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TO THE

Right Reverend Father in God

EDMUND,
Lord Bithop of London.

My Lord,

'HE Dedication of this Abridgment
T does not only of Right belong to your
Lordfthip, as a Truftee of the LeQures, but
alfo as an eminent Defender of the fame Canfe,
which the honourable Founder defigned to
promote by his pious Benefattion. And I
hope I have in {uch a Manner executed what
1 prefent to your Lordfhip, as may anfwer
the general Ufe for which it was defigned.
~ The Originals are confeffedly a noble Trea~
fure of {piritual Knowledge, from whence ftu-
dious Perfons, who are defirous of Truth, may
be furnifhed with proper Means of informati«
on: But as they are too voluminous for many
to read, and at too great a Price for many to
purchafe, and withal very difficult to be come
at; I thought it an ufeful Piece of Service to
reduce them to fuch a Size, and to fo fmall a
Price as might encourage Men to acquaint
themfelves with the Subftance of thofe excel-

lent



DEDICATION.

lent Difcourfes of natural and revealed Religion,
whereby they may be better enabled #o give 4
Reafin of thé Faith that is in them, and be
provided with proper Weapons for the Deferice
of it.

Thele were the Reafons, my Lord, of the
Publication of this Abridgment : And I be-
lieve there never was a Time when there was
more Occafion to fake Heed leff there fhould
be in any an evil Heart of Unbelief's Inﬁdelify
being now become a Mark of Politenefs, and’
looked upon as the Refult of a fuperior Under=
ftanding, which, by amonftrous kind of Affec-
tation, has fpread itfelf through the ‘whole
Kingdom. :

And if this Performance thall in any Mea-
{ure contribute to put a Stop to this Torrent of
Impiety, Ifhall think my felf very happy, that
I have been any way inftrumental in promot-
ing the Caufe of God, and adding to that
Pleafure, which your Lordthip always fecls at
every the leaft Advancement of Chriftianity.

I am, my Lord,
Your Lordfbip’s moft
Obedient and
Dutiful Servant,

GILBERT BURNET.



Dr. BENTLETs
CONFEFUTATION

OF

ATHEISM

‘A BRIDGD.

Vor, I. B



T HE

Forry of AruEIswm,
FROM THE

PLEASURES

OF A

RELIGIOUS LIFE.

PROP L

ELIGIO N tells us we are the Work-
manthip of a fuperlatively wife, power-
ful, and good Being ; that we are pla-
ced here to view and appla:d thefe glo-

tious Scenes of Eleaven and Earth ; and that God
has created a fufficient Store of all Things, either
neceflary or convenient for us ; and particularly
to fuch as obey him, has promifed a Supply of all
our Wants, and a Protection from all Dangers:

That he has fent his Son into the World to bring

Life and Immortality to Light, and to render to

Mankind, if they would obey his Commandments,

tbe Promife of eternal Salvation.

Atheifm on the contrary would perfuade us,
that this is all a Dream 3 that there is no fuch ex-
cellent Being as fuppofed, that created and pre-
ferves us; that all about us is dark fenfelefs Mat-
ter, driven on by the wild impulfes of Fatality ;5
that Men rofe out of the Slime of the Earth, and
that what is called the Soxl;g perifhes by Dc:at?i 1
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4 ACONFUTATION

And what Stupidity is this, to let go the Hopes
of everlafting Life with Willingnefs, and enter-
tain the Thoughts of Perdition with Exultation #

This inconfiderate Behaviour of the Atheifts is
fo extreamly abfurd, that it'would be deemed in-
credible, if it did not occur to our daily Obfer-
vation. It proclaims aloud, that they are not led
_aftray by their Reafoning, but led captive by their
Lutts to the Denial of a God.

