO Anuca Oblla HAMHOIO CUJIbHEe, 1 HaKOHell OH IIpo-
JleneTan:

— Mos poporas! Ilpunercss MHe 3aBeCTU KapaHaalll
notonbure. C 3TUM BoBce ciaany HeT. OH IUILIET BCe YTO
YTOIHO, TOJBKO HE TO, YTO 5 XOUY.

— A 4yrto emy yrogHo? — crnpocuna Koposesa, 3a-
I AbIBasi B KHUXKY (B KOTOopoil Ausuvca BbiBena: «be-
nbeiii KOHHUMK crnyckaeTcs mo Koudepre. ¥ HEro HeT 4yB-
CTBa paBHOBECUS»). — DTO BCe-TaKU MPO YYBCTBA, XOTS
U He TIPO Ballu.

Bozne Anuchl Ha cTojie Jiexajna OoJibliiasi TOJCTas
kHura. CeB 3a cToj, YTOOBI IpucMaTpuBaTh 3a Koponem
benbix (Anuca Bce ellie TPeBOXMIACh 32 HETO U Aepxkaja
YyepHMJIa HArOTOBE Ha TOT CJIy4Yaid, ec/iu eMy BApPYT CHOBa
CTaHET IYPHO), OHA CTajla ee IepeJUCThIBaTh, OThICKU-
Basi NOHSITHHIE cJioBa. Ho KHMra Oblyia BCS Ha TAKOM SI3bI-
Ke, «<KOTOPOToO § ellle He 3Halo», — TaK cKa3aJia Ipo ce0s
Anuca.

BoTt kKak Tam ObLJ1I0 HAIMCAHO:

NKIIOMPOBPAT

ukiieMox enk3plO .pHepr3'oP
.caBapT bceB uietpecopll
UKHAEYHYKCBIPO TIOSASIHA
.caxcuublp rinusipokc aoll
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Hekotopoe BpemMs oHa ¢ HeAOyMEHUEM paccMmar-
puBaJia TEKCT, HO BIPYT €€ oceHuso: «Benb 310 Xe 3a-
3epkajbHast KkHUra! Ecau ee mogHecTu K 3epkally, Bce
CJIOBA B 3€pKaJjie NMOBEPHYTCI B TY CTOPOHY, B KOTOPYIO
HYXHO!»

M BoT Kakoe cTUXOTBOPEHME NpoYUTaa AJKca.
TAPBOPMOIIIKN

Posrpens. FOp3kue xomeitku
IIpocBepTenun Bech TpaBac.
AWSg10T OpbICKYHUEH KU
Ilon ckopsiumii ppramcxac.

«CnbIH Moli, 6otica Tapbopmora!
OH KOI'THUCT, KJIBIKACT U JIIOT.
He xonu uyepes 60710T0:
Tam Beap Llamunku xuByT!»

BocTpriil Meu OepeT OH B pyKH,
CtpeMOexXuT B JIECHOU oBpar
M B oBpare y KOpHSITH
XKnet, korma HarpstHeT Bpar,
TarnonyM4nBO CTOSIIMIA,
OupgaeT oH, U BOT,
bypBopua, 6penet CKBO3b yaliy
I1namernaserit Tap6opmor,

OH Kak KpukKHeT! Mey Kak XKUKHET —
T'onoBa steTut goJoii!

C Heill mox MBIIIKOM OH BITPUTIPBIXKKY
BosBpamaercs momMoii.
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«[To6enutenp Tap6opmoral
Haii Te0s 51 1003HUMY!
Yppoopaso! IlpuBecnasal» —

T'oBopuTt oTelr emy.

Posrpens. FOp3kue xomeiku
[IpocBepTenn Bech TpaBac.
ANSg10T OpbICKYHUYEH KU
ITon ckopstumnii peryucxKac.

