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PRETFACE.

AN embafly to Chind was 4 new évent in
the diplomatic hiﬁory of this country , and very
naturally excited a general cutiofity concerning it:
for ; without confidering the great commercial
objells it had in view , the univerfal ignorance
which prevailed refpeéling the interior parts of
that empire. and the confequent novelty which
muft be produced by any authentic hiftory of it,
would irrefiftibly atra& the attention of our en-
lightened country, to the only civilized nation in
the world, whofe jealous laws forbid the intru-
fion of any other meople,

It is net my defign 1o examine thofe writers
who have prcccdea me on the fubje& of China:
itis not for me to point out their contradi@ions,
or difplay their fabulous interpolations <— my
only bufinefs is to relate what I faw in the courfe
of this embafly, in every part of which I had
the honor to attend Lord Macattney , who was
appointed to be the reprefentative of his Britannic
Majefty at the Court of Pekin.

The difadvantages which opprefs the trade
of European countries with China are well known,
and to remove them in behalf of our own, was
an obje& well worthy the attentive wifdom of
our government. It was not, however, a mere
fpeculative proje& ; as a fufficient intumation had
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been made to the Court of London, that an
Ambaflador from thence would be gracioufly
received by the Emperor of China: minifters,
therefore , alted with a ftrit political attention
to the commercial interelts of this country, by
preparing an embafly , fuited to the dignity of
the Court of Great Britain, and fitted out in a
manner to attra® the attention of the Chinefe
people , as well as to command the refped, and
fecure the regard of the Court of Pekin.

The Honorable Colonel Cathcart was, accor-
dingly, invefted, in the year 1788, with the
important charafter of minifter from this country
to the Empire of China; a man whofe fuperior
talents , amiable manners, fhrewd fagacity and
adtive perfeverance qualified him, in a pre-ecminent
degree , to forward the important objefs of his
‘miffion : but the premature death of that able,
excellent, and accomplithed man, which happened
on his voyage , thwarted the progrefs of the em-
-bafly he was appointed to conduét ; and as no
perfon had been named in the King's commiffion,
to fucceed to his diplomatic office, if he fhould
not reach the place of his deflination, that embafly
died with him ; and may be faid to have been
buried onthe diftant {hore where his afhes repofe.

The wife attentions of government were not,
however, to be turned aflide from fuch an im-
portant, national obje&, as a commercial alliance
between the Courts of London and Pekin: the
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chara&er of Ambaflador to China was accordingly
revived, with additional Iplendor, in the perfon
of Earl Macartney ; andan embafly was re-appointed
in fuch a manner as became the empire it was
to reprefent — and the empire before which it
was to appear.

It 15 impoflible to fpeak in higher terms of
the anxious care and Iiberal attention of govern-
ment to this diplomatic miflion than it deferves.
The fuperior talents which dire& the board of
control, and the commercial {pirit which animates
the dire&ion of the Eaft India Company, com-
bined to form thofe arrangements which certainly
deferved fuccefs, if they did not obtain it. No
narrow , or fordid views, mingled with the pre-
parations of it : the means of exterior figure,
and the allurements of national produélions, in
every branch of art, fcience, and manufallure,
were amply fupplied ; and though the embafly
has failed in its obje&, its failure cannot be
attributed to thofe who framed and fafthioned it
in this country, and fet it forward to its diftant
deftination.

I have accurately related every circumftance
that came under my obfervation, with many
occurrences which I heard from thofe, whofe
authority it would be impertinence , to fay no
worfe , in me to refit. My defign is to attempt
no moere than I am qualified to fulfil : and this
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volume will be more particularly found to contain
a faithful account of the Britifh embafly, with
its progrefls through China, from the time that
the Lion man of war, and the Hindoftan Eaft-
India Company’s fhip, anchored before Mettow,
in the Yellow fea , to-its arrival at Canton. Thig
Narrative is faithfully given according to the beft
of my abilities, and from the moft accurate ob-
{ervations in my power to make, during the
journey of the embafly by land , or its voyages
by water, orits temporary refidence in Pekin and
Tartary.