Did Religion beftow Heaven to both good and
bad Men, there would be no Infidels among us:
But it is the Way of attaining it, that makes pro-
phane Men let go the Expectation of it. They
will not practife its Rules, and therefore they can-, -
not believe its Promifes. 4

But, however, let us fuppofe that they have
alted like reafonable Men, and upon diligent in-
quiry have found they were undera neceflity of re-
Jeéing Religion, upon account of their being
obliged to give their affent to fuch Things as are
repugnant tocommon fenfe. And here I confefs,
that did the Offers of eternal Happinefs depend
upon our giving a full affent to fuch Things, the
Kingdom of Heaven would become the Inheritance
of Idiots and Fools. And if the Atheift can thew
‘me any fuch Abfurdities in the Chriftian Religion,
I will either evince them to be Interpolations and
Corruptions of the Faith, or yield myfelf a Profe-
lyte to Infidelity,

But, perhaps, they may think it is for the Inte-
reft of Mankind, that there thould be no Heaven,
upon this Account, becaufe the Labour to acquire
it, is more worth than the Purchafe ; or in other
‘Words, that it is a greater Advantage to take
one’s {wing in Senfuality, than to be tied up by
Commands fo contrary to Fleth and Blood. Thig
indeed is the true Language and the Caufe of
Atheifm, '

But



of ATHETIS M. 1
But what an Inftance is here of the Folly of thefe
Men, who while they reject Heaven for the pre-
fent Pleafures of the Body, and their boafted Tran-
quillity of Mind, unwillingly deprive them{elves
of that very Pleafure and Tranquillity they feek
for. For I fhall now fhow, that Religion gives
us the greateft Delights, tho’ there thould prove in
the Event to be no Refurrection. _ .
But before 1 begin that, I muft anfwer this Ob-
jetion, wiz. that Religion perpetually difquiets
us with difmal Apprehenfions of Hell.
1. Therefore, I will freely acknowledge to the

Atheifts, that fome part of what has been faid, is

not direétly conclufive againft them, if they fay
they took up Atheifm as a Refuge againft'the
Terrors of Hell : But as I cannot expect they will
confefs this, I muft fay again, that it is great Stupi-
dity to prefer final Extinétion to a happy Immor-

tality : Nay, tho’ they fhould confefsit, I fheuld |

yet brand them with Folly, who chofe Atheif
rather than Repentance. '

2. As to the Fears of Damnation, thofe Ter-
rors are not to be charged upon Religion it felf;
for a good Chriftian is not at all difmay’d at the
Apprehenfions of it: Indeed it excites his Dili-
gence, and makes him work out his Salvation with
Fear. But he knows if he fears him who is able
to deftroy both Soul and Body in Hell, he need never
fear to go thither.

I allow that forne debauched Wretches and Hy-
pocrites are liable to thefe Terrors ; and muft
leave them to thofe excruciating Fears, that
fcourge even the moft daring Atheifts, when they
chance to be furprized with Solitude and Sicknefs.

And now as to the prefent Advantages which
we owe to Religion, they are very confpicuous ;
whether we confider Mankind, Firf, feparately,
or Secondly, under Society.
Bz © And

2
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6 A CONFUTATION

And 1ff in a fingle Capacity. How is a good
-+ Chriftian animated and cheared by a ftedfaft Be-
lief of the Promifes of the Gofpel.  Whata warm
and vigorous Influence does a religious Heart feel
from the firm Expe&ation and Rewards of a fu-
ture State ? This Hope is a kind of Anticipation
and Pledge of thofe Joys, and at leaft gives him
one Heaven upon Earth, tho’ the other fhould
prove to be a Delufion. _
Atheifm on the contrary promifes nothing but
.~ utter Extin¢tion and Ceflation of Being. How
then can the Actheift reflet on his own Hypothe-
fis, without extreme Sorrow and Dejeétion of Spi-
rit? Will he fay, that when once he is dead this
Defire will be nothing? But notwithftanding,
while he continues in Life, this melancholy Pro-
fpect of final Perdition will frequently occur to his
Mind, and imbitter the fweeteft Enjoyments of
Life. Is it not more comfortable to a Man to
think well of himfelf, to believe a noble Origina-
tion of his Race, rather than that Men at firft pro-
ceeded as Vermin are thought to do, by the In-
fluence of the Sun out of Dirt and Putrefaction ?
Is it not a firmmer Foundation for Contentment, to
believe that all Things were at firft created, and
are continually ordered for the beft, than that the
whole Univerfe is mere bungling and blundering,
and cobled and jumbled together by the unguided
Agiration and rude Shuffles of Marter ?