— OueHb MUJIbIE CTUILIKY, — CKa3aja Ajuca, KOHUUB
YUTaTh, — TOJIbKO ME€CTaMM TpyIdHbIe (KaK BUIUTE, OHA
Jaxe cebe He MpU3HAaJlach, YTO BOBCE HUUETO HE MOHSIIA).
Tak niu nHave, OHU pa30yaUJIM BO MHE MHOXECTBO MbIC-
JIeli, TOABKO s TOYHO He 3Hal Kakux. KTo-To Koro-to
yOuJI; 9TO, BO BCSIKOM cliydae, sicHO... Oif, — omoMHMJIach
AJrca 1 Jaxe MoAnpbirHyja, — €CJIU 1 He MOTOPOILIIOCH,
MHEe MPUACTCS BO3BpalllaThCs 3a 3epKaJio U s HE YBUXY,
Kak 37eChb BBITJISIAUT Bee ocTanabHoe! [Ipexae Bcero Haao
MOCMOTPETH caj!

B onuH Mur oHa BbICKOUYMJIA U3 KOMHATHI U MoOexa-
Jla BHU3 110 JiecTHUlIe. BepHee, 2T0 ObL1 He Oer, a HOBbII
CIoCco0 OBICTPO U JIETKO CITYCKAThC I10 JIECTHUILIAM — TaK
oHa mpo cebs ckazaja. Kacasch mepus caMbIMU KOH-
YMKaMU MajblieB, OHA MpPBITHYJA U 3aCKOJIb3MJa BHU3
10 BO3AYyXY, JaXke He 3aJeBasi HOraMu CTyIIeHeK. 3aTeM
OHa TaKUM Xe 00pa30oM JIETKO MPOILIBIIA Yyepe3 IMepea-
HIOIO 1 HaBePHSsIKa BbIJIeTes1a Obl IPSIMO B ABEPU, €CJIN Obl
He cXBaTMJach 3a Kocsik. OT J0JITOro moJjera y Hee He-
MHOXKO 3aKpy>XXMJach rojioBa, U 0Ka3ajJoCh Jaxe Ipu-
SITHO XOIUTh I10 3eMJIe, KaK OOBIYHO.



THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
and What Alice found there
Fairy tale

In English



DRAMATIS PERSONAE

(As arranged before commencement of game)

WHITE

PIECES PAWNS
Tweedledee Daisy
Unicorn Haigha
Sheep Oyster
W. Queen “Lily”
W. King Fawn
Aged man Oyster
W. Knight Hatta
Tweedledum Daisy

RED

PAWNS PIECES
Daisy Humpty Dumpty
Messenger Carpenter
Oyster Walrus
Tiger-lily R. Queen
Rose R. King
Oyster Crow
Frog R. Knight

Daisy Lion



LOCATION ON THE BOARD
BY THE MOMENT OF ADOPTING

ALICE INTRO THE GAME

WHITE

RED

White Pawn (Alice) to play,

and win in eleven moves.



1

Alice meets R.Q....ouueiiiiiiiiieiiiiiee e 175

R.Q.t0 KIR'S4th ......ovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 181
2

Alice through Q’s 3rd (by railway) to Q’s 4th

(Tweedledum and Tweedledee)..........ccceeevvvvennnnnnnne. 182

W.Q. to Q.B’s 4th (after shawl)...........cccceeeeeiiinnien. 208
3

Alice meets W.Q. (with shawl) .............ccccooieiiiinnil. 208

W.Q. to Q.B’s 5th (becomes sheep) .......cceeeevvvvvnnnnnnn. 214
4

Alice to Q’s 5th (shop, river, Shop) ........ccceeevvivnnnnnn.n. 215

W.Q. to K.B’s 8th (leaves egg on shelf)..................... 220
5

Alice to Q’s 6th (Humpty Dumpty) ........ccccoevvvvnnnnns 220

W.Q. to Q.B’s 8th (flying from R.Kt.)....................... 241
6

Alice to Q’s 7th (forest) .....ccocovvvviieeiiiiiiieeeeeiiieeeees 245

RKt. 10 K8 2d (€Y cereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee . 246



W.Kt. takes R.Kt...oooooiiiiiiiicecee e 262
W.Kt. to K. B’S5th. ..o, 262
8
Alice to Q’s 8th (coronation) ..............ccceeeeeeiunnnnnnnns 264
R.Q. to K’s sq. (examination) .............cccceevveveeeeeee... 265
9
Alice becomes QUEEN ........ceeevvvvuneeiiiiiiieeeeeiieees 269
QUEEnS CaStle.......ceeiiiiiiieeiieiiee e 274
10
Alice castles (feast)..........oeeeeeiiiriieeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeiieeees 275
W.Q. t0 Q.R’S 6th (SOUP) ....evvvveeeeeeeieeiiiiiiiiieeeennn. 279
11