Others, who poffefs a brilliant fancy, or a
glowing imagination, might give to their defcrip-
tion of the {cenes through which this volume
will conduét the reader, thofe bright colors which
we fee on the Chinefe manufalures that are
imported into this country, to decorate the apart-
ments of elegant opulence : but my principal
objelt is to give a firong and ‘accurate out-ling
&f the piQure; and I would rather be accufed
of the dulnefs and tautology of truth , than rifque
2 fufpicion that I had facrificed to a creative
imagination. Indeed, in a journey, or a voyage,
or by whatever name it may be diftinguifhed ,
of upwards of two thoufand miles, fome repetition
muft be expe@ted and forgiven. not only from
a fimilitude of objedls, but from the impoflibility
of difplaying, by literal defcription, thofe differ-
ences between them, which, though evident to
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the eye, cannot be transferred to the page. Cities,
towns and villages, mountains and rocks, rivers,
canals and lakes , &c. %c. will oftentimes admit
of nothing more than general denominations. The
reguolarity, alfo, with which the Britifh embafly
was conduted in its progrefs through China, will
give an occafional nniformity to the narration, that )
may fometimes check the intereft which, I truft, it
will be generally found to excite : but I beg leave
to aflure the reader that, if unfortunately he fhould
not be always amufed by this work, he will never
be intentionally deceived ; and the merit of faithfu}
reprefentation is all I have to claim , andall I wifh
to receive.

1have preceded the hiftory of the;ourney through
China with an account of thevoyage toit; and have
confequently mentioned places which have already
been defcribed by others, and are to be found in
the volumes of modern geography; butI was advi-
fed by thofe, on whofe judgment I could very much
rely, to give this ir.trodudlory part of it, according
to my own knowledge , and from the refult of my
own obfervation.

I have alfoadded theJournal of the Lion ar;d thc
Hindoftan from Chufan to Canton , as it contains
much curious and ufeful information relative to the
navigation of a long range of the coafts of Ghinanot
generallyknown, and may be, therefore, impertant
to the future voyager of. the feas that walh them.
The river of Cantonis fo well known , that I have
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comprefled my account of itinto a very fmall com.
pafs. The homeward-bound voyage, alfo, which
was accompanied with no circumftance worthy of
particular attention, is contained in a few pages..
To thefe I have added a fhort gloffary of fuch
Chinefe words and expreflions, as I had myfelf
acquired’, and no more.

As to the names of cities, villages, &c. I have
given the orthography according to their founds,
and asIwasinftru&ed by thofe natives, whofeknow-
ledge of the Englith language was fufficient to
affift me. ' ‘

I{hall offer no apologyto mycountry for publifh-
ing the journalofa voyage, which had excited fuch
univerfal attention. If this volume contains a faith-
ful narrative of the public tranfa&ions of the late
embafly to China, with {fuch an account of the
country and its inhabitants, as the circumftances of
it, and mode of travelling through it, would allow;
an apology muft be confidered as infulting the
public, to whom the work is prefenied ; and, if it
Thould be found to contain nothing that canintereft
or amufe the public, the book itfelf will be an
infult, and beyond the reach of apology.

But Iindulge myfelf in better expeftations ; nor
am I without a flattering hope , that this volume
contains information which will gratify reafonable
guriofity, and enlarge the knowledge of a country
folittle known to the othernations of the globe,

Wefiminfter , Marfham-fireet , April 2, 1795.



Of the Gentlemen who compofed the retinue of
Earl I lacariney.

SIR George Staunton, Bart. Secretary to the Embaflys

Lxeutenant-GolonclBenfon Commandant of the Ambhaflador’s
Guard;

Lleutenant E. W. Parifh, of the Royal Artillery ;

Lieutenant J. Crewe.

?;:' g&i;f‘auvl\é;xg::” % JointSecretaries to the Ambaflador.