Can any Man with a better Support under Af-
flition, than the Friendfhip and Favour of an
omnipotent, infinitely wife and good Being, who
is both able, and willing, and knows how to re-
lieve him ?  But what a forlorn deftitute Creature
is the Atheift in Diftrefs ? he has no Friend in Ex-

tremity but Poifon, or a Dagger or a Halter, ora
Precipice to fly to.

And
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And then as to the Praétical Rules and Duties
of Religion : -
As the Miracles of our Saviour are peculiarly "

eminent above the lying Wonders of Dzmons,

in that they were not made out of Oftentation, but -

for the good of Mankind, fo likewife the Com-
mands, which he hath impofed on his Followers,,
are not like the abfurd Ceremonies of Pagan I1dola-
try, which had no Tendency in their Nature to

make Mankind the happier; our Saviour hath 7
enjoined us 4 reqfonable Service, accommodated to :

A

the rational part of our Nature ; all his Laws.are in * -

themfelves abftrated from any Confideration of
Recompence, conducible to the temporal Intereft,
viz. the Health, Credit, and Eftates of them that
obferve them,

2dly, As to the benign Influence of Religion
upon Communities and Govérnmmetits, tis fo appa-
rent, that it is one of the wife ObjeCtions of the
Atheift, that it was firft contrived and introduced
by Politicians to bring the wild Herd of Man-
kind under Subjettion and Laws. And indeed, no
Government ever was or can be begin’ or main-
tained, but upon the Bafis of Religion. What
Community can be imagined, without judicial
Proceedings ? And what Methods of Judicature,
without a religious Oath ? which implies and fup-
pofes an omnifcient Being, as conicious to .its
Falthood or Truth, and a Revenger of Perjury 5
fo that the very Nature of an Oath 1s fubverted by
the Atheift 3 who profeffeth to acknowledge no--
thing fuperior to ‘himfelf. Atheifm is by nomeans :

tolerable in the moft private Condition, but if it ;

afpire to Authority and Power, what can be ex- ;
pected bur the bafeft Cowardife and Treachery, :
but the fouleft Prevarication in Juftice, and be- {
traying the Rights and Liberties of the People? |
Nay, if Athelfm were once, asI may fay, the

) B4 National

7 e



8 A CONFUTATION

i National Religion, it would make its Followers
; the moft miferable of Men ; it would be a King-
! dom of Satan divided againft it felf, For Perfi-
i dioufhefs and Tnhumanity towards one another is
i the genuine Product of Atheifm. No Man that
. adheres to that Set can ever be juft, generous, or
" grateful, unlefs he be fometime overcome by good
Nature, and an happy Conftitution. No Atheift,
ias fuch, can be a true Friend, an affeCtionate Re-
ilation, or a loyal Subje&t. The Appearance of
: mutual Amity among them, is owing to the {mall-
" nefs of their Number ; but if Atheifm fhould be-
: come univerfal, farewel all Ties of Friendfhip
. and Honour, and whatever elfe is valuable or lau-

i dable in the World. : :

PROP IIL

Aving fhow’d the Folly of Atheifm, I come
now to evince the Being of God from the
Fa(; ulties Qf hqgna,n SOPIS. T e R

1. Andfirft, Ifay, there is an immaterial Sub-
ftance in us which we call the Soul, eflfentially
diftin& from our Bodies. I fhall lay this down
as felf-evident, that there is fomething in us that
thinks, and perceives, and wills, &,