Alice takes R.Q. and Wins .............ccoeeevveeiiiieeiinnnnns. 281



PREFACE EDITION

As the chess problem given on a previous page, has
puzzled some of my readers, it may be well to explain that
it is correctly worked out, so far as the moves are concerned.
The alternation of Red and White is perhaps not so strict-
ly observed as it might be, and the “castling” of the three
Queens is merely a way of saying that they entered the pal-
ace; but the “check” of the White King at move 6, the cap-
ture of the Red Knight at move 7, and the final “checkmate”
of the Red King will be found, by any one who will take
the trouble to set the pieces and play the moves as directed,
to be strictly in accordance with the laws of the game.

Christmas, 1896



Chila’ of the pure unclouded brow
And dreaming eyes of wonder!
Though time be fleet, and I and thou
Are half a life asunder,
Thy loving smile will surely hail
The love-gift of a fairy-tale.

1 have not seen thy sunny face,
Nor heard thy silver laughter;
No thought of me shall find a place
In thy young life’s hereafter —
Enough that now thou wilt not fail
To listen to my fairy-tale.

A tale begun in other days,
When summer suns were glowing —
A simple chime, that served to time
The rhythm of our rowing —
Whose echoes live in memory yet,
Though envious years would say “forget”.



Come, hearken then, ere voice of dread,
With bitter tidings laden,
Shall summon to unwelcome bed
A melancholy maiden!
We are but older children, dear,
Who fret to find our bedtime near.

Without, the frost, the blinding snow,
The storm-wind’s moody madness —
Within, the firelight’s ruddy glow,
And childhood’s nest of gladness.
The magic words shall hold thee fast:
Thou shalt not heed the raving blast.

And though the shadow of a sigh
May tremble through the story,
For “happy summer days” gone by,
And vanish’d summer glory —
1t shall not touch with breath of bale
The pleasance of our fairy-tale.



Chapter I
LOOKING-GLASS HOUSE

O ne thing was certain, that the white kitten had had
nothing to do with it — it was the black kitten’s
fault entirely. For the white kitten had been having its
face washed by the old cat for the last quarter of an hour
(and bearing it pretty well, considering); so you see that it
couldn’t have had any hand in the mischief.

The way Dinah washed her children’s faces was this:
first she held the poor thing down by its ear with one paw,
and then with the other paw she rubbed its face all over, the
wrong way, beginning at the nose; and just now, as I said,
she was hard at work on the white kitten, which was lying
quite still and trying to purr — no doubt feeling that it was
all meant for its good.

But the black kitten had been finished with earlier in
the afternoon, and so, while Alice was sitting curled up
in a corner of the great arm-chair, half talking to herself
and half asleep, the kitten had been having a grand game




of romps with the ball of worsted Alice had been trying to
wind up, and had been rolling it up and down till it had
all come undone again; and there it was, spread over the
hearth-rug, all knots and tangles, with the kitten running
after its own tail in the middle.

“Oh, you wicked, wicked little thing!” cried Alice, catch-
ing up the kitten, and giving it a little kiss to make it under-
stand that it was in disgrace. “Really, Dinah ought to have
taught you better manners! You ought, Dinah, you know
you ought!” she added, looking reproachfully at the old cat,
and speaking in as cross a voice as she could manage — and
then she scrambled back into the arm-chair, taking the kit-
ten and the worsted with her, and began winding up theball
again. But she didn’t get on very fast, as she was talking all
the time, sometimes to the kitten and sometimes to herself.
Kitty sat very demurely on her knee, pretending to watch
the progress of the winding, and now and then putting out
one paw and gently touching the ball, as if it would be glad
to help if it might.

“Do you know what tomorrow is, Kitty?” Alice began.

“You’d have guessed if you’d been up in the window with
me — only Dinah was making you tidy, so you couldn’t.
I was watching the boys getting in sticks for the bonfire —
and it wants plenty of sticks, Kitty! Only it got so cold, and
it snowed so, they had to leave off. Never mind, Kitty, we’ll
go and see the bonfire tomorrow.” Here Alice wound two
or three turns of the worsted round the kitten’s neck, just to
see how it would look; this led to a scramble, in which the
ball rolled down upon the floor, and yards and yards of it got
unwound again.

