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LETTER XLVIL

As we descend, we find the materials for
English Listory increase: the minutest transactions
are recorded with prolixity; and these, however
dry and usimproving to Some, are yet both in-
teresting and satisfactory 1o others. In such a
profusion of materials T must be content rather to
give the spirit of the following reigus, than pre-
tend to exhibit a historical detail of particular
interestsand intrigues. It wiil be enough to mark
those strong outlines that may probably escape
the wreck of time, when the internal colouring
shall fade. As history increases in time by the
addition of new events, an epitome hecomes more
necessary lo abridge its excrescences. _

The duke of York, who succeeded his brother
;&ith the title ofking James the second, 4. D. 1685.
had been bred a papist, and was
strongly bigotted to his principles. It is the pro-
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4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

perty of that religion, almostever, to contract the
--spherc of the understanding; and, until people
are in some measure disengaged from ils preju-
dices, itis impossible to lay just claim to extensive
views or consistency of design. The intellects of
this prince were naturally weak, and his bigotted
principles siill rendered them more feeble: he
conceived the ridiculous project of reigning in
the arbitrary manuer of his predecessor, and
changing the established religion of his country,
at a time when bis person was hated, and the
established religion was universally approved.
The people of England were now entirely
changed from what they had heen in the times of
Henry, Mary, and Ehsabeth, who had altered
religion at will. Learning was now as much cul-
tivated by the Jaity as by the priesthood; every
man now prelended to think himself, and had
rational grounds for his opinion. In the begin-
ning of the reformation the monarchs had only
to bring over the clergy, in ordertotatly to change
the modes of belief; for the people were entirely
guided by tbeir pastors. To influence the priest-~
hood was an easy task: the hopes of preferment,
or the fears of degradation, entirely subjected the
consciences of the clergy to the royal will.  Such
it was then: but the circumstances of the nation
were, at prescut, enlirely altered; and to make
achange in religion, it would have been necessary
to tamper with every individual in the stale. But
James had no idea of the alteration: of circum-
stances; his situation, be thought, supplied him
with authority, and his zeal furnished bim with
hope of accomplishing this chimerical design.
* The success he met with in crushing a rebellion,
in the opening of his reign, seemed to promise a
favourable omen toward the completion of his
wishes. The duke of Monmouth, who had long
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been at the head of faction, and inflamed all the
discontents that molested the late king’s reign,
was now resolved to aim at the crown.  He was
the darling of the people; and some averred that
the king had married his mother, and owned bis
legitimacy at his death. The earl of Argyll se-
conded his views, and they formed a scheme of a
double insarrection.  Argyll first landed in Scot-
land, published his manifestoes, put himselfat the
Lead of iwo thousand five hundred . 4. D. 168

v . .D.1685.
men, and attempted to influence the .
nzation; but a formidable hody of the king’s forces
coming against him, his army fell away, and he
bimself, after being wounded in attempting to
escape, was taken hy a peasant, standing up to his
neck in water. Being brought to Edinburgh, he
prepared for his death, well knowing that it was
not in the king’s noture to forgive an enemy.

The duke of Monmouth was not more fortu-
nate; he sailed from the Texel with three vessels,
and arrived on the coast of Dorsetshire with about
fourscore followers. The country soon flocked in
to his standard, .and in two days his army was in-
creased 10 two thousand men. The ear! of Fever-
sham was sent to oppose him, and took post at
Sedgemore, a village in Somersetshire> Mon-
mouth resolved to fight him, and began his march
about eleven in the night, with profound silence ;
but the royalists were prepared for his reception :
the action began at daybreak. Lord Grey, who
commanded the duke of Monmouth’s horse, was
routed at the first onset. The duke at the head
of his infantry bravely maintained his ground,
until he was charged in flank by the enemy’s
horse, who had been just now victorious. A
total rout ensued; three hundred were killed in
the engagement, and a thousand in pursuit. The
duke escaped the carnage, and, in a shepherd’s
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6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