And in the next Place °’tis as felf-evident, that
thefe Faculties and Operations of thinking, per-
ceiving, and willing, muft proceed from fome~

{ thing or other, as their efficient Caufe. So that
¢ if thefe Operations are neither inherent in Matter,
i as fuch, nor acquirable by any Motion or-Modifi-
. cation of it, it neceflarily follows, that they pro-
i ceed from fome incorporeal cogitative Subftance

+ withinus, called the Soul,
. But1f, thefe Faculties of Senfation or Thought
- are not inherent in Matter, as fuch, may apfpear
. : rom
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from this Argument, viz. that then every Stone
would be as rational as a Man; and every Man
would have as many rational felf confcious Parts,
as he had diftin¢t Atoms in his Body, which is
abfurd to imagine.

2. AsMatter in _general, as Matter, has not
Thought, fo neither can Senfation or Thought be
the Refult of any Modification of Matter, which
I will provefromthefe following Arguments.

1}, Matter being nothing elfe’ in the whole
Nature and Idea of it, but Magnitude, Figure,
and Situation, with a Capacity of being moved
and divided, it will appear that it has no inhe-
rent Faculty of Senfe and Perception.

For all the fenfible Qualiries of it, fuch as Light
and Colour, Heat and Sound, do not fubfift in
the Bodies themfelves abfolutely, but are only the
Effelts of our Senfation, which arife from the dif-
ferent Motions upon our Nerves, from Objeéts
without, and fympathetical and vital Paffions pro-
duced within our felves.

2dly, No particular Species of Matter, as the
Brain and animal Spirits, hath any Power of Senfe
and Perception. Let us carry in our Minds this
true Notion of Body in general, and apply it to
our Subftance. 'We obferve then, that our Body,
as well as other Matter, has Colour, and Warmth,
&'c. but we have already proved, that thefe Qua-
lities are not fubfiftent in thofe Bodies, there-
fore we muft feek for fomething elfe in our Frame,
that muft receive thefe Impreflions. Will they
fay that thefe Ideas are performed by the Brain? I
anfwer, thatthe Brain is but Body, and therefore
thofe Qualities of Softnefs, Whitenefs, &¢. do
not belong to the Brain itfelf, but ate the Senfa-
tiens of fome other Subftance without it : therefore
it cannot be the Brain, which imagines thofe Qua-
litiesto be in itfelf. If they fay that the animal

1 Spirits,
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Spirits, and infenfible Particles in the Brain, hath
the Power of Perception ; I anfwer, that all thefe
have fome determined Figure, asthey are Matter,
howfoever fmall, and that there is no more Relation
between a minute Body and Cogitation, than the
greateft. ,
3dly, No Motion in general fuperadded to Mat-
ter, can produce any Senfe or Perception ; for if
Motion, orany Degree of it can beget Cogitation,
the whole Mafs of the World upon thefe Terms
muft be allowed to have Life and Underftanding,
no part of it being abfolutely at Reft. Nor
4thly, Can any determinate Motion, as of the
animal Spirits through Mufcles and Nerves, beget
any Senfe and Perception? For among all the
Kinds of Motion, whether direét or circular, or
parabolical, or on what Curve they pleafe ; what
Pretence can one make to Thinking and Liberty
of Will, more than another ? No circular Motion
of an Atom can be all of it exiftent at onces it
muft be made gradually, both as to Place and
Time, fo that at any Inftant of Time the moving
Atom is but in one fingle Point of the Line. There-
fore all but that one Point is either future or paft 5
now what is not prefent, is nothing atall, and can
be the efficient of nothing.  So that if Motion be
the Caufe of Thought, then Thought muit be
produced by one fingle Point of Motion with re-
lation to Time as well as Place. And fuch a
Point to our Conceptions is almoft equivalent to
Reft, or at leaft to any other Point whatfoever.
‘What then is become of the Privilege of that or-
ganical Motion of the animal Spirits above any
other ? - Again, we have fhewn, that this circular
and other Motion is but the fucceflive Flux of an
Artom, and is never exiftent together, isa pure
Operation of the Soul, which, confidering paft
Motion and future, and recolletting the whole by
Memory,
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Memory, calls this by one Denomination, and
that by another. How then can that Motion be
the Efficient of Thought, which is evidently the .
Effe& of it? Nor,