Mr. Baring, Afliftant Secyetary, outward bound ; Son of
Sir Francis Baring , Bart,

Dr. Gillan, Phyfician and Philafopher to the Embafly ;

Dr. Scott, Surgeon aud Phyfician to the Embafly ;

Mr. Barrow Comptroller of the Houfchold ;

Dr. Dinwiddie » Mechanift , Condudtor of mathematical
and aftronomical prefents,

Mafter George Staunton, Son of Sir George Staunton, Bart.

Mr. Thomas chkey, Portrait pamter ;

Mr. Alexander, Draftfman;

Mr. Hutner, Prcccptor to Mafter Staunton ;

Mr. Plumb , Interpreter.

Gommiffioners fent by the Eaft India Company to Canton , to notifp
the ‘intended Embafly of Earl Macariney.

Meflrs, Jackfon ; Irwine, and Brown.
His Exceblency’s Servants, &c. confified ofi

A Steward, and an under ditto. A Garpenter and Joiner,
2 Valets de Chambre, A Saddler,
A Cook, " A Gardener,
2 Couriers, A Taylor,
A Footman, ) A Watchmaker, -
A Baker, A Mathematical Inftrument-
A Band of 6 Muficians , maker.

Belonging to Sir G. Staunion :

9 Servants ' 1 Gardener.

Which, with Mr. Crewe’s Valet de Chambre, formed the
whole of the domeftic eftablithment , except three natives of
China, who went out with us from England.



The Military Efiablifiment , or Guards , confiffed of

20 Men of the Royal Artillery;
10 Ditto 11th Light Dragoons ;
20 Ditto drafted from the additional Companies of Infantry,

at Chatham.

The Skips which were employed to take the Embaffy to China, were
The Lion , of 64 guns, Sir Erafmus Gower, Commander;
The Hindoftan Eaft Indiaman, Capt. William Mackintoih,

Commander; and

The Jackall brig for a tender , manned by officers and men

from the Lion.

Lift of the Officers on Board his Majefy's Ship Lion.

Sir Erafmus Gower , Knight,
Commander;

Mr. Campbell, 1ft. Lieutenant;

Mr. Whitman, 2d. ditto;

M. Atkins, 3d. ditto;

Mr. Cox, 4th. ditto — died at
Chufan;

Mr.Ommaney, aling Licutenant;

Mr. Jackfon, Mafter of the Lion;

Mr. Saunders , Mafter's-mate;

Mr. Tippett, ditto ;

Mr. Simes, ditto (difmiffed from
the thip at Batavia};

Mr. Lowe, ditto ;

Mr. Roper, ditto ;

Mr. Warren, ditto (fon of Dr.
Warrea, Phyfician to his Ma-
jefty, and the Prince of Wales),
promoted to be aling Licute-
nant ;

Mr. Kent;

Mr. Chapman, (appointed Gun-
ner, vice Corke, deceafed ).
Mid/hipmen.

Right Hon. Lord Mark Kerr, (fon

of the Marquis Lothian ). pro-

. moted to be alingLieutenant;

Hon.Wm. Stuart, {fon of the Earl
Bute |;

Bromely,

Swinbourne,

Kelly.

Dilkes,

Trollepe,

Heywood ,

Mr, Hickey,

Mr. Thompfon,

Mr. Waller, (died at Wampoa)s

Mr. Beaumont, (returned home
from Angara Point, for the
recovery of his health);

Mr. Soipe,

Mr. Wools,

Mr. Montague,

Mr. Chambers,

Mr. Scott,

Mr. Bridgeman,

Mr. Perkins,

Mr. Sarradine.

Mr. Tothill, Purfer , (died at
Cochin China};

Mr, Weft, Captain’s Clerk;

Mr. Nutt, Surgeon;

Mr. Anderfon, Chief-mate;

Mr. Cooper, 2d. ditto ;

Mr. Thomas, 3d. ditto;

Mr. Humphries, Schoclmafter.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
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