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. TO0 THE
RIGHT HONOURABLERE

ARTHUR ONSLOW,.

Speaker of the House or Comumonxs.

SITR,

I Should not have prefumed to addrefs thefe- 2
fheets to you, had not the iiduigece-of 7

the Public giveh theifome fort of merir,
(owing, doubtlefs, to the importance of my
fubjeét) by the many editions * they have been
pleafed to encourage. _

I here give a fuccin& account of the reigng
of our {everal Monarchs, from the earlieft
times, extrated from authors of reputation ;
and have endeavoured to fet the whole in fuch
a light, as may infpire the readers with an ar-
dent love for our purereligion, and its darlin
attendant, liberty; and, on the other hand,
with a juft abhorrence of popery, and its con-
panion, f{lavery.

Asthe prefent performance is defigned chiefly
for the inftrution of the rifing generation;, I
thence hope that it will not be thought unwora
* thy the patronage of a Gentleman, to whom
- men of Letters and Learning have the higheft
obligdtions, and to whofe countenance and
favour I myfelf am fingularly indebted : of a
Gentleman, whofe a&tions fpeak how greatly he
-has the welfare of our envied iflands at heart ;
of a Gentleman who has prefided, during fo

A3 - long

* This dedication was written for the Fourteenth editisn,
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longa courfe of years with the greateft dignity,
in an Auguft Houfe, the Palladium of our
happy contftitution.

When I refle on the long feries of zges,
during which ignorance and cruelty overfpread
the face of the earth; I cannot enough thank
Providence for giving me exiftence 1n an en-
fightened period,~when Arts and Sciences are
carried to a high perfection ; when our coun-
trymen, though engaged in a fierce war, lighted
up by an ambitious enemy, are neverthelefs
happy—when the condu&t and intrepidity of
our troops at Quebec and Minden recall the
immortal battles of Creffy and Agincourt:
and when our navy not only awes the nations
round, but triumphs in every part of the
ocean.

May the reign of our new Sovereign, (whofe
moft gracious Declaration on his afcending
the Throne fpeaks him a fecond Trrtus) be
crowned with every felicity ! And (SIR) may
You live ftill many Years, to fee the blifsful
effe&s of your national labours !

danm, _
with all imaginable Rq/]»eé?,
S IR,
Your moft bumble,
moff obedient,

mry). decvoted fervant,
London,
© O&. 26, 1760, .
Joun LockMman,
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ADVERTISEMENT,

THE eftablithed reputation of oxr abridg-
ment of the Hiftory of England makes
it unnecefiary to enlarge upon its known uti-
lity. But we cannot appear again as candi-
dates for future favors without exprefling our
grateful acknowledgments for the patronage
we have received from an indulgent public,
through a long feries of years. The conftant
fupport and recommendation we have parti-
cularly experienced from the moft refpeétable
condu&ors of academies and {chools for the
public education of youth, and from the moft
eminent private preceptors, likewife deferves
" _our fincereft thanks, which are here tendered
to all our friends in general. '

The beft recurn we can poflibly make for
the very great fuccefs that has attended this
publication, is, to take all poflible pains to
render every new edition as complete as pof-
fible. And it is upon this principle, we beg
leave to, trouble the reader with the following
brief ftate of the principal improvements made
in the prefent edition. , ‘

A copious new Introdultion furnithes a
more ample and fatisfaltory explanation of

© the
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the Britifb conftitution than had hitherto been

iven. And as the mode of raifing and ap-
plying the public revenues of the ftate was a
fubject neither fo well underftood nor fo in-
terefting in the time of the late ingenious
Mr. Lockman, as at prefent; a clear difcuffion
of it will be found in the faid Introduétion,
which likewife conneéts the chain of preced-
ing events with the @ra of the foundation of
the Englifb monarchy. A feparation, and
better arrangement of the.different fubjeéts
of the hiftery, has been made; and, where it
could be done, without deftroying the con-
nexion, additional queftions have been inferted,
in order to prevent too long anfwers, which
clog the memory, and difguft young pupils.
The origin, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the
liberal fciences; of commerce ; and of the po-
lite and ufeful'arts in Britain, with an account
of all public inftitutions, form diftinct heads
in this edition ; and proper notice is taken of
the moft eminent men who have flourithed in
this country, in every age.

