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8 Tha Unjortunate Concubine ;

o7,
Rofamond’s Overthrow,

Occafion’d by her Brother’s unadvifedly praifing

her Beauty to Two young Knights of Sali/-
bury, as they rid on the Road,

To the Tune of Z%e Cours Lady.

Rofamond, #3. Daughter of Walter 7oy
Clifford, was, as ¢/ Writers of that Age
affure us, a young Lady of infinite Beauty ;
on the bare Report of which, King Henry
the Second fellin I.ove wits, her,and having
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ing out the Beauties of his Book, and
begging the courteous Reader not to damn
it: Tho probably the poor Writer does
not know where to find out thefe Beau-
ties, or has not the leaff Reafon fto ex-
pect, but what kis Book will be damn'd.

The fulfome Praifes which a Modern
Author is often obliged to beffow in a

Dedication, mufl ceviainly be very gra-
ting to a gemevous Soul; but then the
Hopes of beng well paid for his Pains,
is fome Eafe to his Confeience : But to
court and flatter every Reader — and
not have a Farthing the move jfor one's
Trouble— is hard, is unconfcionable.

As for my Part, I have not been ac-
cuftomed to fervile Fawning, and begging
the Queftion ; and am jfully determind
not to begin now. I would always put
my felf upon the Level with a Reader,
and Hunk my felf under no manner of
Obligation : I have his Money, and e
has my Works; and I am fure ke may
keep the ome in Jus Study, muck longer
than I fhall the other in my Pocket. If

 there
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there be amy Beauties in the Book, ’ts
certainly his Bufine/s to find them out;
and if there bewt — why, he caw't Joy 1
cheated him : I never pretended to give
him any thing more than an old Song. ”

But as the greateft Part of this Book
is not my own, and feveral things in it
written Ages ago, I may, I hope, with-
out either Vanity or Offence enter wpon
 the Praifes of Ballads, and jfhew ther
Antrguity. .

I would not be thought to ridicule any
thing in Sacred Writ, and thevefore 1
will pafs over in Silence, what I wight
Jay of the Times of Mofes, Jephthah and
David, and go divectly amongft the Pa-
gans.  And here the wery Prince of
Poets, old Homer, if we may trufe an-
cient Records, was nothing move than a
blind Ballad-finger, who writ Songs of
the Siege of Troy, and the Adventures
of Ulyfles; and playing the Tunes
wpon kis Harp, fung from Door to Door,
41l at his Death fomebody thought fit to
colle@? all his Ballads, and by a little con-

A3 necling
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nelting ’em, gave wus the lliad and Odyi-
fes, which fince that Time have been fo
wmauch admired. And in thofe very Days,
if we may truft the fucceeding Poets, no
Entertoinment was thought  compleat,
unlefs whilft the Company was carouzing,
theve was a Harper in the Room finging
old Songs ; at leaft written wpon old Sub-
jects.  Thus we jfind Virgll in the Ac-
count he gives of Dido’s treating -
neas.

Cithar4 crinitus fopas

Perfonat auratd, docuit qua maximus Atlas
Hic canit.

And this the Archbiffiop of Cambray has
imitated, when he mafkes Calyplo entertain
Telemachus and Mentor in the Grotto.
His Words are thefe.

« At the fame time were brought in
¢¢ Baskets, all forts of Fruits promifed
by the Spring, and ripened by the
¢ Autumn, And then Four youthful
 Nymphs began to fing. At firft
« they fung, the Combat of the Gods

“ agarn/?
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“ againft the Giants; then the Amours
« of Jupiter and Semele; the Birth of
“ Bacchus, and old Silenus’s Care
“ educating  him ;  Hippomenes  and
< Atalanta’s ARace'; fhe who was van-
“ quif’d by the enticing Hue of Ap-
« ples from the Hefperian Garden cull'd.
« And laft the Zrogjan War was allo
« fung; Ulyfles’s Fights and Counfels
“ yaisd to Heaven: The chief of all
“ the Nymphs, ZLeucothoe, to thole
“ melodious Voices join’d the fweet-
 nefs of her Lute.

It would be endlefs, to prove that the
Several Poets whofe Buflos I have put
in my Frontifpiece, were Ballad-Writers :
For what elfe can we make of Pindars
Lyrics? Anacreon wounld never fit down
contented without lhis Bottle and Jis
Song. Horace could drop the Praifes of
Auguftus and Mezcenas, fo _fing the Adven-
tures of his Fourney fo Brandufium, and
the* Baulk he met with from a Servant

* Book I. Satyr s.
Wenct
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Wench in a Country Alehonfe; and this
Song of his it was, whick gave Occa-
Sionn to a wmodern Ballad amongl? wus,
called, The Coy Cook-maid. Cowley
has left too many Works of this Kind to
need  quoting ; and Suckling’s Wedding
will never be forgol.

T7%e Ballad-Makers are a more ancient,
more numerous, and wmore noble Soctety
than the boafted Free-Mafons; and Duke
upon Duke will witnefs, that People of
Confiderable Faflion have thought it no
Difgrace to enroll themfelves in this
Worflupful Society.

Nor  have thefe antigue Songs ever
been  without thery Admivers. When
Thebes was fackd, Pindar was fpar'd
Jor the Sake of his Works; and Alexan-
der wept, to think his Age did not afford
Jo clever a Ballad finger as Homer /4ad
been, to vecord his Allions to Poflerity.

1t was the Cuftom of thefe Song Endi-
ters Zthus fo tranfmit to therr Children
the glovious Aftions whick happer'd in
ther
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therr Days. And I believe 1t never was
wfed move than among/t the Englith iz
Times of old. For we may very reafo-
nably fuppofe, that one half at leaft of
thetr Works ave loft; and we have [Hi]
one half of whatever is remarvkable in
Hiftory, handed down to us in Ballads.

The Ufe of thefe Songs too s wery
great. I have lfenown Children, who
never wounld have learwd to vead, had
they not took a Delight in porving over
Jane Shore, o7 Fair Rofamond; and /e
veral fine Hiftorians are indebted to
Hiftorical Ballads jfor all their Learning.
For had not Curiofety, and a Defire of
comparing thefe Poetical Works with an-
cient Records, jurft incited them to if,
they mnever would have given themyfelves
the Trouble of diving into Hiflory : And
in this I have endeavoured to make our
old Songs [tll more ufeful, by the Intyo-
dultions whick I have prefixd to ’em ;
and in whick is pornted out what is Fal?
and what Filtion. Should my Defign
Succeed, o Second Collection, and in whick

there are feveral Songs move antigue than
: the
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the Generality of thefe, will Jfoon make
its Appearance; if mot, I'll jfit down
contented with my prefent Lofs, and,
like feveral of my Grubftreet Brethren,
vail at the ignovant World, and vefolve
to write no morve jfor its Inftyuction.
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