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A

GENERAL, HISTORICAL, AND TOPOGRAPHIC AL

DESCRIPTION

OF

"CAUCASUS.

GEORGIA.
The Provinces.qif Kaget and Kisik.

MF hiftory be worthy ‘of credit, the whole
tra&t of country, ftretching from the left
bank of the Kurr to the Cafpian, was for-
merly ftyled Albania. But the name would
fcarcely be remembered at prefent, if the
Zaar Herakleus did not take it as one of his
titles. I fhall only mention thofe provinces
which are under his foverelgnty, and reck-
oned with Georgia.

At the conflux of the rivers Arakm and
Kurr, ‘where the ancient boundary between
Albania and Armenia was fixed, ranges of
mountains, of unequal elevation, are feen
- Yor. 11 B ‘ rifing
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rifing towards the 8. E. They are feparated
by fertile valleys, and gradually fink into an
immeafurable plain, where the Kurr winds
its courfe in a {outh-eaftern direcion.

Hallawar, a {mall city, and the fortrefs of
Medegh, ftand in this plain, on the left bank
of the Kurr; and are conneéted with Teflis
by means of a bridge over the river. Hence
they are confidered as its suburbs. They
lay watfte for thirty years, and it is only fince
the year 1780, that the Zaar Herakleus be-
gan to rebuild them; and the population
increafes confiderably.

The plain along the left bank of the Kurr,
northward as far as-the river Mindoris-
tikali, (Waters of the Defert,) is called
Lillo, and otily nfed. for grazing of_cattle.
To the eaftwaid it receives different names,
which are borrowed from, the fireams,
marthes, or the villages. To the N. E. fome
Aflyrian, or, Kurdic, families have fettled,
and they call it Kurdis-Mindori, Jefidis, or
Afuris-Mindori; further E. it is ftyled Lof-
chini, after fome Offic families whe inhabit
it; and due S. twenty hours’ journey from
Medegh, it is denominated Niphtlik, on ac-
count of a fprmg of pdroleum, from which

. : - a {mall
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a finall neighbouring village»'al'fb takes its
name.

From Niphtlik as far as the river Ixabre;
or Yori, and to its junc&tion with the Alafan, '
it is-called Karajoes, (Black Eye,) on ac-
count of its fine pafture. And as the fnow
feldom lies more than three hours, it is fre-
quented by a large Tatarian horde, who
- keep their flocks there in winter. - They are
called Terrekemme, which only means No-
made, but the real name of the tribe is
Serawan.

They ftate, that they were formerly more
nutnerous, and dwelt on the otheér fide of
the Araxes near Uramia; whence; fome
centuries after, they retired hither. From
which, T thould prefume that they are de-
{cendants of the nation, whom Strabo men-
tions as living on the fame {pot, near thé
Maffagetes, (perhaps Mafis-Getz,) and calls
Saraparer. For, the meaning, according to
Strabo, of Sar-oder and' Saraparer, (Be:
header,) is 8cythian, or Tatarian; and the
Serawan, which in Perfian implies-the fame,
underftand that bufinefs admirably.

At the end of the plin N. E. of Teflis,
only forty verfts diftant, ‘begins the provinee
of Kaget, near one of the front ranges of

B2 Caucafus, .
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Caucafus, and is bounded to the S. by ano-
ther, called Kifik. Both formerly compefed
part of Albania; afterwards fell under the
Armenian dominion; and were, at laft, gi-
ven in fief to the noble Jewifh family of
Bagarat, from which the reigning Zaars of
Georgia and lberia pretend to be defcend-
ants. The royal family, therefore, ftyle
themfelves Bagration; and have, every
thing confidered, much of the Few about
them.

None of the old geographers knew Kaget
or Kifik by thefe names. Mofes Choronen-
fis {peaks of Saget and Schaket, by which
he probably underftood Kifik, unlefs fome
error in writing or printing has crept in.
The Georgian Chronicle does not mention
them under their modern names ; for it calls
the inhabitants of the lower mountainous
region, Ku-gett, (mountaineers,) and thofe
who live nearer the main ridge, Mu-getz,
(dwellers on the rocks.) From the former,
the prefent name of the province might very
well be derived; but when the other began
to be called Kifik is unknown.

. Every where we fee empty Vﬂlagcs, and
fortifications and ‘cities in ‘ruins; vifiblé
proofs of a. former extraordmary population.