In aword, the prefent edition has the ad-
vantage of a complete and accurate chrono-
logy; and of an impartial hiftory of the im-
portant tranfactions of the reign of our prefent
mott gracious Sovereign, down to the end of
the year 1789, whereas the laft clofed with
the domeftic events of 1786.

o T. M..

A NEW
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M E T H O D

«

. FOR STUDYING THE

Hiftory of £ NGLAND.

2. WHAT country is it that yoy term Grear Britain ?
4. The ifland which comprehends the king-
doms of England and Scotland.

9. How long hath it been calizd by that name ?

4. From the tiine that the two kingdoms were united,
by an a& of paliament paflod in the reign of Queen
Aune, which 7ol the royud aflent on the 4th of
March, 1707, aad took place on the 1ft of Say follow-
mg. By anarticle in this union, fixtcen peers of Swor-
land are to be elested o reprefent the peers of Seorlard,
in the Evglip houfe of lords, and forty-five members to
reprefent the commons of Scotland in the Exglifh hicufe of
commons; and the purlinment of England i future was
to be itvied the Pariinment of Great-Britain. Accord-
ingly, tue frit parliament that was colled after the union
ook place, and which met on the 23d of Odivber. 1707,
was ftyled the firit Porliament of Great Brirain: and all
public atts, records,- and other fate papers, ram in the
fame ftvle, and have fo continued ever fince. The titls
of King of Greas-Britain was indeed aflumed by King
Fames 1. upon the union of the two crowns in his pérfon,
to avoid jealoufy, in giving the precedency to Eng}:zrza' or
Scotland in the regal title. But this extended no farther
than the crown. i

2, What is the fhape of Greas-Britain § =

B ' 45-.-\Tria.ngubj--;




2 INTRODUCTION.

A. Triangular ; the angles whereof are the Lizard Poins
to the welt; that of Foreland, or Sandwich near Dover on
the eaft ; and that of Straithy-bead to the north.

Q. What are the feas that furround it?

A. The Englifb channel to the fouth, which feparates
it from France; the German ocean to the eaft, lying be-
tween England, Flanders, Germany, and Denmark; the
Northern, or Caledonian fea to the north; and S
George’s channel, the Irifb fea, and the Atlantic ocean to
the weft.

L. Into how many parts is Great-Britain divided ?

4. Two; wiz. England and Scotland ; the former, from
its fituation, -being called Sowth-Britain, and the latter
North-Britain.

Q. What is the true extent of Great-Britain ?

4. The weftern fide of it, from the Lizard-point in
Cornwall to Caithnefs in Scotland, reckoning the windings
of the fhores, is 812 miles; the eaftern fide 704; the’
fouth coaft, which is the broadeft, 320; and the circuit
of the whole ifland is 1836 miles.

Q. When was the name of Britain changed into that
of England ?

4. In the year 585 or 586, a little after the founding
of the feven kingdoms, with the unanimous™confent of the
feven kings. '

Q. How is England bounded ?

A. By the rivers Taweed and Sofway;‘and the mountains
of Chiviot, which divide it from Scot/and ; the reft of it is
bounded by the ocean. : _

2. Who were the ancient inhabitants thereof ?

A. The Britons, {uppofed to have been defcendants
from the Gauls or Celres.

- 8, What nations have had the fovereignty of it ?

A. The Britons, the Romans, dle%ag: or Angles,
{from whom the country derived the name of England),
the Danes, and the Normans.

Q. How many Kings have fwayed the Engli/b {ceptre ?

A. It is impoffible to give the exa& number of thofe
who reigned before the year 820, when Eglert efta-
biithed the monarchy, the hiftory whereof we are now
writing.

2 2. Was

»
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9. Was not Eugland divided into feven kingdoms before

Egbere?
" 4. Yes; and it was called the Saxor Heptarchy : they
were the kingdoms 1. of Kenz; 2. of South-Sex, or of
the South-Saxons; 3. Wefi-Sex, or of the Weft-Saxons;
4. Eafp-Sex, or of the Eaff-Saxons; §. the Northumbers ;
6. Eaft-dngless 7. of Mercia.