“Do you know, I was so angry, Kitty,” Alice went on,
as soon as they were comfortably settled again, “when
I saw all the mischief you had been doing, I was very near-
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ly opening the window and putting you out into the snow!
And you’d have deserved it, you little mischievous darling!
What have you got to say for yourself? Now, don’t interrupt
me!” she went on, holding up one finger. “I’m going to tell
you all your faults. Number one: you squeaked twice while
Dinah was washing your face this morning. Now you can’t
deny it, Kitty; I heard you! What’s that you say?” (pretend-
ing that the kitten was speaking.) “Her paw went into your
eye? Well, that’s your fault for keeping your eyes open — if
you’d shut them tight up it wouldn’t have happened. Now
don’t make any more excuses, but listen! Number two: you
pulled Snowdrop away by the tail just as I had put down the
saucer of milk before her! What, you were thirsty, were you?
How do you know she wasn’t thirsty, too? Now for number
three: you unwound every bit of the worsted while I wasn’t
looking!”




“That’s three faults, Kitty, and you’ve not been pun-
ished for any of them yet. You know I’'m saving up all your
punishments for Wednesday week — Suppose they had
saved up all my punishments?” she went on, talking more
to herself than the kitten. “What would they do at the end
of a year? I should be sent to prison, I suppose, when the
day came. Or — let me see — suppose each punishment
was to be going without a dinner; then, when the miserable
day came, I should have to go without fifty dinners at once!
Well, I shouldn’t mind that much! I’d far rather go without
them than eat them!”

“Do you hear the snow against the window-panes, Kit-
ty? How nice and soft it sounds! Just as if some one was kiss-
ing the window all over outside. I wonder if the snow loves
the trees and fields, that it kisses them so gently? And then it
covers them up snug, you know, with a white quilt; and per-
haps it says, “Go to sleep, darlings, till the summer comes
again.” And when they wake up in the summer, Kitty, they
dress themselves all in green, and dance about — whenever
the wind blows — Oh, that’s very pretty!” cried Alice, drop-
ping the ball of worsted to clap her hands. “And I do so wish
it was true! I'm sure the woods look sleepy in the autumn,
when the leaves are getting brown”.

“Kitty, can you play chess? Now, don’t smile, my dear;
I’m asking it seriously. Because, when we were playing just
now, you watched just as if you understood it; and when
I said “Check!” you purred! Well, it was a nice check, Kitty,
and really I might have won, if it hadn’t been for that nasty
Knight that came wriggling down among my pieces. Kitty,
dear, let’s pretend —” And here I wish I could tell you half
the things Alice used to say, beginning with her favourite
phrase, “Let’s pretend.” She had had quite a long argument
with her sister only the day before — all because Alice had
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begun with “Let’s pretend we’re kings and queens”; and
her sister, who liked being very exact, had argued that they
couldn’t, because there were only two of them, and Alice
had been reduced at last to say, “Well, you can be one of
them, then, and I’ll be all the rest.” And once she had re-
ally frightened her old nurse by shouting suddenly in her
ear, “Nurse! Do let’s pretend that I'm a hungry hyaena, and
you’re a bone!”

But this is taking us away from Alice’s speech to the
kitten. “Let’s pretend that you’re the Red Queen, Kitty! Do
you know, I think if you sat up and folded your arms, you’d
look exactly like her. Now do try, there’s a dear!” And Alice
got the Red Queen off the table, and set it up before the
kitten as a model for it to imitate; however, the thing didn’t
succeed, principally, Alice said, because the kitten wouldn’t
fold its arms properly. So, to punish it, she held it up to the
Looking-glass, that it might see how sulky it was, “— and if
you’re not good directly,” she added, “I’ll put you through
into Looking-glass House. How would you like that?”

