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To the R1cHT HONOURABLE

Sir RoBERT WALPOLE,

Kn1cuT of the moft noble order of the Garter,
chancellor and under-treafurer of the exche-
quer, firft commiffioner of the treafury, and
one of his Majefty’s moft honourable privy-

council, &c.

S foon as the demand of the

.. public made it neceffary to col-
le& the following papers together, and,
to prepare a fecond edition of them,
Itook the refolutionof addreflingthem
to you. The ftyle of my dedication
will be very different from that, which
is commonly employ’d to perfons in
your ftation. But if you find nothing
agreeable in the ftyle, you may find

perhaps fomething ufeful, fomething
‘ 3 that

¢



iv DEDICATION.

thatwill deferve your {eriousrefle&tion, -
in the matter of it. I fhall compare
you neither to BurLE1GH, nor GopoL-
pHIN. Let me not Drofane the tombs
of the dead to raife altars to the living.
I fhall make you no compliments
on the wifdom of your adminiftration,
nor on the wonders you have per-
form’d, to the honour and advantage
of this kingdom, in the courfe of four-
teen, or fifteen years, either at home,
or abroad. I fhall leave thefe copious
themes to others, and fhall confine
myfelf to reafons of another kind,
that induced me to this dedication.
If thefe reafons prove fufficient to
convince the public of the extreme
propriety of it, I have all that I pro-
pole to myfelf. Give me leave to pre-
fent to you, in one fhort view, the
general defign of thefe little e‘Tays
Trey are defigr’d then to expofe
the artifice, and to point out the fe-
ries of misfortunes, by which we were
divided formerly into parties, whole
contef’cs brought eventhe fundamental
. principles



DEDICATION. §

principles of our conftitution into
queftion, and whofe excefles brought
liberty to the very brink of ruin.

Taey are defign’d to give true ideas
of this conftitution, and to revive in
the minds of men the true {pirit of it.

Taey are defign’d to affert and vin-
dicate the juftice and honour of the re-
volution ; of the principles eftabl{h’d,
“of the means Employ d, and of the
ends obtain’d by it

THEY are deﬁgn’d to explode our
former diftinétions, and to unite men
of all denominations in the fupport of
thefe principles, in thedefence of thefe
means,and in the purfuitof thefe ends.

 Trex are defign’d to {hew how far
fchefe ends were an{wered at the revo-
lution, or have been anfwered fince;
and by confequence how much, or
how little is wanting, to render that
glorious work complete, according to
the ‘original plan, and agreeab]y to
the engagements taken, at that time,
with the nation. |
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vi DEDICATION.

Ler me now appeal to you, Sir.
Are thefe defigns, which any man,
who is born a Briton, in any circum-
ftances, in any fituation, ought to be
athamed, or afraid to avow? You
cannot think it. You will not fay it,
~ That never can be the cafe, untll we
ceafe to think, like freemen as well
as to be free. Are thefe defigns in
favour of the pretender?- I appeal to
the whole world; and I feorn, with
a juft indignation, to give any other
anfwer to {o thamelefs; and fo {fenfe-
lefs an objection. Noj; théy are de-
figns in- favour of the cOnﬁltutmn 3
deﬁgns to fecure, to fortify, to per-
petuate that excellent {yftem of go-
vernment. I court no gther caufe;
I claim no other merit.
~ % Stet fortuna "domﬁs,' et avi nu-
‘ ¢ merentur avorum. s

LET the ﬂlufh;ous and royal houfe,
- that hath been call’d to the govern-

ment of thefe kingdoms, govern them
il



DEDICATION. vii

till time fhall be no more. But let
the {pirit, as well as the letter of the
conftitution, they are intrufted to
preferve, be, as it ought to be, and
as we promife ourfelves it will be the
{ole rule of their government, and the
fole fupport of their poewer; and
whatever happens in the: courfe of
human contingencies, whatever be
the fate of particular perfons, of
houfes, or families, let the liberties
of Great Britain be immortal.