Q. Have all the Kings from Egler {fprung from the
fame family ?

A. No; the family that now fits upon the throne is
the feventh.

Q. Pray give me the names of the families, and the
number of Kings defcended from them.

4. The firft was that of the Saxon or Englib Kings,
whereof there were feventeen; the fecond that of the
Danes, of which there were only three Kings ; the third,
that of the Normans, produced four.. The houfe of 4z~
jou, (the fourth) or family of the Plantagenets, divided
itfelf into three branches; Plantageret the elder; Yoré,
. and Lancafter, the younger. There were eight Kings of
the firft, and three of each of the two laft. The Taudors
(the fifth family) furnifhed tiyree Kings and two Queens ;
the Stuarts (the fixth family) four Kings and two
Queens ; and eur prefent moft gracious Sovereign is the
third King, defcended from the illuftrious houfe of
Brunfuwick.

Of the Rovar Famivy, and the BRiT1sH
GOVERNMENT.

2. WHAT kind of government is that of Grear
Britain ?
4. A Monarchy, the authority whereof is limited by
the flatute and common law of the land, which the King
{wears at his coronation to obferve ; and the coronation
oath forms the civil compaét between the King and his
{ubje&ts.
Q. In what docs the fovereign authority of the King
of Great-Britain immediately confift ? S
' “ Bz ; A He
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4. He is invefted with the {fole power to declare peace
or war ; to make leagues and treaties ; to receive or fend
out ambaffadors ; to coin money, but not to fix the cur-
rent value of it, which is done by confent of parliament
only ; to allow or repeal grants or privileges; to difpofe
of the feveral governments in his dominions, and of all
employments, both at fea and land. In a word, 2ll com-
miflions, whether. for life, or a certain limited time, are
abfolately in his difpofal. And he can pardon criminals,
except when an appeal is made, which prevents the pardon
of a murderer.

2. Does his power extend no farther ?

A. He is heir, in the laft refort; that is, all eftates
where no heir appears, revert or efcheat to the lord of the
manor ; but if there is none, then to the King.

Q. Has the King of Great-Riitain any authority over
the Parliament j

4. He alone has the power of fummoning, proroguing,
and diffolving it; he may refufe to give the royal affent
to bills, though they have paffed through both houfes,
}vithout being obliged to declare the reafon of his re-

ufal, »
, 2. Is juftice adminiftered 4n the King’s name ?
oA In all parts of Great-Britain he jg the {upreme
{judge, or lord chief-juftice. He fills up all the offices of
$judicature ; is fuppofed to prefide perfonally in all tribu-
nals ; and may actually do it in all cafes, that of high trea~
fon excepted, in which he himfelf is the real plaintiff.

2. Has he no power in the church ?

4. Heis the fupreme moderator .and governor of the
church of England, over all perfons and in all caufes
which title was taken up by Queen Elizabeth, inftead of
the fupreme Head, which was ufed by Henry VIIL. and
Edward VI. He nominates to bithoprics, and feveral
other benefices. He claims tenths and annats; and by
mandate to the archbifhops aflembles his clergy in convo-
€ation ; they not having the power of fitting without fuch
mandate. :

2. Does not the King of Great-Britain delegate part of
his zuthority to other perfons ?

3 A. The
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4. The whole crecutive power of the gevernment
being veited in him, he is Captain General and Com-
mander in chief of the army; High Admiral of Grear-
Eritein; Chief Jufice; Supreme Head of the Chureli;
&c. &c. but as it 1 impcdlible for him to perform the
cuaties of all +hefe ofizes at cnce in perfon, he appoints
perions to exccute moit of them, who are called hie mi-
niiters or fervants, and are refponitble to the naton for
their condult.

2. What 1» meant by fuying, the Kiag can do no
WTOnE T

-~ - 1 - . .
A. It i to be underfiocd only in refpet to his public
capacity, in wirich he never adf

without the advice of
his privy-council and his miniflry, who do the wrong,
when any is done to the natien, by adviling bad meafures.
But if the King commits a murder, he does wrong as
much as any other man, and is equally liable to the fen-
tence of the law.

9. What is the difference between (lueen-confort and
Queen-regent ? ’

4. The Queen-regent is jointly proclaimed ard
crowned as Sovereign with tie King her hufband. She
exegcifes fovereign authority in his abfence from his do-
minions ; fucceeds to the throne in cafe of his demife;
and enjoys many other privileges which do not appertain
to the Queen-confort. AMary 1. the wife of William ik
was Queen-rezent.