“Now, if you’ll only attend, Kitty, and not talk so much,
I’11 tell you all my ideas about Looking-glass House. First,
there’s the room you can see through the glass — that’s just
the same as our drawing room, only the things go the oth-
er way. I can see all of it when I get upon a chair — all but
the bit just behind the fireplace. Oh, I do so wish I could
see that bit! I want so much to know whether they’ve a fire
in the winter: you never can tell, you know, unless our fire
smokes, and then smoke comes up in that room too — but
that may be only pretence, just to make it look as if they had
a fire. Well, then, the books are something like our books,
only the words go the wrong way: I know that, because I've
held up one of our books to the glass, and then they hold up
one in the other room.
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“How would you like to live in Looking-glass House,
Kitty? I wonder if they’d give you milk in there? Perhaps
Looking-glass milk isn’t good to drink — but oh, Kit-
ty! now we come to the passage. You can just see a little
peep of the passage in Looking-glass House if you leave
the door of our drawing-room wide open; and it’s very
like our passage as far as you can see, only you know it
may be quite different on beyond. Oh, Kitty, how nice it
would be if we could only get through into Looking-glass
House! I’'m sure it’s got, oh! such beautiful things in it!
Let’s pretend there’s a way of getting through into it,
somehow, Kitty. Let’s pretend the glass has got all soft
like gauze, so that we can get through. Why, it’s turning
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into a sort of mist now, I declare! It’ll be easy enough to
get through —” She was up on the chimney-piece while
she said this, though she hardly knew how she had got
there. And certainly the glass was beginning to melt away,
just like a bright, silvery mist.

In another moment Alice was through the glass, and
had jumped lightly down into the Looking-glass room. The
very first thing she did was to look whether there was a fire
in the fireplace, and she was quite pleased to find that there
was a real one, blazing away as brightly as the one she had
left behind. “So I shall be as warm here as I was in the old
room,” thought Alice — “warmer, in fact, because there’ll
be no one here to scold me away from the fire. Oh, what fun




it’ll be when they see me through the glass in here, and can’t
get at me!”

Then she began looking about, and noticed that what
could be seen from the old room was quite common and
uninteresting, but that all the rest was a different as possible.
For instance, the pictures on the wall next the fire seemed
to be all alive, and the very clock on the chimney-piece (you
know you can only see the back of it in the Looking-glass)
had got the face of a little old man, and grinned at her.

“They don’t keep this room so tidy as the other,” Alice
thought to herself, as she noticed several of the chessmen
down on the hearth among the cinders; but in another mo-
ment, with a little “Oh!” of surprise, she was down on her
hands and knees watching them. The chessmen were walk-
ing about, two and two!

“Here are the Red King and the Red Queen,” Alice said
(in a whisper, for fear of frightening them); “and there are
the White King and the White Queen sitting on the edge of
the shovel; and here are two Castles walking arm in arm —
I don’t think they can hear me,” she went on, as she put her
head closer down, “and I’m nearly sure they can’t see me.
I feel somehow as if I was getting invisible — ”

Here something began squeaking on the table behind
Alice, and made her turn her head just in time to see one of
the White Pawns roll over and begin kicking; she watched it
with great curiosity to see what would happen next.

“It is the voice of my child!” the White Queen cried out,
as she rushed past the King, so violently that she knocked
him over among the cinders. “My precious Lily! My im-
perial kitten!” and she began scrambling wildly up the side
of the fender.

“Imperial fiddlestick!” said the King, rubbing his nose,
which had been hurt by the fall. He had a right to be a lit-
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tle annoyed with the Queen, for he was covered with ashes
from head to foot.

Alice was very anxious to be of use, and, as the poor
little Lily was nearly screaming herself into a fit, she hastily
picked up the Queen and set her on the table by the side
of her noisy little daughter.

The Queen gasped, and sat down; the rapid journey
through the air had quite taken away her breath, and for
a minute or two she could do nothing but hug the little Lily
in silence. As soon as she had recovered her breath a little,
she called out to the White King, who was sitting sulkily
among the ashes, “Mind the volcano!”

“What volcano?” said the King, looking up anxiously
into the fire, as if he thought that was the most likely place
to find one.




“Blew — me — up,” panted the Queen, who was still
a little out of breath. “Mind you come up — the regular
way — don’t get blown up!”

Alice watched the White King as he slowly struggled
up from bar to bar, till at last she said, “Why, you’ll be
hours and hours getting to the table at that rate. I'd far
better help you, hadn’t I1?” But the King took no notice of
the question; it was quite clear that he could neither hear
her nor see her.

So Alice picked him up very gently, and lifted him
across more slowly than she had lifted the Queen, that she
mightn’t take his breath away; but, before she put him on
the table, she thought she might as well dust him a little, he
was so covered with ashes.