disguise, fled on foot, attended by a faithful com-
Fanion > who had followed his fortunes into Eng-
and. Thus they travelled on toward Dorsetshire,
till, quite exhausted with hunger and fatigue,
they lay down in a field, and covered themselves
with stubble. "In this forlorn situation he was
found, with some pease in his pocket, which he
had gathered in the fields to sustain life. His
spirit sunk with his misfortunes; he wrote to the
king; implored hismercy. The kinggave him an
audience, as if willing to satisfy his vengeance
with the sight of a rival’s misery; but his death
was determined, and ne entreaties could extort
royal clemency. On the scaffold he resumed his
former courage, handled the axe, declared ihat
he meant well to the nation, and his bead was
cut off, but not till after the third blow.

But it were happy for the nation, and fortunate
for the king, if the blood that was already shed
had been thought a sufficient expiation for the
late offence. 'The victorious army behaved with
with the most savage crueliy to the prisoners taken
after the battle. 1heir inhumanity was properly
seconded by Jefferies, who was sent on the West~
ern circuit to iry the insurgents. Iis furious
thirst-of blood heing inflamed by continual intoxi-
cation, he threatened, calumniated, and threw
aside every appearance of clemency. Men and ~
women indiscriminately felt the effects of hissavage
zeal; and not less than two Lundred and fifly
persons expired under circumstances of wanton
cruelty. Cruel kings ever find crucl ministers.

It was not to be expected, that ihese butcheries
could acquire the king the love or the confidence
of his people, or tend to alter their opinions, as
they rather excited the secret abborrence of every
honest man; yet he thought this a time favourahle
for the carrying on his scheme of religion and arhi~



FAMES 110 4

trary government. An altempt atarbitiary power
in Charles was, in some measure, exensable, 4s
he had a republican faetion to oppose; and it
might have been prudent at that time to overstep
justice, in order to attain security: but the same
designs in James were as unnecessary as impracti-
cable; since there were few republicans remain-
ing, and the people were satisfied with limited
monarchy. Butthis weak and deluded monarch
was resolved to imitate one or two princes of
Earope, who bad just hefore rendered themselves
absolute; and he ‘was incited to this project by
Lewis XIV. who secretly desired his destruction.
Thus instigated, he hegan his designs with the
measures which he should not have used till their
completion. He sent a splendid embassy to
Rome, to acknowledge his obedience to the pope.
Innocent, who then filled the chair, was too
good a politician to approve of such childish
measures, and gave his ambassador a very cool re-
ception. He wassensible that the king was openly
striking at those laws and opinions which it was
his business to undermine in silence and security,
The cardinals were even heard facctiously 1o de-
clare, thatthe king should be excommunicated for
thus endeavouring to overturn the small remains
of popery tha¢ still subsisted in England.

James, notwisthstanding these discouragements,
was yet resolved 1o prosecate his favourite scheme
with vigour. Upon every occasion the catholics
shared his confidence and favour. Hugh Peters,
his confessor, ruled his conscience, and drove him
Diindly forward to attempt innovation. Ile be-
came every day more aitd more ambitious of mak-
ng converts; the ear] of Sunderland sacrificed bis
religion to his ambition; the earl of Rochester lost
his employment of treasurer, for refusing to alter
his rcligion. The king stooped so low as to his

&



8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

officers: a rough soldier one day answered his
remonstrances by saying he was preengaged, for
he had promised the king of Morocco, when he
was quartered at Tangiers, that, should he ever
change his religion, he would turn Mahometan.

