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A
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BEAUTIES OF - ENGLAND

FENSLSHAVING in our firft Volume deferibed the tnoff

remarkable places about twenty miles round Lon-

H don, and then proceeded to thofe which were at

gg a greater diffance from the capital, and given anf

Y s W o acount of what feemed moft worthy of note in

Kent, Essex, MippLEsEx, and SURREY;

(London and Southwark excepted), and alfo in BERKSHIRE,

BuckinGcHA HeRTFORDSHIRE, Sussex, Ox-

FORDSHIR E-atik BEDFORDSHIRE 3 we now proceed to the

moft curiofsand ¥ ing prticulars in other parts of the king-

dom, and flgpll tr‘gxﬁmé’t y anid feparately of all the femaining
CountlesJ o o=

‘&"A;}k?B”kxDGEsHIRE

" This county is bounded ord the weft by Huntingdonthire
dnd Bedfordfhire; on the fouth by Hertfordfhire and Ef-
fex; on the north by Lincolnfhire; and on the eaft by
Norfolk and Suffolk. It extends about forty miles fromi

Vou. 1. A 2 . north




4 A NEW DISPLAY OF

north to fouth, and from eaft to weft about twenty-five,
1t is divided into feventeen hundreds, and contains one city and
eight market towns, one hundred and fixty-three parifhes, aboug
two hundred and feventy-nine villages, and five hundred and fe-
venty thoufand acres.

The face of this county affords great variety ; and a ¢onfider-
able traét of landin it isdiftinguifhed by the name of the Ifle of
Ely. It confifts of fenny ground, divided by ianumerable chan-
nels and drains, and is part of a very fpacious level, containing
three hundred thoufand acres of land, and extending from this
county into Norfolk, Suffolk, Huntingdonfhire, Northampton-
thire, and Lincolnfhire. The Ifle of Ely is the northern divi-
fion of the county, and extends fouthward almoft as far as Cam-
bridge. The whole level of which this is part, is bounded on
one fide by the fea, and on the others by uplands, which, taken
together, form a kind of rude femi-circle, refembling 2 horfe-
fhoe. As this part of the county is all meadow and fen ground,
vaft herds of cattleare bred here ; and the numerous lakes, ri-
vers, and canals, which divide the fens, abound in fifh and
wild-fowl, and give the inhabitants an ealy communication with
feveral counties, as well as with the fea, which occafions a very
brifk trade here.  On the eaft part of the county are thofe fine
Downs, which go by the name of Newmarket-heath, and Gog-
magog-hills; and on the weft, towards Royfton, are Downs no
lefs extenfive, intermixed with corn fields. ‘

The'chief rivers are, the Grant, the Oufe, and the Nen,
which run generally from weft to eaft, and baving received feve-
ral leffer ftreams in their courfe, fall into the German fea near
Lynn in Norfolk. The tide runs with fuch violence up the
Nen, as far as Wifbeach, about either equinox, thatit will over-
fet any boat in the way of it; and the falt waves dafhing
againtt each other, in the night time appear like ftreams of fire :
this is generally called the gEager from the-impetuofity of its
courfe. The little riyer Cam runs through the county, from
fouth to north, and falls jnto the Qufe at Streatham-mere, near
Thetford, by Ely.

The principal commodities of Cambridge are corn, malt,
€attle, butter, faffron, colefeed, hemp, fith, and wild-fowl,
The wild-fow] are taken in decoys, placed convenient for catch-
ing them, into which they are led by tame ducks that are trained
for that purpofe ; and in the Ifle of Ely there is fuch plentv of
thefe birds,- that 3000 couple are faid to be fent to London
every week. The principal manufactures of this county are
paper and wicker-ware. This county {ends fix members to the
Houfe of Commons, viz. two knights of the thire, two repre-

.2 ' fentatives
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THE BEAUTIES OF ENGLAND., 35

fentatives for the univerfity, and two burgefles for the town of
Cambridge.

E L Y.

This antient city is fixty-nine miles from London, fituated in
the fenny part of Cambridgethire, called the Ile of Ely; and
being furrounded by the Oufe and other fireams, is unhealthy,
though it ftands on arifing ground. It is governed by the Bi-
fhop, who has not only the ecclefiaftical, but civil jurifdiétion ;
and though a city, it is not reprefented in parliament ; two par-
ticulars in which it differs from every other city in the kingdom.
The fovereignty of Ely was fettled upon the bithop by Henry the
Firft, who 2alfo made Cambridgethire his diocefe, which before
was part of the diocefe of Lincoln. From this time the bifhop
appointed a Judge to determine all caufes, whether civil or crimi-
nal, that fhould arife within his Ifle, till the time of Henry the
Eighth, who took that privilege away ; and therefore the bi-
- thop’s power in civil affairs is now much cartailed.