Tuey will be fo, if that conftitu-
tion, whofe genuine effe@s they be,
be maintain’d in purity and vigour.
A perpetual attention to this great
point is therefore the intereft and duty
of every man in Britain ; and there is
{carce any man who may not contri-
bute to the advancement of it, in fome
degree. The old may inform the
young, ‘and the young may animate
the old. Even they who are moft
retired from the {cene of bufinefs,
may be ufeful, in this caufe, to thofe,
Wb;o arg.in it; to thofe, who are

‘ a, 3 “heated
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viii DEDICATIQON,

heated by the aéion, diftracted by
the cares, or diflipated by the plea-~
fures of the world. I fay, they may
be ufeful; and I'add, that they ought
to be o to the utmoft, that their
fituation allows. Government is the
bufinefs of thofe, who are appointed
to controul them. But the Britith
conftitution is the bufinefs of every
Briton. It is {fo more particularly,
indeed, of perfons raifed, like you, to
the higheft pofts in the government,
You lie under particular obligations
of this kind, befides the general en-
gagements of intereft and duty, that
are common toall; and a negle& in
others would be a breach of truft in
you. We fay that our kings can do
no wrong.  The maxim is wifely
eftablifh’d, and ought to be follow’d,
no doubt, as far as the condu@® of
princes renders the obfervance of it
practicable, But from the eftablith-
ment of this maxim refults the necefs
fity of another, without which the
exercife of the executive power would

| B o remain

‘ "



DEDICATION. ix

remain under no controul. Though
our kingscando nowrong, and thou gh
‘they cannot be called to account by
any form our conftitution prefcribes,
their ‘minifters may, They are an-
{werable for the adminiftration of the
governmeat ; each for his particular
part, and the prime, or fole mlmﬁer,
when there happens to be one, for
the whole. He is fo-the more, and the
more juftly, if he hath affeGted to
render himfelf {o, by ufurpmg on his
fellows ; by wriggling, intriguing,
Whifpering, and bargaining himfelf
into this dangerous poft, to which he
was not call’d by the general fuffrage,
nor perhaps by the deliberate choice
of his mafter himfelf. It follows then
that minifters are anfwerable for every
thing done to the prejudice of the con-
ftitution,in the fame proportion as the
prefervation of the conflitution in its
purity and" Vlgour or the perverting
and weakenmg it, are of greater con-
fequence_ to the nation thap any other
inflances of good, or bad government.

| | a4 BELIEVE



b DEDICATION.

‘BeLieve me, Sir, a reverence for
the conftitution, and a confcientious
regard to the prefervation of it, are in
the political, like charity in the reli-
gious {yftem, a cloke to hide a multi-
tude of {ins; and as the performance
of all other religious duti¢s will not
avail in the fight of God, without
charity, {o neither will the difcharge
of all other minifterial duties avail in
the fight of men, without a faithful
dlfchar e of this prmc1pal duty
Should a minifler govern, in various
inftances of domeftic and foreign ma-
nagement; ignorantly, weakly, or even
wickedly ; and yet pay this reverence,
and bear this regard to the conftitu-
tion, he would deferve certainly mueh
better quarter, and would meet with it
too fromevery manof fenfe and honour,
than a minifter, who thould condu&
the adminiftration with great ability
and fuccefs, and fhould at the fame
time procure'and abet, oreven connive
at fuch indire& onlatrons of the rules
of the conf’ututlon as‘tepd to the de-

: ﬁruéhon



DEDICATION. xi
" ftru&ion of it; or even at fuch evafions
as tend to render-it ufelefs. A mini-
fter, who had the ill qualities of both
thefe, and the good ones of neither ;
who made his adminiftration hatefulin
fome refpeds,and defpicablein others;
who-fought that fecurity by ruining
the conftitution which he had for- -
feited by dlfhonourmg the govern-
ment ; who encouraging the pl‘Oﬂl—_v
gate, and feduced the unwary, to con-
cur with him in this defign, by affe&-
ing to explode all public {pirit, and to
- ridicule every form of our conftitu-
tion ; fuch a minifter would be look’d
upon moft juftly as the fhame and
- {fcourge of this' country; {fooner or
later he would fall without pity ; and
it is hard to fay what punifhment
would be proportionable to hiscrimes.
To conclude this head  ‘therefore;
fince the obligation of intereft and
duty on ‘every man,- efpecially on
every minifter, and more efpecially
ftill on a prime, -or fole mlmf’cer, |
to reverence the ‘conftitution, to
- : conform
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conform his condué to it, and neither
to invade, nor fuffer it to be invaded
by others, are {fo undeniable, and {o
ftrong; and fince the means, which the
minifter’s power gives him to preferve
it in purity and vigour, or to corrupt
and weaken it, are fo many ; nothing