Am ecclesiastical court was erected with power
A.D. 1686, to punish all delinquelAl.t‘s, or such so

reputed by the court, with all manner
of ecclesiastical censures. The vice-chancellor of
Cambridge was summoned before this court for
having refused to admit one Francis, a Denedic-
tine monk, to the degree of master of arts: the
. vice-chancellor was deprived of his office ; but the
university persisted in their refusal, and the king
thought proper to desist from his purpose. The
vice-president and fellows of Magdalen college in
Osxford were treated with more severity. T hey
rvefused Lo admit one Farmer, a new convert, and
one of a profligate life, who wasnominated by the
king to the place of president, now hecome vacant,
The king next nominated Parker, bishop, of Ox-
ford; but be was equally obnoxious for ithe same
reasons. The king repaired in person to Oxford :
he reproached the fellows with insolence and dis-
obedience; bat neither e, mnor his ministers,
could prevail to alter the resolutions of this so-
ciety. The fellows were expelled by his order,
and their places filled with papists, who he kiiew
would be more obedient to his commands.

His designs hitherto were sulliciently manifest;
but he was now resolved entirely to throw ofl
the mask. By his permission the pope’s nuncio
made his public entry into Windsor in his ‘Yonti-
ficals, preceded by the cross, and attended by a
great number of monks, in the habit of their re-
spective orders. He next published a declaration
for liberty of couscience, by which all resiraints
upon popery were taken away. The chureh of
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England took the alarm. The peculiar animosity
ofthe people against the catholic religion proceeded
not less from religious than temporal motives.
It is the spirit of that religion to-favour arbitrary
power, and its reproach to encourage persecution.
The English had too often smarted under both,
1o be willing again to submit to either. Seven
bishops, who had received the king’s express
orders to cause this declaration of liberty of con-
science to he read in their churches, refused to
comply. They drew up a modest petition, to
excuse their refusal, which only served to increase
ll?c King’sresentment and rage. They . 5, oo
were cited beforc the council, and

still adhered to their former resolution with that
firmness which is the characteristic of virtue. The
attorney-general was ordered o prosccute them
for publishing sedition, and abridging the king’s
-prerogative. They were committed prisoners to
the Tower, conducted thither amid the prayers
and condolence ofan incredible multitude of the
populace, who regarded them as sufferers for
truth. The day appointed for their trial arrived.
The cause was looked upon as the crisis of
English freedom. The council managed the de-
bate on both sides with learning and candour:
the jury withdrew into a chamber, where they
passed the whole night, but next morning re-
tarned into court, and declared the bishops not
guilty. The joy of the people, on this occasion,
was inespressible: the whole city, and the coun-
try around, seemed at once. io catch the shouts
of exullation; they even reached the camp, where
the king was then sitting at dinner, who heard
them with indignation and amazement.

If the hishops testified the readiness of martyrs
in support of iheir religion, James showed no less
obstinacy in his attempts toward the establishment

AD



10 HISTORY OF EXGLAND,

of his own. Finding the clergy adverse to his
designs, he next tried what he could do with the
army. He thought, if one regiment would pro-
mise implicit obedience, their example would soon
induce others to the same compliance. He or-
dered one of the regiments to be drawn up in his
presence, and desired that such as were against
his late declaration of liberty should lay down
their arms. He was surprised to see the whole
battalion ground their arms, except two officers
and a few Roman catholic soldiers.

Qpposition culy served toincrease the infatuated
monarch’s zeal; he was continually stimulated by
his queen and his priests to proceed rashly onward.
But he was particularly urged on by the jesuit
Peters, bis confessor, an ambitious and intriguing
priest, whom some historians have even accused
of being the creature of the prince of Orange,
the king’s son in-law, who had leng siuce con-
ceived hopes of seizing the crown. James now,
therefore, issued orders for prosecuting all those
clergymen who had forborne to read his declara-
tion. He placed one Gifford, a doctor of the
Sorbonue, at the head of Magdalen college, and
likewise nominated him 1o the see of Gxford, lately
become vacant. Every member of the church of
Eungland now saw their danger; and whigs and
tortes uniied their eflorts 1o oppose it.