Q. Who is the fecond perfon in the kingdom ?

A. The Queen-confort.

Q. Does fhe enjoy any peculiar privileges ?

4. She may make whatever purchafes fhe thinks proper

‘i the kingdorg, and difpofe of them without an a& of

parliament for her naturalization. She may remove her
caufes to whatever court the pleafes ; and if, when a widow,
the fhould marty again, the would have all honours paid
her as a Queen, though fhe fhould marry a private gen-
tleman.

2, What title is given to the eldeft fon of the King of
Great-Britain ? S

A. He is ftyled Prince of Wales; is always heir appa-
rent tO the crown ; and when }E has attained the age of

‘. B3 ¢ighteen
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eighteen years, he is enabled by law to fucceed to the
crown, without being under the government of a regen-
cy. But during the life of his father he does not take his
{eat in Parliament, or come properly of age, till the age of
twenty-one.

Q. Is it many years fince the King’s eldeft fon has en-
Joyed this title ? A

A. Edward 1. won this principality in 128e, from
Liewellyn, the laft prince of #ales; and he whblly abo-
lithed the authority of thefe princes, by taking prifoner
David, Llewellyn’s brother, whom he beheaded in 1283.-

. Which of the Kings of Ezgland’s fons firft had the
title of Prince of Wales ¢

4. Edward I1. who was born at Caernarwon Cafle, in
that principality ; the King having obliged his confort to
£0 and lie-in there, that they might be the better pleafed
with the prince he was going to fet over them.

Q. Has the King’s eldeft fon any other title?

A. Yes; he is born duke of Cornwall; in refpe& te
which he is of age at the very day of his birth, {o as to
claim livery and feifin of the faid dukedom.

£. By whom was this honour firft fettled on the King’s
eldeft fon ? )

4. By Edward IT1. and it is to be obferved; that ¥'does
rot defcend by virtue of that Monarch’s grant to the heir
of the crown of Exugland in general, but to the fon, and
him the firft begotten fon of the King. Thus, Richard
de Bourdeaux, fon to the Black Prince, who died without
coming to the crown, was not duke of Cornwall by birth,
but was created {0 by charter. Nor was Henry VIIIL. (after
the death of his brother prince drzbur) duke of Cornwall,
becaufe he was not the eldeft fon.

2. Has the prince of Wales any fettled’revenue ?

A. He has about twenty thoufand pounds fterling.a
year, arifing from the mines in the duchy of Cormwall.

" But while he is a minor, he is maintained by the King,
as part of his family ; and when of age he has a feparate
houfehold, and an-annual revenue provided by att of paw
liament. -

. Is the crown hereditary ?
- el 4. Motk
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A. Moft affuredly no; for there are incapacities by
law, which would fet afide the heir apparent; fuch as the
prince of Wales’s tumning Roman Catholic, &c. Befides,
the Brstifb hiftory has proved that it is eleftive: but ge-
nerally no incapacitation arifing, the right of fucceflion
by primogeniture has been allowed, and the female line
fucceeds 1n default of male heirs.

Q. Have the reft of the King’s children any titles ap-
propriated to them ?

4. No; the King, who is the fountain of all honour
“throughout his dominions, beftows on them, as on any
other of his fubjets, whatever titles and dignities he thinks
proper. We arc only to obferve, that the title of Ryyaf
Highnefs is given them; and that whoever kiffes their
hands maft do it kneeling ; the fame refpe&t beziag paid
to the Kings and Queens, who were formerly ferved at
table, and waited upon in€this humble pofture; a cuftomm
long fince abolithed. ~

2. Has the King any fixed revenue ?

4. Formerly, great inconveniences arofe from ‘con-
founding the royal with the public revenue of the king-
dom. Wherefore; upon the reftoration of Charfes II. 1n
1660, the Parliament, in a fit of joy,‘, voted 1,200,000 /.
for the King’s yearly revenue, to be raifed out of certain
branches of the public revenue, for the maintenance of
his houfehold and the dignity of the Crown. But as thofe
branches of the public revenue on which the royal income
was charged, fometimes produced more, and {ometimes
lefs than the fum fixed for the royal income, this gave an

* opportunity to encroach on the public revenue in this and
the following reign. .