. ~ And
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And yet thefe provinces do not want men,
Could they be brought from their fcattered
and infulated caves into a larger community;
they would more efficacioufly withftand the
Lefghaes,andfoon multiply,owing te greater
fecurity. But want of order is the caufe;
and we muit lament, at the fight of fuch a
defert, that the government has not courage;
inclination, and penetration, to unite the
common good with their own intereft, and
to Tupprefs the numerous body of monks and
priefts, which the fubjection of the prince
and people tends to eftablifh. |
. 'The road from Teflis to Kaget runs N. E:
through Martcopi, an open, Well inhabited;
and opulent town, twenty verfts from Hal-
lawar. The archbithop is always called
Roftweli. Nineteen verfts more eaftward;
runs the rapid river Yori, or Kabre, (Caffius
Plini7,) on whofe left bank ftands the vil-
lage of Jafchme. Seven verfts north lies the
village of Batara-Zeul; and ten verfts E:
ftands Njno-Zminda, (the holy Nino,) a vil-
lage witha convent, and a {fmall ftone church;
containing the body of the Saint, and a mo-
nument of fome of the Georgian Zaars, The
archbifhop of this. convent is always ftyled
Nino-Zmindeli. A few verfts further N. E.
‘ B3 by
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by E. clay huts are fcattered on the banks of
almoft every fiream. Further N. is the vil,
lage of Sageredfcho, abounding with corn,
wine, and fruits; it contains but few ftone
houfes, the reft are mere huts.

Kudala, Melani, and Magara, are at pre-
{ent poor villages, though formerly beautiful
cities. Fine wheat is grown there, and g
great deal of wine is made.
 ‘Wafchiri, a populous village, is five and
thirty verfts from Nino-Zminda, and ftands
at the parting of the road. The left leads
to inner Kaket over the woody mountain of
Kumbet, and continues eaftward as far as
the Alafan, a diftance of forty verfts. On
its banks ftands Zikani, the laft Georgian
village, in fight of the Lefghges of Pelekan.,
Around its fprings, to the northward, live
fome Duflchic families, who are reckoned as
Georgian fubjects belonging to Kaket, and
are called Schllde, Sapul Korell, Gawar, and
Makram,

To the N. W. on the right bank of the
Alafan, lies Quareli, a large village, at pre,
fentalmoft deferted: yet it has a fone church;.
a convent; monks; and an archbifhop, whq
always ftyles himfelf Nekrefti.

Old
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0ld and new Kremm, N. W, of Quareli,

are well fituated, ftrong, but nearly half-
deferted towns, furrounded with indeftruc-
tible walls, and containing a few huts, which
belong to the convent; the ar chbrfhop of it
takes the title of Kremmlelu.
- Allahwirdi, more S. W. of Kremm, isa
fraitful and well inhabited diftri&t; and
abounds with churches, archbithops, bithops,
and monks. Its wines are preferred to all
others in' Kaket., The only remarkable
place is Tellaw, (city of limes,) a fortrefs
impregnable to an enemy without artillery.
It is in three divifions, each feparated by a
folid, high wall, and furrounded with a ditch,
thirty feet deep and one hundred and eigh-
teen broad. = The middle and largeft fortrefs
belongs to Prince Herakleus, and is called
Padonis-Zighe, (caftle of the lords.) The
fecond, to the eaftward, belongs to the fa-
mily of Kurtfchi Bej; and the third to the
fucceflors of Wagofcho Swuili,

From this laft family defcends a Georgian
monk, of the name of Cajus, who, after
twelve years inftru&ion in Ruffia, returned
to Geargia in 1780, and eftablithed a femi-
pary in Tellaw. Hisunwearied zeal awak-
ened the abilities of his countrymen, and

B4 produced
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produced an infatiable defire for information.
But, juft as the inftitution promifed the
greateft {uccefs, that diligent and active Ar-
chimandrite was, in 1783, recalled to Ruffia
with the moft flattering views. The femi-
nary, to the great injury of Georgia, was
given up, and the youths lJamented their re-
turn to their former barbarifm. He re-
mained two years in St. Peterfburg, without
learning why he was recalled. In 1786, he
was obliged to follow Prince Potemkin to
Krement-fchug ; fill he learnt nothing of
his future deftination, and remained till 1788,
forgotten and almoft in mifery. In 1789,
he accompanied the archbithop of Jekatri-
noflav to Jafli. In 1792, he was again
called to St, Peterfburg, and prefented to the
archbithop of Newiky. A monthly ftipend
of 100 roubles was fettled on him, which
the honeft monk now expends in inadtivity,
and pining after his native land.

Kaket, north-weft of Tellaw, is the moft
populated, and beft fecured againft the in-
roads of the Lefghaes. The whole of this an-
terior range is finely wooded. Single houfes
are {cattered along the banks of every fiream,
and extend weftward by the river Alazohni
through forefts of fruit trees, o
- Abmed
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. "Ahmed is a very remarkable fpot; it pro-
duces good wine; the meadows are delight-
ful, and the inhabitants very opulent.

. The village of Wafchiri, above mentioned,
ftands at the parting of the roads; the left
leads to inner Kaket, and the right along the
mountain of Ziw. It is of confiderable
lieight, flat on the {fummit, and covered with
wood and fine grafs.” Sheep are fed there
moftly during the fummer.