William, prince of Orange, had married Mary
the daughter of king James. This prince bad
been early immersed in danger, calamities, and
-politics; the designs of I'rance, and the turbu-
lence of Holland, hadserved to suarpen his talents,
and given him a propensity for intrigue. This
great politician and soldier concealed, heneath a
phlegmatic appearance, a most violent and bound-
less ambition; ail his actions were levelied at
power, while his discourse never beirayed the
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wishes of his heart. Fis temper was cold and
severe, his genius active and piercing; he was
valiant without. osientation, and politic without
address; disdaining the pleasures, or the ele-
gancies of life, yet eager after the phantom of
PTeemineuCe. Hewasno STrangcr to 'df'le murmnrs
of the -English, and was resolved to turn them to
his interest: he therefore accepted the invitations
of the nobility and others, and still more willingly
embarked in the cause, as he found the malecon-
tents had concerted their measures with prudence
and secrecy.

A fleet was equipped sufficient to transport fif-
teen thousand troops; and it was at first given ouit
that this armanent was designed against France.
James, at length, began 10 see bis own errors and
the discontents of the people: he would now have
retracted bis measures in favour of popery, hutit
was too late; the {leet of the prince was already
sailed, and had landed thirteen thousand troops
at the village of Broxholme, in Torbay.

The expeciations of the prince of Orange
scemed, atfirst, to be frustrated; very few Eng-
lishmen offered him their services, though the
people were, in general, well affected to his de-
sign. Slight repulses were not sufficient to inti-
midate a general who had, from early youth,
encountered adversity : he continued ten dyays in
expectation of being joined by the malecontents
without success; but just when he began to deli-
berate about reimbarking his forces, he wasjoined
by several persons of consequence, and the coun-
try people came flocking to his standard. From
this day his numbers began to increase; the nobi-
Iity, which had composed the court and council
of king James, now left their old master to solicit
protection from the new.

Lewis X1V. Lad long foreseen this defleclion,
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and had formerly offered the king thirty thousand
men for his security. 'This was then refused by
James, by the advice of Sunderland, his favourite,
who was secretly in the interest of the prince of
Orange. James, however,nowrequestied assistance
from France, when it was too (}ate. He wrote
in vain to Leopold, emperor of Germany, who
only returned for answer, thatwhathe had foreseen
had happened. He had some dependence on his
fleet, but they were entirely disaffected. In a
word, his interests were deseried Dy all; for he
had long deserted them himself. He was at the
head of an army of twenty thousand men, and it
is possible, that, had he led them 1o tlie combat
without grantirig them time {or deliberation, they
might have fought in his favour: but he was in-
volved in a maze of fears and suspicions; the
defection of those he most confided in took away
his power of deliberation, and his perplexity was
increased, when told that the prince of Denmark
and Anne, his favourite daughter, had gone over
tothe princeof Crange. In thisexigence he could
not repress his tears, and in the agony of his heart
was heard to exclaim, God help me, my own
children have forsaken me!

He now hung over the precipice of destruction;
invaded by one son-in-law, abandoned by aro-
ther, hated by his subjects, and detested by those
who had suffered beneath his cruelty. He assem-
bled the few noblemen who still adhered to his
interesis, and demanded their advice and assist-
ance. Addressing himself to the earl of Bedford,
father to lord Russel, who was beheaded hy
Jumess intrigues in the preceding reign, My lord,
said he, you are an honest man, have great credit,
and can do me signal service.—dk, Sir, replied
the earl, I am oid and feeble, I can do you but
Zittle service ; but [ once had a son that coudd have
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assisted you, but he is no more. James was so
struck with this veply, that he could not speak
for some minutes.

The king was naturally timid; and some coun-
sellors about him, either sharing his fears, or
bribed by the prince, contributed to increase his
apprehensions. They reminded him of the fate
of Charles 1. and aggravated the turbulence of
the people. He was, at length, persuaded to
think of flying from a nation he could no longer
govern, and of taking refuge at the court of
France, where he was sure of finding assistance
and protection. Thus instructed, he first sent
away his queen, who arrived safely at Calais; and
soon after, disguising himself in a plain dress,
he went down to Feversham, and embarked on
board a small vessel for France. But his misfor-
tunes still continued to follow him; the vessel
was delained by the common people, who, not
knowing their sovereign, robbed, insulted, and
abused him. He wasnow persuaded by the earl
of Winchelsea to return to London, where he
was once more received amid the acclamations
of the people.