5thly, Can the A&ion or Percuffion of the ani-
mal Spirits, one Particle againft another, create
any Senfe and Perception. '

All that can be effefted by fuch Encounters of .
Atoms is either the imparting or receiving of Mo- .
tion, or a new Determination and Direétion of its |
Courfe. Concuffions of Atoms can never be ca-
pable of begetting thofe intrinfical and vital Af-
fe&tions, that Self-Confcioufnefs, and other Powers
that we feel in our felves, feeing they only ftrike
upon the outward Surfaces ; they cannot inwardly
pervade one another, they cannot have any Pene-
tration of Dimenfions and Conjunétion of Sub-
ftance. It is impoffible that all the natural Pow- ;
ers and acquired Habits of the Mind, that pene- |
trating Underftanding and accurate Judgment,
that Strength of Memory and Readinefs of Wit, :
that Liberality and Juftice, and Prudence and :
Magnanimity, that Charity and Beneficence to
Mankind, that ingenuous Fear and awful Love
of God, that comprehenfive Knowledge of Hifto-
ry and Language, that experienced Infight into
the Works of Nature, that rich Vein of Poetry,
and inexhaufted Fountain of Eloquence, thofe ex-
alted Difcoveries of mathematical Theorems, can
proceed from the blind Shuffling and cafual Clafh-
ing of Atoms, and we cannot without Indignation
go about to confute it.

-And yet, though they are fo miferably con-
founded, they will, :

6thly, Urge Matter of Faét, that meer Body
may produce Cogitation and Senfe, as may be
obferved in Brutes.

If
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If Brutes have immaterial Souls, they’ll fay, theri
they muft be either annihilated or immortal. This
Objeétion fuppofeth the Being of God; and
~ God can as eafily annihilate as create.  Or if they
be immortal, what need we be concerned about it ?
*Tis only by the good Pleafure of their Maker.
And if they be Engines and Machines, as Carte-
Sius thought, I admire and adore the divine Arti-
fice of fuch a wonderful Contrivance ; but I deny
that they have any reafon, if they be nothing but
Matter.

Omnipotence cannot create cogitative Body,
though not from any Imperfection in the Power
of ‘God, but an Incapacity in the Subje&, and
this the Cartefians allow. Do but convince them
that Brutes have the leaft Participation of Thoughr,
and they’ll retrat their Opinion, for none but
Atheifts join the two Notions together, and be-
lieve Brutes to be rational or fenfitive Machines.

- And now having fhewn, that Senfe and Per-
ception can never be the product 6 Wt 1nd™
Meotion, “it remains that "it nfuft neceffarily pro=
ceed from fome incorporeal Subftance within us.
And though we cannot conceive the Manner 6f
the Soul’s Action and Paflion, nor what hold it
can lay on the Body when it moves it, yet we are
as cerrain that it doth fo, as of any Truth what-
. foever. All that I refolve into the fole Pleafure
~ of our 6mmipotentCreator, Wwhofe¢ Exifténce is
' plaialy deducible from ™ the Proof of an immate-
rial “Soub -~ For feeing, as we have thewn, that
there isan incorporeal Subftance within us, it muft
either be from Eternity, which is abfurd, or it muft
come out of nothing without any efficient Caufe.
Something therefore muft have created our Souls,
and that Something muft itfelf have all the Per-
* fections it has given to them. .There is therefore
an immaterial and intelligent Being that created our™”
Souls,