- I think my conje&ures are not ill- founded
when I ftate, that Kifik is part of Sacafena,
unknown even in Strabo’s time. In the
ancient Georgian language, this province is
ftyled Kambitfchan and Kambat{chowa,
Mofes of Chorene calls it Kambidfa; and
the modern Armenians, Komichein. Strabo
has juftly denoted it Cambyfena. It is moun-
tainous and devoid ef water ; but important
with regard to the original divifion of the
countries, as the boundary between Albania,
Iberia, and Armenia. But its mountainous
nature does not affet the fertility in the
leaft, there being fufficient, and, in many
places, fuperabundant, quantities of loam
. which may be employed to great advantage
in the fields, gardens, and vineyards, and
Fequire no Watcring:_ Yet only the hills in

the
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the interior are inhabited, becaufe the neigh-
bouring Lefghaes, by their ravages, prevent
all cultivation and population in the plain.
They muft penetrate fecretly into inner Ki-
fik ; the ingrefs to large bands of them being
impofiible, as there are but three ways, which
are naturally firong, and might be effeé’cually
defended.

The firft i is by Zminda Stepamda, (holy
Stephana,) a village quite in ruins, except a
handfome ftone church. 'Thence a barren
plain, five and twenty verfts in width, ex-
tends as far as the Alafan, ‘This plain can
only betilled inthe nelghbourhood of the vil-
lage, as a ftrong guard would be requifite, at
feed-time and harvefi, to prote the hutband-
men againft the incurfions of the Lefghaes.

The fecond road leads, N. E. of Kumbet,
through a long and hilly valley, highly cul-
tivated and well peopled, It was formerly
prote@ed by Fort Tfchoet, which the Turks
have deftroyed, and afterwards rebuilt under
thenameof Top- -Karagatfch. At prefent there
being no Turks, it lies defolate. The view
from it is delightful ; we obferve with plea-
fure the fcattered habitations of the Lef-
ghaes, and forget our hatred towards them,
as long as the eye is feafied with the ma-

jeftic
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Jéﬁzxc courfe of the Alafan. Very excellent
cotton 1s,g:rown in Kumbet, and the charm-~
ing woods and gardens in the V1c1n1ty are
well known.

The third road is by Tiandghe, that opens
to the fouth of the plain, and lies between
the Yori and the Alafan. Here Kifili, a
firong place, merits attention, which has the
beft land for tillage, vineyards, and gardens;
and, on account of the particularly fine mea-
dows, the breed of fheep and horfes is very
confiderable. To the N. W. lies Anafgis-
Kari, a rugged, fteep glen, through which
one may pafs, but with great difficulty, from
Karajoes to Kifik.

In the interior of the province ftands Pa-
donis-Ghew, a village furrounded with a
thick wall, containing few inhabitants. The
figs there have a peculiarly pleafant flavour.
Segnak is alfo remarkable; for, as about
twenty years ago, the Lefghaes made very
extraordinary irruptions in Kaket and Kifik,
the Zaar Herakleus had fome of the moun-
tains and valleys fortified, where the people
might retreat and be more fecure; it was,
therefore, called Segnak, (place of refuge.)
But it was labour in vain ; for: the fortified -
pamts remain depopulated, though belonging |

to °
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to the Zaar. The Lefghaes have concludéd
a particular treaty with the inhabitants, by
which the former are not allowed to fell a
man after being ftolen from Kifik or Kaket,
if he is able to ranfom himfelf with two
tumanns ; and though the prifoner fhould
be of ever fo high birth, yet that fum is
never exceeded. But, if a Lefghae is taken,
he muft redeem him{felf with-three Georgian
flaves; and if he be unable, his life is facri-
ficed to his inadvertence, or he muft feek
fome other means of liberating himfelf, with-
out becoming burthenfome to his family er
to the tribe.

Obscrvations ‘on the Quality of the Soil, Air, Pro-

* ductions, Population, Manner of Living, Occu~

- pations, and Superstition of the Inhabitants of
Georgia,

Kifik wants water; and the few {prings
there are being brackifh, can only be drank
by thofe who are accuftomed to them. Be-
fides, water is not always to be had, for the
villages are often fome verfts diftant from
the {prings; the natives: are, therefore,

. obliged
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obliged to alleviate their thirft with fruits or
wine. The fprings are conducted with great
care into brick or wooden cifterns, from
which the cattle are watered ; and the over-
thot water is referved for the mills. A mil-
ler places, in an inclined direction, -over a
wheel three feet broad, a pipe rather more
than an inch thick, and about ten feet long.
The water flowing from it is 1mmed1ately
caught for“the next, and ufed in the fame
manner. But, as very little corn can be
ground at a time, on account of the {mall-
nefs of the mill-ftones, the number of water-
mills f{upplies the deficiency. We may
reckon eighty in the valley, which is nearly
fifteen miles long; and three and forty in
Anafgis-Kari. After fupplying the mills,
and the inhabitants and their cattle, the
water is {o much diminifhed, that at the end
of the valley only the traces of a fiream can
be perceived.

~ The air in Kifik is purer than in Kaket.
The inhabitants appear healthy and ruddy-
cheeked ; and the brackith water increafes
their appetites. The two provinces contain
about 18,000 Georgian-Chriftian families; i
the Mahommedans: are few; and Jews are |
not tolerated, though they are very numers

ous