The city of Elyis neither beautiful nor populous. The ca-
thedral and bifhop’s palace are its chief ornaments; the former
has a remarkable dome and lanthorn, fuppofed to be the only
work of its kind in Europe, which feems to totter with every guft
of wind. The church is four hundred feet high, has a tower at
the weft end of it about two hundred feet high, and was a mo-
naftery in the time of the Saxons. The chief ftreet, which is
on the eaft fide of the city, is full of fprings, whichgenerally
overflow from one to another, all the way down the hall. This
city is fo encompafled with gardens, that all the county-towns in
the neighbourhood, efpecially Cambridge and St. Ives, are fup-
plied with-garden ftuff from hence. They are particularly noted
for vaft quantities of ftrawberries.

CAMBRIDGE

Thisis the county-town, and is fituated on the river Cam,
which divides the town into two parts, that are joined by a large
ftone bridge. It is fifty-two miles from London, and is a very
antient town, being well known in the time of the Romans by
the name of Camboritumn. William the Norman built a caftle
here, of which the gate-houfe is ftill ftanding, and ufed for the
county gaol. There are fourteen parifhes in this town, about
twelve hundred houfes, and the inhabitants are computed at fix
thoufand. The government of the town is vefted in a mayor,
high-fteward, recorder, twelve aldermen, twenty-four common-
council -men, with a town-clerk, and other officers. I'he mar-

ket



6 A NEW DISPLAY OF

ket-place is fituated in the middle of thetown ; and the fhire-
hall, which was ereted at the expence of the nobility and gen-
try of the county, is eighty feet in length, thirty-four in breadth,
and thirty-three in height. The ancient town-hall is at the
back of the fhire-hall; and in the market-place is a pillar of the
Tonic order, called the crofs, on the top of which is a globe
gilt.  In the front of the town-hall ftands an handfome ftone
conduit, inclofed with an iron palifade, to which water is
b-ought by an aqueduét, which was firft erected by the famous
Hoblon, the Cambridge carrier, whom Milton has celebrated
in his pcems, and who is faid to have been the firft perfon who
ever let hackney horfes in England. There has lately been erect-
ed here a Jarge houfe, fora county hofpital, on which four thou-
fand pounds have been expended, purfuant to the will of Dr, Ad-
denbroke, late fellow of Catharine Hall, who left it to the care
of Truftees. :

Cambridge is about a mile in length, from fouth to north, and
about half a mile broad in the middle. When the town is viewed
from the weft the profpeét is exceedingly magnificent, as the
colleges with their fine groves, gardens, and inclofures, all pre~
fent themfelves to the eye; and the fituation on the banks of the
river, which looks like an artificial canal, with the feveral bridges
over it, all confpire to heighten the beauty of the fcene.

Tee UNIVERSITY

Is one of the moft flourithing feminaries of learning in the
world, and is particularly diftinguithed for the great attention
thatis paid here to the cultivation of natural knowledge, toge-
ther with all the different branches of the mathematics. It is go-
verned by a chancellor, a high-fteward, two pro&ors. and two
taxors. All thefe officers are_chofen by the Univerfity. The
chancellor is always a peer of therealm, and generally continues
in his office for life, by the tacit confent of the univerfity, though
a new choice may be made every three years, As the chancel-
lor is a perfon of fo high a rank, it is not expected eor intended,
that he fhould execute the office; but he has not the power
of appointing his {ubftitute : a vice-chancellor is chofen annually,
on the third of November, by the univerfity ; he is always the
head of fome college, the heads of the colleges returning two
of their body, of which the univerfity elets one. The high
fteward ischofen by the fenate, and holds his place by a patent
from the univerfity, The proftors and taxors are alfo chofen
every year from the feveral colleges and halls by turns. It is
the bufinefs of the pro€tors to infpeét into the behaviour of the
ftudents ; and they, in conjunction with the taxors; regulate the

' weights



THE BEAUTIES OF ENGLAND. 1

weights and meafures ufed in the markets. Here are alfo two
moderators, two {crutators, a commiffary, a public orator, two
public librarians, a regifter, a fchool keeper, three efquire bea-
dles, eighteen profeffors, with a yeoman beadle, who attends
on all public occafions, and the caput, which conlifts of the vice-
chancellor, a doftor of divinity, a door of laws, a dottor of
phyfic, a regent, anon-regent, a mafter of arts, chofen annual-
ly on the 12th of October.