She said afterwards that she had never seen in all her
life such a face as the King made when he found himself
held in the air by an invisible hand, and being dusted; he
was far too much astonished to cry out, but his eyes and his
mouth went on getting larger and larger, and rounder and




rounder, till her hand shook so with laughing that she near-
ly let him drop upon the floor.

“Oh, please don’t make such faces, my dear!” she cried
out, quite forgetting that the King couldn’t hear her. “You
make me laugh so that I can hardly hold you! And don’t
keep your mouth so wide open — all the ashes will get into
it. There, now I think you’re tidy enough!” she added, as she
smoothed his hair and set him upon the table near the Queen.

The King immediately fell flat on his back, and lay per-
fectly still; and Alice was a little alarmed at what she had
done, and went round the room to see if she could find any
water to throw over him. However, she could find nothing
but a bottle of ink, and when she got back with it she found
he had recovered, and he and the Queen were talking to-
gether in a frightened whisper — so low that Alice could
hardly hear what they said.

The King was saying, “I assure you, my dear, I turned
cold to the very ends of my whiskers!”

To which the Queen replied, “You haven’t got any
whiskers.”



“The horror of that moment,” the King went on, “I shall
never, never forget!”

“You will, though,” the Queen said, “if you don’t make
a memorandum of it.”

Alice looked on with great interest as the King took
an enormous memorandum-book out of his pocket, and
began writing. A sudden thought struck her, and she took
hold of the end of the pencil, which came some way over his
shoulder, and began writing for him.

The poor King looked puzzled and unhappy, and strug-
gled with the pencil for some time without saying anything;
but Alice was too strong for him, and at last he panted out,

“My dear! I really must get a thinner pencil. I can’t manage this
one a bit; it writes all manner of things that I don’t intend — ”

“What manner of things?” said the Queen, looking over
the book (in which Alice had put “The White Knight is
sliding down the poker. He balances very badly”). “That’s
not a memorandum of your feelings!”

There was a book lying near Alice on the table, and
while she sat watching the White King (for she was still a lit-
tle anxious about him, and had the ink all ready to throw
over him, in case he fainted again), she turned over the
leaves, to find some part that she could read, “for it’s all in
some language I don’t know,” she said to herself.

It was like this:
YKCOWREBBAJ
sevot yhtils eht dna ,gillirb sawT”
.ebaw eht ni elbmig dna eryg diD
,sevogorob eht erew ysmim 1A

.ebargtuo shtar emom eht dnA
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She puzzled over this for some time, but at last a bright
thought struck her. “Why, it’s a Looking-glass book, of
course! And if I hold it up to a glass the words will all go the
right way again.”

This was the poem that Alice read:

JABBERWOCKY

Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son!

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun

The frumious Bandersnatch!”

He took his vorpal sword in hand:

Long time the manxome foe he sought —
So rested he by the Tumtum tree,

And stood awhile in thought.

And, as in uffish thought he stood,

The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,
And burbled as it came!

One, two! One, two!

And through and through

The vorpal blade went snicker-snack!
He left it dead, and with its head
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He went galumphing back.

“And has thou slain the Jabberwock?
Come to my arms, my beamish boy!
O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!”
He chortled in his joy.

Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

“It seems very pretty,” she said when she had finished
it, “but it’s rather hard to understand!” (You see, she didn’t
like to confess, even to herself, that she couldn’t make it
out at all.) “Somehow it seems to fill my head with ideas —
only I don’t exactly know what they are! However, some-
body killed something; that’s clear, at any rate”

“But oh!” thought Alice, suddenly jumping up, “if
I don’t make haste, I shall have to go back through the
Looking-glass before I’ve seen what the rest of the house
is like! Let’s have a look at the garden first!” She was out of
the room in a moment, and ran down-stairs — or, at least,
it wasn’t exactly running, but a new invention for getting
down-stairs quickly and easily, as Alice said to herself. She
just kept the tips of her fingers on the hand-rail, and floated
gently down without even touching the stairs with her feet;
then she floated on through the hall, and would have gone
straight out at the door in the same way if she hadn’t caught
hold of the door-post. She was getting a little giddy with so
much floating in the air, and was rather glad to find herself
walking again in the natural way.
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