The return of James was by no means agreeable
to William, though be well knew how to dis-
semble. It was his interest and his design to in-
crease the forsaken monarch’s apprehensions, so
as to induce him to fly. He therefore received
the news of his return with a haughty air, and
ordered him to leave Whiteball, and to retire to
Richmond. The king remonstrated against Rich-
mond, and desired that Rochester might be ap-
pointed as the place of his abode. The prince
perceived his intention was to leave the kingdom;
nor did the one wish for {light more ardently
than the other desired him away. The king soon
concarred with_his designs: after staying but a
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short time at Rochester, he fled to the seaside,
attended by his natural son the duke of Berwic.k 5
where he embarked for France, and arrived in
safety, 1o enjoy, for the rest of life, the empty
titie of a king, and the appellation of a samt, a
title which stll lattered him more. There he
continued to reside among a people who pit}ed,
ridiculed, and despised bim. He ‘enrolled bim-~-
self in the order of Jesuits; and the court of
Rome, for whom he had Jost all, repaid him only
with indulgences and pasquinades.

From ihis moment the constitution of England,
that had fluctuated for so many ages, was fixed.
The nation, represented by its parliament, deter-
mined the long contested limits between the king
and the people: they prescribed to the prince of
Orange the terms by which he was o rale; they
ciiose him for king, jointly with Mary, who was
the nestprotestant heir to the crown. They were
crowned by the titles of William III. and Mary,
king and queen of England. The prince saw his
ambition at length gratified; and his wisdom was
repaid with that crown which the folly of his pre-
decessor bad given away.

LETTER XLVIIL

Troven William was clhiosen king of England,
his power was limited on every side; and the op-
pesition he met with from his parliaments still
lessened his anthority.  His sway in Holland,
where Le was but the stadtholder, was far more
arbitrary; so ihat Le might, with greater pro-
priety, have been called the king of the United
Provinces, and the stadiholder of England. He
was 1ot swiiciently aerquainted with the difficalty
of goveraiug the nation by which he was elected :
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Le espected in them a pzople ready to second the
views of his ambition 1n humbling France; bat
Le found them more apt to fear for the invasion
of their domestic liberties from himself.

His reign commenced, however, with the sime
altempt which had been the principal cause of all
the disturbances in the preceding reign, and had
exclnded the monarch from the throne. William
was a calvinist, and naturally averse to persecu-
tion, He therefore began by attempting to repeal
those laws that enjoined uniformity of worship;
and though be could not entirely succeed in his
design, yel a toleration was granied to such dis-
senters as should take the oaths of allegiance, and
hiold no private conventicles. ihe papists also en-
joyed the lenity of his government; and though
the laws against them continved lo subsist, yet
they were seldom put into rigorous execution.
‘What was criminal in James was virtuous in his
successor: James only wanted Lo introduce perse-
cution, by pretending to disown it; William was
averse lo persecution from principle, and none
suiered for religious opinions daring his reign.

But.though William was acknowledgedin Eng-
land, Scotland was still undetermined. The par-
Hament of that country, however, soon recognised
his authority, and took thatopportunity toabolish
episcopacy, which had been long disagreeable to
the nation. Nothing now remained to the de-
posed monarch, of all his former dominions, but
Ireland. Hiscause wasespoused hyallthecatholics
of that country, who were much more numerous
there than those of the protestant persuasioa. The
king of France, either touched with compassion
for his sufferings, or willing to weuken a vival
kingdom by promoting its nternal iissewcious,
granied James a flcet and sone roops. 10 nssert
his claims there.  On the seveuth day of May this