could be more proper than a dedica -
tion to one, in your exalted ftation of
papers, that are written to explain this
mntereft, and to enforce this duty, and
to prefsthem on the underﬁandmg and
confcience of every man in Britain; but

of him moft, who is moft concern’d.
AFTER the .general reafons, - that
have been given, and fuggefted, for ad-
refling this dedication to you, give
me. Ieavc to defcend into fome, that
are a little more parucular, and that re-
gard the man, as well as the minifter.
Ir the principles of the revolutlon,
and the means employ’d in it, have -
not been vindicated by me, with as
great force of reafon and elaqucnc;e, as
they were by you, in a famous oration
you made at SacHEVEREL'S tna,l they
have
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have been vindicated however to the
beft of my power. The caufe is the
{fame, thoughthe performances are not
equal ; and fince the caufe is the fame,
the caufe will recommend my writings
to your good opinion, how little fo-
ever you may like the advocate. But
I have fomething more to add in my
own favour. You had a fermon to
condemn, and a parfon to roaft ; (for
- that, I think, was the decent language
of the time) and, to carry on the al-
legory, you roafted him at fo fierce a
fire that you burnt yourfelves. Your
arguments. being confined to the pro-
pofitions thispreacher hath advanced,

you may {eem rather ta have juftify’ d
- refiftance, or the means employed to
" bring about the revolution, than the
remlﬁtion ;5 for though the princi-
- ples of the revolution were, and muft
for ever remain true, and though the
means were juft, and will for ever be

o, in cafes of the like nature; yettrue .

. principles, and juft means, require to
- be farther fangify’d by their ends.
The
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The man, who fthould affe&t the
gréateft zeal for the principles then
eftablith’d, and the means then ufed,
would deferve, I think, to be rank’ d
among the falfe brethren,' and would
prove himfelf a treacherous, and a
mercenary friend to the revolution if
he fhew’d any indifference about the
ends obtain’d, or endeavour’d in any
manner to defeat thofe, that Weré in-
tended to be obtain’d . by The
people, who run fo great a r1fque, and
- bring about {o great an event, in order
to reftore their conftitution, and to
fecure their liberties againft dangers
of every kind, and efpeclally againft
thofe, which recent experience hath
taught them to apprehend, havefurely
a good right to the whole benefit of
fuch a revolution ; and they cannot
be deprived of any part of this be-
‘nefit, or left expofed to any {hadow
of the fame dangers, by any rule of |
. juftice, or good policy.

Sucy confiderations as thefe made

me thmk that to. aﬂert and vindicate
2 fully
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fully the honour and juftice of the re-

volution, it was neceflary that the
ends of the revolution fhould be in~
fifted upon in my arguments, whether
‘they were.fo or not in yours’; and that
the importance of the {ubje&,. as well
as the difference of the occafions, {for
the whole lay open before me) would
be fufficient reafon for {upplying in
‘the copy what was wanting in the _
original. I have endeavour’d there~ '
fore to thew how much our conftitu-
tion hath been improved, how farour
liberties have been better {fecured by
_the revolution,and how little is want-
~ ing to compleat that glorious defign,
and to render the Britith conftitution
~ the moft perfe& fyftem of a free go-
- vernment, that ever was eftablifh’d in
the world. = If all the ends of there-
volution are already obtain’d, it is not
only impertinent to argue for obtain-
ing any of them, but tactious defigns
might be imputed, and the name of .
~ incendiary be apply’d with fome co-
-our, perhaps, to any one, who thould

perfift