The Univerfity confifts of twelve colleges, and four halls ; but
though they are diftinguithed by different names, the privileges
of the colleges and halls arein every refpet the fame.—As to the
antiquity of the Univerfity of Cambridge, we have no account
of itgenerally allowed to be authentic, that goes further back
than the reign of Henry the Firft, who fucceeded William Ru-
fus in Auguft 1100. About this time the monaftery of Croy-
land, in Lincolnfhire, being confumed by fire, Geoffrey the ab-
bot, who was poflefled of the manor of Catenham, near Cam-
bridge, fent thither Giflebert, his profeflor of divinity, and three
other monks. Thefe monks being well fkilled in philofophy and
the fciences, went daily to Cambridge, where they hired a barn,
and read public leQures. A number of fcholars were foon
brought together, and in lefs than two years were {o multiplied,
that there was not a houfe, barn, or church in the place, large
encugh to hold them. Inns and halls were foon built for the
accommodation of ftudents. But many of the fcholars ufed to
board and lodge with the houfekeepers in the town, and attended
the leCtures of the different profeflors, in the halls which were
built for ehat purpofe. And thereis a hall now remaining, ftill
called Pythagoras’s fchool, fituated on the weft fide of the river,
which was one of the firft ufed for the before-mentioned purpofe,
and which is the only one now left undemolithed. It was in this
hall that Erafmus read his leQures on the GGreek language. But
we now proceed to give an account of the feveral colleges and
halls in their prefent ftate.

PeETER House CoLLEGE was founded in 1257, in the reign
of King Henry IIL. by Hugh Baltham, prior of Ely; at which
time it was nothing more than commodious lodgings for the ftu-
dents. * But in 1284, when the founder was made bithop of that
fee, he endowed it for 2 mafter and fourteen fellows. The name
of the college is derived from St. Peter’s church, in the neigh~
bourhood of which it is fituated.

This college confifts of two courts, feparated by a cloyfter and
gallery, the largeft being one hundred and forty-four feet long,
and eighty-four feet broad, Al the buildings in this court have
been within thefe few years cafed with ftone, in an elegant man-

’ ner,



8 A NEW DISPLAY OF:

ner, fo that at prefent they make a very handfome appearance,
The lefler courtis fituated next the ftreet, and is divided by thé-
chapel, a fine Gothic building, forty-four feet long, twenty-fe-
ven broad, and twenty-feven high,  This college has a mafter,
twenty-two fellows, and forty-two fcholars.

Crare HaLL was founded in the year 1340, atwhich tims
Richard Badew, the chancellor, being affifted by the generous
benefa&ions of Lady Elizabeth Clare, then Countefs of Ulfter,
not only built, but endowed iton the ruins of ahoufe which he
, had built fixteen years before, for the reception of fuch ftudents
“as were willing to live there at their own expence ; butat laft,
by fome accident, it was deftroyed by fire. In procefs of time,
by the affiftance of fome additional benefactions, the endowment
was greatly enlarged. It has been nobly rebuilt, and is finely
fituated on the eaftern bank of the river, over which it has an
elegant ftone bridge, leading to a fine vifta, beyond which is a
beautiful lawn. This delightful fpot is much reforted to on fum-
mer evenings, where, on the one hand, are elegant buildings,
gardens, groves, and the river; ahd, on the other, corn-fields
to a very great extent. Clare Hall has a mafter, eighteen fellows,
.and fixty-three {cholars.

PemerokE HaLr was founded in the year 1347, by Mary
St. Paul, Countefs of Pembroke, whofe husband, Audomare de
* Valentia, Earl of Pembroke, loft his life in a tournament on the
very day he was married to her. Upon this misfortune, being,
inconfolable for his death, the inftantly withdrew from the world ;'
and, amongft other a&ts of munificence, fhe eftablithed this Hall,
1t confifts of two courts, each being ninety-fix feet long, and
fifty-four broad. The chapel was buile after a defign of Sir
Chriftopher Wren, and is efteemed an elegant edifice. This

" Hall has a mafter, five fellows, and thirteen fcholars. '

Corrus CHRISTI, or BENEDICT COLLEGE, is 2 long
fquare of buillings, coptaining two covrts, and four rows of
lodgings. It was founded by the united guilds, or fraternities of
‘Corpus Chrifti, ‘and the Blefled Virgin, who through the inte-
reft of Hency of Monmouth, Duke of Lancafter, procured
Jeave of Henry 1IL that their aldermen fhould be authorized to
ere&t and endow this college. It taKes its. name from the church
of St. Benedi&, that ftands contiguous to it. The chapel of
the college, and the library, are both under the fame roof. " The
Jatter contains a valuable collection of antient manufcripts,which

* were preferved at the diffolution of the religious houfes, and
SR o o ; Tr stven