2. How was this remedied ? :
‘4. Upon the acceflion of Williane and Mary, one greas
point, amongft many others gained by the revolution in
favour of the people, was that of fettling a certain fam
upon the King and Queen for life, 800,000/ pger ann.
and pafling an aét to {ubjec the revenues of the kingdom,
after payment of this fum, to the difpofal of Parliament.

‘2, Was the royal revenue ftill rayfed from branches of -
wie public revenue ? - :

: % A Yes;
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A. Yes; and as they confifted of the duties of tennage
and poundage, the hereditary excife, and other articles,
when they fell fhort, the royal income was deficient, and
when they increafed, it exceeded the nominal fum fixed
by Parliament.

. What did his prefent majefty do upon this fubjett ?

A. He agreed to accept the nett fum of 8oo,000/. per
annum for life, to be paid quarterly out of the receipt of
the Exchequer, in liex of the flutuating, uncertain in-
come, arifing from the funds, formerly appropriated to the
payment of the royal revenue.

Q. Has this fum been {ince augmented ?

.4, The Parliament, in confideration of his Majefty’s
ruinercus family, voted 100,000/ additional annual re-
venae, in the year 1777; alfo the fum of Q185340 to
pay off the arrears of the civil lift, due on the 1ft of Fanu-
ary in that year, c

Q. What articles of expence are comprehended in the
civil lift ?

. The maintenance of the royal family ; the falariss
of the oflicers and fervants of the houfehold ; of the great
oficers of {tate; of ambafladers, minifters, and gonfuls in
foreign parts ; penfions, &c. &c.

Of the PARLIAMENT.

Q. H AT is the Parliament of Great-Britain # .
4. "Lhe generg affembly (when the King is
prefent) of the three eftates of the kingdom.
2. By whom was it inftituted ?

‘4. In a large fenfe, it is as old as the Saxor govern-
ment in this kingdom. And though the Coimons were
undoubtedly always reprefented in it, yet.the manner how
they were reprefented is not certain ; there being no fum-
mons of them upon record before 49 Henry 111, when they.
firtt began to be diftinét houfes, much in the fame manner
as they are now. ‘ :

2. Whence was it otiginally derived ?
4. From the general affemblies, or diets of the nor-
thern nations, whence the Auglo-Saxons came. . It was
not
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not indeed held {o frequently under the firft Saxor Kings,
as under the Plantagenets, when it began to make itelf
formidable.

Q. When was this affembly firft called a Parliament ?

. 4. In the reign of William 1. the term being Novmar,
and fignifying #o /peak one’s mind. The Saxons called their
affemblics #Witzenagemots, the meeting of wife men.

Q. By what fteps has it rifen to that height of power it
has fometimes affuméd ?

4. 1t was owing te the avarice of fome Kings, the pro-
digality of others, and the wars of ambitious princes.

Q. In what manner did the avarice or profifion, of the
Kings give authority to the Parliament?

A. As the yearly revenues of the ftate fell fhort of its
expences, the Kings were obliged to impofg taxes; and
the monies arifing from thence not having befk&\employed
to the public fervice, but lavifhed on favojtes, ex-
pended on parade and luxuries, or hoarded up, the people
faw the neceflity of not permitting their Soverkigns to
levy money upon thein, but by the confent of their repre-
fentatives.

2. How did the ambition of their Kings encroach upon
the property of their fubjeéts ?

4. They engaged in rafh, unjuft, and frujdefs enter-
prizes ; but after the Parliament had eftablifhed the right
of taxing themfelves, the Sovereigns were more cautious
how they engaged in wars, as the aids for carrying them
on could only be obtained from the reprefentatives of the
people. .

Q. When did the Parliameat affume this authority ?

4. Under the reign of King Fobuz; and they confirmed
it to themfelves by Magra Charta, or the great charter of
liberties, in the reign of his fon, Henry III. ‘

Q. Of whom does the Parliament confift ?

4. The conftitution of Gieat-Britain is compofed of
three forms of government, the Regal, the Ariftocradcal,
and the Democratical ; fo wiftly biended and united, "that
the inconveniencies of each, feparately taken, are carefully
avoided. . '

2. What do you mean by the threg eftates of the

, yealm ? :
Bg A. The



